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of December, in the thirty fifth year of the Independ- 
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DISCOVER)- OF AMERICA, 



CMKISTOPIIER COLUMBUS. 



AUMND owe the discovery of tlie western i 
lo ibe gold, the silver, the precious stones, the spices, 
silks, *nd cosily mmuliciures or the East ; and even 
: i cr. lives were for a considerable time, in sufficient 
(o prompt to the undertaking, although Hie mom skilful 
pavigator of the age proffered to risk his life in the 
attempt. 

CitHtsTOPHER Coumftuj, who was destitu 
high honor of revealing a new hemisphere tfl 
ui, was by birth a Genoese, who had been ear 
ctl to a seafaring life, and, having acquired every branch 
tif knowledge connected with that profession, was no less 
distinguished by his skill and abilities, than fir h 
pid and persevering spirit— This man, when lb 
years of age, had formed the greit idea of 
the East-Indies by sailing westward ; hut, as his foitunc 
was very small, and the attempt required very effectual 
patronage] desirous that his native country should proh'l 
by his success, he laid his plan before the senate of Ge- 
noa, but the scheme appearing chimerical, it was reject- 
ed. — He then repaired to the court of Portugal j and al- 
though the Portuguese were at that time dlftrn 
for their copimcrcial spirit, and Jons II, who then reigr.. 
cd, was a discerning and enteipri-.ing prince, yet tli« 
prepossessions of the great men it: his 



the matter was referred, caused Columbus finally to fail 
in his attempt there also. He next applied to Ferdi. 
kand and Isabella, king and queen of Arrogon and 
Castile, and at the same time sent his brother Barthol- 
omew (who followed the same profession ; and who was 
well qualified to fill the immediate place under such a 
leader) to England, to lay the proposal before Henry 
VII. which likewise, very fortunately for the future well 
being of the country, met with no success;— Many were 
the years which Christopher Columbus spent in inef- 
fectual attendance at the Castillian court ; the impover- 
ished state into which the finances of the united king- 
doms were reduced, the war with Granada, repressing 
every disposition to attempt to great designs ; but the 
war besng at length terminated, the powerful mind of 
Isabella broke through all obstacles ; she declared her- 
uelf the patroness of Columbus, whilst her husband Fer. 
dinant, declining to partake as an adventurer, in the 
voyage, only gave it the sanction of his name; Thus 
did the superior genius of a woman effect the discovery 
cf one half the Globe ! 

The ships sent on this important search were only 
three in number, two of them very small : they had nine- 
ty men on board. Although the exptnee of the expedi- 
tion had long remained the sole obstacle to its being ua- 
dertaken, yet, when every thing \v v; provided, the cost 
did not amcui.t to more than 17,760 dollars, and there 
were twelve months provisions put on board* 

Columbus set sail from port Palos, in the province of 
Andalusia, on the Sd of August, 1492: he proceeded to 
the Cannary Islands, and from thence directed his course 
due \V. in the latitude of about 2Q N. — In this course he 
continued for two months, without fulling in with any 
}and, which caused such a spirit of discontent and muti- 
ny to arise as ;he st'perior address a.A management qf 



the commander became unequal to suppress, although 
for these qualities he was eminently distinguished.^-lle 
was at length reduced to the necessity of entering into a 
solemn engagement to abandon the entcrprize and return 
home) if land did not appear in three days.— Probably he 
would not have been able to retain his people so Ion.*; 
from acts of violence and outrage, in pursuing so untri- 
ed and dreary a course, had they not been sensible that 
their safety in returning home, defended very much on 
his skill as a navigator* in conducting the vesbcl. 

At length the appearance of land changed their des- 
pondency to the most exulting rapture.— It war. an island 
abounding with inhabitants, both sex?s of which were 
.quite naked} their manners kind, gentle, Lod unsuspect- 
ing.— Columbus named it San Salvador : it is one of the 
clusters which bears the general name of Bah.Hnia ; it was 
pnly 3° 30 lat. to the S. of the island of Gumora, cue of 
the Canaries, from whence he took his departure. This 
navigator was still so confirmed in the opinion which he 
had formed before he undertook the voyage, that he be- 
lieved himself then to be on an island which was situated 
adjacent to the Indies.'— Proceeding to the S. he saw three 
other islands, which he n --inicd St. Mary, of the Concep- 
tion, Ferdinand and Isabella. — At length he arrived at a 
very large island, and as he had taken seven of the na- 
tives of San Salvador or board, he learned from them it 
was called Cuba, but lie gave it the name ot Ju&nr.a.— 
He n*»xt proceeded to an island which he called Espag* 
jiola, in honor of ilie kingdom by which he was employ- 
ed, and it still bears the name of Hispanioia,— Here* he 
built a fort and formri) a small sut ! ement ; he then re- 
turned home, having o.i hoard ur.ni'j '#f the natives, whom 
lie had taken from trie J'-ftlrent Manda : stearin;* •% \.:d)^ 
southern course, lie !"-■!• in ui»i tome of the C«rr:b«.e 
Lla^dSj andtiriivcd a: :I:j To;: c^ ia.os en the lsiii of 






Mirebt 1493 ; having been seven months and eleven 
days oil this most import* tit v 

. arrival letters patent were issued t>r the Mug 
and queen confirming to Columsus and to his heirs all 
the privilege* contained in a capitulation which had been 
executed before hil departure, and hh family was enno. 
bled. 

Not only the Spaniards but the otlit-r nation* of Eu- 
ro; ■*.', seem, to hate adopted the opinion of CotuMiei, 
in considering the countries which he had discovered, at 
a part of India. — Whence Ferdihakd and Isabella. 
give ibem the name " Indies" in the ratification of tlieir 
former agreement with Columbus.— Even after the error 
was detected, the name was retained, and (be appellation, 
of " West Indies " ia now given by all Europe to tiiii 
country, and that of Indians to the Inhabitants. 

Nothing could possibly tend more effectually to rouse 
every active principle of human nature, than the discove- 
ries which Columbus had made ; no time was tin.- it lure 
lost, nor cxpence spared, in preparing a fleet of ships, 
with which this great man should revisit the countries 
lie had made known^*Se uroteen ships were got rtady 
in six months, and fifteen hundred persons embarked onj 
board them, among whom were many of noble families, 
and who had filled honorable stations— These engaged. 
in tlie cnterprize from the expectation that the nevr dis. 
tore i ed country was either the Cipango of Marco Paulo, 
or the Ophir from Which &OLOXQ* obtained his gold 

s merchandize, Fkrdinand, now desirous 

of securing what he had before been unwilling to venture 
fur the obtaining, applied to the Pope to be invested with 
» right in these new discovered countries, as well as (o 
•II futui'c discoveries in that direction ; but as it was ns- 
■ : it there should be some favor of religion in the 
he wu uded his plea on a derirc of c 
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i» savige natives M lie ISomtsJi faith, which 
iU tksiis'l 

Aiixandes, VI. who Ihcn filled the papal chair, it 
ought to be mentioned, was the most profligate m4 
dOBod of mru : hcii'jj a native of Arrngon, and desiinti* 
t.r cone ilia tj u g the faverof Kirqihanb, for the purpose 
of aggrandising his family, he readily granted a n 
which, at no enpecco or rink, tended to tit lend the con* 
ssocencc and authority of the papacy i he therefore be* 
Mowed nn F&ftmWAMD and h'lMU, " all the cuan- 
tetcs inhabited by infidela, which. tWy had discovered.", 
But as k was necesaary to prevent 11ms gmnt from inter* 
fcring with one not k>t^ before made to the crown tA 
~ 'lugal, he appointed tbat a line supposed to be drawn 
atom pole to pole, out hundred miles to the weal ward 
Of the Azores should serve as a limit bc.ween them ; and 
in the plcnlitude of his power* conferred all to the cut 
Of this imaginary line upon the Portuguese, and all a 
the west cT it upon the Spani 

Columbus set sail on his voyage from the port of Ca- 
«Jte, on the 33th of September, \i&i; when he arrived 

St. Esp&gniola, he had the affliction to find that at 1 1 lie 

Spaniards whom he had left there, amounting to thj'ty- 

nutnber, had been pot m death by the battM 

trenge for the iniuliaand outrage* which they had conv 

itted— After having traced out the (nan of a town in a 
huge plain, near a spacious buy, ajid given it the name 
of Isabella, in honor of bia patroness the queen of Cas- 
tile, and .appointed his brother Don Diego, to pie»ide 
as Deputy Governor in hi* absence, CcLUM»rs, on the 
SUih of April, U94, sailed with one ship and :wo small 
barks, to make further dlaCOfoHM in il.uae KM — In 
thii voyage he wa* employed Gvc mas 
»ith many small island* on the const of Cuba, h 

of Jan 



; of an/ importance except the inland i 
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Soon ofler hia return to Hispanicla, he resolved to 
make war wilh the Indians, who according to the Span- 
ish historians, amounted to 100,000 men? these having 
■ i J en ry lawless act of violence from their ut» 
Vaderai were rendered extremely inveterate, and thirsted 
for revenge, a disposition which appears to have been 
foreign from their natures.— Having collected his full 
force, he allr.ckrd '.hem by night, whilst they were as. 
sembled on a wide plain, end obtained a most decisive 
Victory, without the lots of one man on his part.— Be- 
tide the effect of cannon and fire arms, the noise of 
Which was appalling) and their effect against a nume- 
rous body or Indians, closely drawn together, in the 
highest degree detractive, Columbus had brought 
mw with him a small body of cavalry— The Indians 
who had never before seen such a creature, imagined 
the Spanish horses to be rational beings, and that each 
wilh its rider formed bat otic animal ; they were aston- 
ished at their speed, and considered their impetuosity 
and strength as irresistible* — In this onset lliey had be. 
■Me another formidable enemy to terrify and destroy 
them : a great number of the largest and fircest species 
of dogs which were then bred in Europe, had been 
brought hither, which, set on by their — — ffWi with- 
out attempting resistance, they fled wttll all ihe.spetd 
which terror could excile,-?-Numbers were slain, and 
more made prisoners,, who were immediately consigned 
to slavery. 

The character of Collmbus stands very high in the 
estimation of mankind ; 4>e is venerated not only as a 
man possessing superior fortitude, and such a steady 
perseverance, as no impediments, dangers or sufferings 
could shake, but as equally distinguished for piety and 
virtue,— His second son Ferdinand, who wrote the life 
of his lather, apologise* for this severity towards the na> 



lives, on account of the distressed state into wliicll the 
colony was brought: the change of climate, and the in. 
dispensable labors which were required of men tnuc* 
customed to any exertions, had swept away great num- 
bers of the new settlers, and the survivor* were declin- 
ing daily, whilst such was the irrcconcilcablc enmity of 
^1l)c natives, that the most kind and circumspect conduct 
on the part of the Spaniards, would not have been effec- 
tual to regain their good will.— This apology seems to 
have been generally admitted, far all modern writers 
have bestowed upon the discoverer of the new world lh« 
warmest commendations unmixed with censure.— It is an 
unpleasant task to derogate from exalted merit, and to 
impute a deliberate plan of cruelly and extirpation to a 
man revered for moral worth ; but although a pert at* 
fectation of novel opinions could only originate in weak 
minds, and can be countenanced only by such, yet a free 
and unreserved scrutiny of facts, can aloue ttpfttata truth 
from error, and apportion the just and inn in 
of merit belonging to any character. — That Cqluubus 
had formed the design of waging offensive war against 
the Indians, and reducing them to slavery, before he en- 
tered upon his second voyage, and, consequently before 
he wa» apprized of the destruction of the people which 
he had left upon the island of Hispaniola, may be infer- 
red from his proceeding himself with such a number of 
fierce and powerful doga. 

Having found, the natives peaceable and well disposed, 
he had no reason to apprehend that they would com. 
mence unprovoked hostilities ; the cavalry which he took 
- over, whilst it tended Io impress those people with the 
deepest awe and veneration, was fully sufficient for the 
security of the new colony, if the friendship of I 
tives had been sincerely meant to be cultivated by a kind 
equitable deportment j but to treat litem as a free 






insistent with the views ' 
I t,;;|t,nj i for as tile grand incentive to under- 

istant voyages was the hope of acquiring gold, 
so, as Co lumbus hud seen some worn ns ornament! I,v 
(he native*, and had been informed that the mountain* 
ous parts of the country yielded that precious metal, lie 
had excited expectations in his employers, and in the na* 
tion at large, which boLh his interest and ambition com- 
pelted him as far as passible to realize: the Spaniards 
could not obtain ;;old without the assistance of the na- 
tives, and those were ao constitutionally indolent that no 
allurements of presents or gratifications could excite them 
to tabor.— To resqiie hi mult theiefuie from disgrace, 
and to secure further support he stent- deliberately to 
have devoted a harmless race of men to daughter and 
slavery. — Such as survived the massacre of that dreadful 
day, and preserved their freedom, fled into (he moun- 
tains and inaccessible parts of the island, which not yield- 
ing them sufficient meant c-f subsistence, they were com* 
pellcd to obtain a portion of food uom their cruel pur- 
auers, by procuring gold dust, in order to support life ; 
a tribute being imposed upon them which na* rigorously 
exacted.— These wretched remains of a free people, thus 
driven from fruitFumesB and amenity ; compelled to la- 
bour for the support of life -■ a prey to despondency, 
Which the recollection of their former happiness sh»rp«n- 
ed, and which their hopeless situation tendered ur..up- 
pur table, died in great numbers, the innocent, but unre- 
vended victims of European aterice. — Such are the f.it) 

ive ever been admitted, yet, strange OQDtlwdie- 
lion !— Columbus ia celebrated for his humanity end 
goodness 1 but should he not rather be considered as t> 
most consummate dissembler ; professing moderation 
whilst he meditated FUbversiun, and, like most of the 
,.i conductors whom histoi/ records, renouncing 



it 

every principle of justice and humanity when they stop* 
ped the career of his ambition !— .Fhrdujand Coluju 
avs f his son, and biographer, has with great address 
covered the shame of his father, whilst the admiring 
world has been little disposed to censure a man, th* 
splendor of whose actions so powerfully fascinates and 
dazzles. 



CHAP. II. 
LJNDING OF OUR FOREFATHERS, 

At PL\ MOUTH. 

THE English, conducted by John Cabot, in the 
frear 1497, found *Ue way to North-America soon after 
Columbus had successfully crossed the Atlantic ; but as 
the torrents in that country brought down no gold, and 
the Indians were not bedecked with any costly ornaments, 
no attemps were made to explore the country for near a 
century after its discovery,— Sir Francis Drake, who 
traversed the whole circumference of the globe in one 
voyage, and in one ship, which had never been atchievtd 
before, when afterward annoying the Spaniards in the 
West-Indies, and on the main, gained some knowledge 
of the eastern shore of the northern continent, as he had 
before of the western parts about the same parallel :— 
Sir Walter Raleigh, however, was the first navigator 
who explored the coast, bestowed on it a name, and at- 
tempted to «ettle a colony. 

At that time colonization made no part of the ay stem 
of government 9 so that there were few stimulents to aban- 
don a native soil for the purpose of seeking possessions in 
another hemisphere.— At length a powerful incentive 
Arose, stronger than the uiflueace of kings, than the love 



of ease, than llie dread of misery. — Religion, which liwi 
long been converted into (he most powerful engine which 
human subtlety ever made use of to subjugate the mass 
of mankind, no sooner ceased to be so perverted, than by 
its own proper force it compelled large bodies of people 
lo renounce every present enjoyment, the instictive Io?e 
of a native soil, rooted habits, And dearest connexions, 
and to settle in the dreary wilds of a far distant continent. 

When England by a very singular concurrence of cir- 
cumstances, threw off the papal yoke, state policy bo pre- 
dominated in tiie measure, that the consciences of men 
were still required to bend to the discipline, conform to 
the cerimonials, and ascent to the doctrine* which the 
governing powers established,— Although a dissent frora 
the church of Rome was considered as meritorious, yet 
a dissent from the church of England was held to be he- 
retical, and an offence to be punished by the civil magis- 
trate.— The human mind, somewhat awakened from a 
long suspension of its powers by a Wickdijfc, further en- 
lightened by an Erasmus and Mtlanthan, and at length 
called forth into energy by the collision of those two ar- 
dent and djring spirits, Lutheh and Calvin, then be- 
gan to bend all its attention towards religious enquiries ; 
and exercised all its powers in such pursuits. — Hence 
arose a vast diversity of opinions, which gave rise to nu- 
merous sects and denominations of Christians, but as the 
protestant establishment in England, held it essentia! to 
preserve a unity of faith, those novel opinions obtained no 
more quarter there than under papal power. 

In the year 1610, a company of the persecuted re. 
ligionisls, composing the church of a Mr. Rosissou, 
having previously determined to remove to a coantf* 
where they might be enabled to worship Goo, kgreeabU) 
to the dictates of their consciences, emigrated to Hol- 
land, and settled in the citj ol Ley den ; where they CQHs 






Ic until the year 1030. Although the ee* 

clesiaitical laws or Holland did not at this lime sanction 
or condemn the principles of any particular sect of chris- 
tians, yet great were the disadvantages under ^ i 
emigrants labored ; for notwithstanding the Dutch gave 
them a welcome reception, and manifested a disposition 
(o treat them with great respect, they never conld he 
prevailed upon by (he former to conform to their mode 
of worship, or to renounce principles which tin I 
conceived destructive to moral society; — nor did the em- 
igrants her* succeed in other respects agreeable to their 
views — so far from increasing their link- flock they found 
that in the course of ten years, they had experienced a 
diminution of more than one half iheir original number- 
many, in consequence of the impoverished state of the 
country, had spent their estate* and returned to England. 
Hence it was that the remaining few formed the deter- 
minalion of attempting once more to seek a country bet- 
ter adapted to their pious parposes, and su^h as would 
promise a more fruitful abode to their offspring. Bjr 
some the unexplored pans of America was proposed, 
and after a day set apart for aolemn humiliation and praise 
to Almighty Con, it was resolved that a part of the 
church should first emigrate to America, and if there 
meeting with a favorable reception, should prepare an 
abode for the remainder. 

'1 hey easily obtaintd a royal grant of a very extensive 
tract of land (now called New-England) whither they in- 
tended to repair, not to amass wealth, or to exterminate 
the inhabitants, but to subsist by industry, to purchase 
security by honorable intercourse with the natives, and 
to acquire strength under the auspices of freedom. 

Ttiey made a purchase of two small ships, and on the 
Slh August, 1620, having repaired to Plymou'i. 

the purpose, were in readiness to embark ; previous 



to which they were ttrj affectionately addressed b 

lor (Dr. Robiksou) who to fervent prayerc* 

1 them to ihc holy keeping oi' Him, who rules the 
l;i!l men. 
At I ! A. M. with a fair wind they set tail, and bid a> 

--:.'.e 10 thcx native country. Nothing material 

I to abstract ilictr passage unlit the 30th, when 

ih y experienced a tremendous gale, which threatened 

ftih instant destruction !— for three day* succes- 
sively they were toned about at the mercy of the wares 

'.: ;i3 were however enabled to keep company until 

UtCBlOrtn hud somewhat abated, when those on boarj 

one of them conceiving their vessel no longer seaworthy, 

abandoned her and were received on board the other. 

On the toth November, they to their enexpreasible 

lovered Litldi which proved to be that of Cap* 
Cod, where they with much UiflVuhy the day following 
succeeded in landing— as soon as on shore tbey fell upon 
their kr.ee* and retained, thanks to the Almighty for en- 
abling them to reach in safety their place of destination. 
—But, although they had thus far succeeded in ihtir 
views, although they had bf.cn enabled to flee fx-orn per- 
secution, to cross a wide and boisterious ocean, what was 

Gallon now ! — sojourners in a foreign land !— 
j> the broken and unwrought shores of a wild 
and unexplored country ! — they found here no frienda to 
welcome them, cr house to shelter them from toe itw 
clemency of an approaching winter '.— on one side tbey 
beheld i, ought but a hideous and desolate wilderness, the 
habitation of wild and verocious animals, and probably 
the abode of a race <>f beings not less wild and unmerci- 
ful !— on the other, the briney ocean foaming and with 
tremendous roar dashing against Ihe huge and projecting 
rocks which a- far as the eye could perceive) marked 

jcatea shores ! 



After succeeding niih modi diflVcurty in dhcov 
harbor jn which their ships could ride with itfetj 
made choice of ten of the most resolute of Ihell 
bcr to explore the adjacent country, and discover it pos- 
sible a more convenient place for their future abode ; 
Who, on l!ie morning of the iGLh, provided with a raoik- 
et each, set out Tor this purpose— they had not peuctra- 
led the woods above three miles when they discovered 
five of the natives (which were the first seen by them 
since their arrival] they were cloathed with the skin* of 
animals, and armed with bows and arrows— the English* 
with signs of friendship made toward (hem, but were 
bo sooner discovered by the savages, than they, with a 
terrible yell, fled with the greatest precipitancy :— night 
approaching, the English erected a small temporary tu- 
cumpmcnl end after placing their sentinels retired to rest. 
Early the ensuing morning they continued their journey, 
following for a considerable distance the tracts of the fire 
Indians above mentioned, in hopes thereby to discover 
their habitations and obtain therefrom a fresh supply of 
provision, of which they were much in want ; but in thla 
they did not fully auceed. — At about noon they arrived 
at an extensive plat of clear ground, near which they 
discovered a pond of fresh water, and several small hil- 
locks of raised earth, which they conjectured to be the 
graves of the Indians— proceeding a little further west 
they discovered a large quantity of stubble, which the* 
imagined to be that of some kind of Indhn gral 

[he country ; they also discovered a bpui v. litre 
they su -peeled an Indian hut had recently stood, as [hay 
tboDQ nearby some planks curiously wrought and a smalt 
earthem pot— proceeding still farther they diecuycred a 
number more of the little hillocks of broken ground aa 
above described, and which they now began to suspect 
19 be the place of deposit ol something more than the 



•lead !— curiosity leading tliera to examine more closet? 
one of these what they had before supposed to be Indian 
scpulch era, they to their great surprize, found it to con- 
luin a. large quantity of the Indian grain (com) above 
mentioned '—it was still in the car, and excited to no 
•mall degree the curiosity of the English, as they had 
neverbeforc seen any thing of the kind — by a few of lha 
company the discovery was deemed of importance, but 
by others (who had attempted to eat of the com in its 
raw siate) it was pronounced indifferent food, of little 
tatue !— they however concluded it best to return and 
make known the discovery to their brethren. 

Having succeeded with some difficulty in reaching the 
place from which they started, they were met by those 
whom they had left behind with the most unspeakable 
joy and satisfaction : to whom they exhibited a specimen 
of the grain which they had found, and recommended 
the spot from which it was procured, as the most con- 
venient and suitable at which to abide through the ap- 
proaching winter, Tde company accordingly on the 
35th proceeded for and in safety reached the place above 
mentioned, with which being so much pleased, they 
termed JVtw Plymouth^ in remembrance of the port at 
which they last embarked in Europe ; — here they con- 
eluded to abide until such time as further discoveries 
eouid be made— they erected a few temporary huts, suf- 
ficient lo shelter them from the weather, and soon after 
by mutual consent entered into a solemn combination, 
Ks a body politick ; and on the 10th December assembled 
to form for themselves such a government and laws as 
they should deem the most just and equitable ; previous 
to which, the following instrument was drawn up, which 
being first read and assented to by the company, receiv* 
cd their signatures :— lo wit : 

' IN Ujc tunic of Goo, amen— Wc whose names are 
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fa ndei written, the loyal subjects of our dread aovertigrt 
king James, by the grace ot God, king of Great Biilaim 
France and Ireland, und defender of ilie faith, Sec* hir- 
ing undertaken lor the glory of Goo, advancement oftho 
christian faith, and the honor of our king and country, 
a Toyagc to plant the first colony in the north part* of 
America, do by these presents solemnly and mutually, 
in the presence of God, and one another, covenant ami 
combine ourselves together into a civil body politic, for 
our own convenience and the preservation and support 
of the ends aforesaid s— and by virtue hereof, do enact, 
constitute and frame such just and equal laws, ordinan- 
ces, acts, constitutions and officer*, from time to time, 
as shall be thought most meet and convenient Tor tbe 
general good of the colony — unto which we promise ill 
due submission and obedience — In witness whereof we 
have hereunto subscribed our names, at New-Plymouth, 
•ntbe 10th day of December, At D. 1630." 



John Carver; 
William Bradford, 
Edward Winslow, 
Williae Brewster, 
Isaac Aller 
Miles StaadRn, 
Joseph Fletcher* 
John Goodman, 
Samuel Fuller, 
-Christopher Martin, 
William White, 
Ricnard Warren, 
John Howland, 
Stephen Hopkins, 
Didgery Priest, 
Thomas Williams, 
Gilbert Winslow, 
Edmund Morgcson, 
Peter Brown, 



John Alden, 
John Turner, 
Francis Eaton, 
James Chilton, 
John Craxlnn, 
John Bi'Ui] 
Richand I. 
George Soulc, 
Edward Tillcy, 
John Tilley, 
Thomai Rogers, 
Thomas Tinker, 
John Ridgdale, 
Edward Fuller. 
Richard Clarke, 
Richard Gardiner, 
John Allerton, 
Thomas English, 
Edward Liester, 



The company next proceeded by ballot to the choice 
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of a GoTernor, and on counting the votes it appeared 
that John Carver had the greatest number and was 
declared chosen for one year. 

On the 19ih December, Mrs. Susannah White, the 
wife of William White, was delivered of a son, which ' 
was t he first born of the English in New- England* 

On the 21st it was agreed by the company to dispatchr 
a second exploring party, by water, to make if possible 
further discoveries— the persons selected for this purpose 
were Governor Carver, Mcssr% Bradford, WmsLow r 
Standish, Howland, Warren, Hopkins, All eh tow, 
Tillkt, Clarke, Tinker, Turner and Brown ;— they 
embarked at 10 A. M. with a view of circumnavigating 
the deep bay of Cape Cod.— On the morning of the 23d 
they discovered a large party of the natives on shore, 
Who were employed in cutting up a fish resembling a 
grampus; by order of Governor Carver, the English 
made immediately ior the shore, but were no sooner dis- 
covered by the Indians, than they, with a yell peculiar to 
savages, deserted their fish and fled with precipitancy !— 
The English landed and took possession of the fish, 
which, having enkindled a fire, they cooked and found 
to be excellent food j— they [concluded to continue en* 
camped here through the night, and while employed (a 
few rods from their boat in which their arms were depos- 
ited) in erecting a temporary dwelling for the purpose, 
they were suddenly attacked by a large party of the na- 
tives, who discharged a shower of arrows among them ! 
—the English, nearly panic struck at so sudden and un- 
expected an onset, were on the eve of retreating to their 
boat, when they were reminded by their Governor (a 
brave and experienced man) oi the importance of facing 
the enemy, and maintaining their ground, as a precipi* 
tatc flight might prove, their total destruction— in the 
mean time two or three of the company ware dispatched 
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for their arms, which having obtained) the whole were 
ordered to form a close body and proceed with moderate 
pace for the boat, and if hard pushed by the natives, to 
face about and give them the contents of their muskets t— 
—the Indians perceiving the English retiring, rushed 
from their strong coverts, and were on the point of at- 
tacking them in the rear with clubs, hatchets, stones, &c. 
when they received the fire of the latter, which brought 
three or four of them to the ground— the Indians halted, 
viewed for a few moments with marks of astonishment 
and surprize, their wounded brethren, and then with one 
general united yell (which probably might have been 
heard at the distance of three miles) fled in every direc- 
tion I— this was the first engagement between the English 
and natives in New-England, and probably the first jime 
that the latter hud ever heard the report of a musket ! 4 

The English embarked and returned immediately to 
New -Ply mouth, having been absent four days without 
making any important discoveries. The company des- 
pairing of making any further discovery of importance 
during the winter, concluded to remain at their winter 
quarters until the spring ensuing. The winter proved 
an uncommonly tedious one, during which a great pro* 
portion of the company sickened and died— unaccostom- 
ed to hardship, and deprived of many of the necessaries 
of life, they fell victims to the inclemency oi the season ; 
—being thus reduced to a very small number, they would 
have fallen an easy prey to the savages, had the latter 
(relying on the superiority of their stigngth) attacked 
them— but the natives having by bitter experience learn - 
ed the effects of their fire-arms, although they were daily 
•een by the English at a distance, not one of them could 
be prevailed upon to approach them within gun shot, un- 
til about the 20th March, 1621) when to their great sur- 
prize, an Indian came boldly up to them and addressed 
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a in broken English ! — he informed them that he be* 
longed 10 an eastern part of the country, and was ac- 
quainted with a number of their countrymen, who came 
frequently there to procure fish, and or whom he learned 
to speak their language. 

This Indian proved very serviceable to the company, 
tn supplying them with provision, in acquainting them 
with the slate of the country, the number and strength 
of the natives, and the name of their chief sachem, to 
whom he said the land which they improved belonged.— 
The Indian being dismissed with many presents and 
friendly assurances, he the day following returned ao 
compined by the grand sachem (Massasoikt) and a 
number of his chiel men, to whom the English gave a 
welcome reception, presenting them with many trinkets 
which the natives esteemed of great value.— With Mas- 
sasoik-t a treaty was proposed and concluded the day fol- 
lowing, in which it was stipulated that the English and 
natives were to live amieably together, and that the latter 
were to furnish the former with provision, and to receive 
in pay therefor such articles as the former were willing to 
part with— to which terms both parties continued ever 
after faithfully to adhere. 

In May 1621, the English plmtei their first c«rn in 
Jtevi-Engtand.—ln July fallowing their worthy Governor 
sickened and died— his death was greatly lamented by 
those ol the company who survived him, and bv whom 
lie was intered with all possible solemnity; his loving 
consort survived him but a few weeks. In August the 
company made choice of Mr, William llHAoroan, lo 
fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of Gov. Caatkr. 

New-England from this period began to be rapidly 
peopled by ihe Europeans ; so great was the emigi atiou 
from the mother country, that in less than six years from 
the time that the first adventurers landed at Ntw-l'ly; 






there were B«?eri eonsideable towns built and Ml* 
lied in Massachusetts and Plymouth colonies. 

In the summer of 1627, Mr. Endicot, one of tim 
original planters, was sent over to begin a plantation at 
Naumkeag, (now Salem)— the June following about 30(1 
persons, furnished with four ministers, came over ami 
joined Mr. Endicot's colony ; and the next rear they 
formed themselves into a regular church. This was the 
first church gathered in Massachusetts, and the second 
in New-England. The church at Plymouth bad beefl 
gathered eight years before. In 1639, a large embarka- 
tion was projected by the company in England ; at the 
request of a number of respectable gentlemen, most or 
Whom afterwards came orer to New-England, the gene- 
ral consent of the company was obtained, that the govern- 
ment should be transferred and settled in Massachusetts. 

In 1630, seventeen ships from different ports in Eng- 
land arrived in Massachusetts, with more than 1 500 pas- 
sengers, among whom were many persons of distinction,: 
Incredible were the hardships they endured—reduced to 
t scanty pittance or provisions, and that of a kind to 
which they had not been accustomed, and destitute of 
necessary accommodations, numbers sickened and died ; 
so that before the end of the year, they had lost 300 of 
their number. About this time settlements were made 
atCharlesiown, Boston, Dorchester, Cambridge, Roxbu* 
ry and Medford. 

In the year 1632 and 163.1, great additions were made 
to the colony. Such was the rage for emigration to 
New-England, that the king and council thought fit la 
issue an order, February 7, 1633, to prevent it. The 
order however, was :iot strictly obeyed. 

la 1635, the foundation of anew colony was laid in 
Connecticut, adjoining the river which passes through 
state; of this river and the country adjacent. Lord. 



Sat, and Lord Brook, were the proprietors, at the mouth 
ofsaidrivera fort by their direction was bpilf, which 
in honor to them, was called Say brook forU— New-Ha- 
ven was settled soon after the building of this fort, as 
was a number of other towns of considerable note in 
Connecticut.— Some difficulty arising among those who 
first settled at New-Plymbuth, a part of the inhabitants, 
to prevent any serious consequences, removed to a pleas* 
ant and fertile island to the S« W. of Cape Cod, now 
called Rhode Island, while others settled at Providence, 
Warwick, Taunton, See;— thus it was, that in the course 
of a very few years, a great part of Netv- England f which 
so late was an uncultivated forest, resounding with the 
yells of savages, and beasts of prey, became the place of 
abode of cur persecuted Forefathers; 

But, this newly settled country was not to be acquired 
without bloodshed ; the natives, although they at first 
appeared harmless and well disposed toward the new 
settlers, from the rapid increase and too frequent ag* 
gressions of the latter, the jealousy of the former was 
excited, which they soon began more openly to manifest 
as will appear by what follows :— 

— flg l VI i l l ■ ' 

CHAP. III. 

commencemenFof hostilities 

WITH THE NATIVES* 

THERE was a tribe of Indians which inhabited 
the borders of Connecticut river, from its mouth to* 
within a few miles of Hartford, cal ; ed Pequots, a fierce 
cruel, and warlike tribe, and the inveterate enemies of 
the English ; never failing to improve every opportunity 
to exercise toward them, the most wanton acts of bar* 
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barUy:— In June, 1634, they treacherously murdered & 
CapU Stone and aCapt. Norton, who had been long in 
the habit of visiting them occasonally to trade.— In Au- 
gust, 1635, they inhumanly murdered a Mr. Weeks 
and his whole family, consisting of a wife and six chil- 
dren, and soon after murdered the wife and children of a 
Mr. Williams, residing near Hartford.— Finding, how- 
ever, that by their unprovoked acts of barbarity, they had 
enkindled the resentment of the English (who, aroused 
Co a sence of their danger, were making preparations to 
exterminate this cruel tribe) the Pequots despatched 
messengers with gifts to the governor of the new colo- 
nies (the Hon. Josiah Winslow)— he being, however, 
inflexible in his determination to revenge the deaths of 
bis friends, dismissed these messengers without an an- 
swer—The Pequots finding the English resolute and 
determined, and fearing the consequence of their re- 
sentment, the second time despatched messengers with 
a large quantity of wampum (Indian money) as a present 
Co the governor and council : with whom the latter had a 
considerable conference, and at length concluded a peace 
an the following terms :— 

ARTICLES. 
L The Pequots shall deliver up to the English those 
of their tribe that are guilty of the deaths of their coun- 
trymen. 

II. The Pequots shall relinquish to the English aH 
their right and title to the lands lying within the eoleny of 
Connecticut. 

III. The English, if disposed to trade with the Pe- 
quots, shall be treated as friends. 

To these articles the Pequots readily agreed and pro- 
mised faithfully to adhere, and at the same time express- 
ed a desire to make peace with the Narraganset Indians? 
jrith whom they were then at war. 
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Soon aRer the conclusion of peace with the Fequoti/ 
the English, to put their fair promises to the test, sent a 
■mall boat into the river, on the borders of which they 
resided, with the pretence of trade; but so great was 
the treachery or the natives, that after succeeding by fair 
premisses in enticing the crew of said boat on shore, they 
were by them, inhumanly murdered. 

The Pequots despairing of again deceiving the Eng- 
lish in the manner they had late done, now threw off 
the mask of friendship, and avowing themselves the na- 
tural enemies of the English, commenced open hostilities 
against them, barbarously murdering all that were so 
unfortunate as (o fall into their bands,— A few families 
were at this lime settled at or near Weathersfield, (Con.) 
the whole of whom were carried away captives by them ; 
two girls, the daughters of a Mr. Gibbons, of Hartford, 
were in the most brutal manner put to death ; after gash- 
ing their flesh wiih their knives, the Indians filled their 
wounds with hot embers, in the mean time mimicking 
their dying groans. 

The Pequots, encouraged by the trifling resistance 
made by the English to their wanton acts' Of barhariiy, 
an the 20th June, 1636, besieged fort Saybrook, in which 
there were about twenty men stationed ; the Indians were 
to the number of about one hundred and fifty, they aur- 
ronnded and furiously attacked the fort at midnight, hor- 
ribly yelling and mimicking the dying groans of auch 
as had fallen victims to their barbarity : but the English 
being fortunately provided with a piece of cannon or 
two, caused their savage enemies to groan in reality, 
who, after receiving two or three deadly fires from llws 
besieged, retreated, leaving behind them dead or mortal- 
ly wounded about twenty of their number ; the English 
sustained no loss In the attack. 

The GoTcrnor and Council of MaiiachuselM colony, 
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•formed at the bold and daring conduct of the Peqoots) 
on the 20th August dispatched Capt. Endicot, of Salem, 
with ninety men, to avenge the murders committed by 
them, unless they should consent to deliver up the mur- 
derers, and make reparation for the injuries which the 
English had sustained. Capt. Endicot was directed to 
proceed firsi to Clock Uland (then inhabited by the Pe- 
qaois} put the men to the sword and lake possession of 
the island— the women and children were to be spared— 
thence he was to proceed to the Pequot country, demand 
the murderers of the English, a thousand fathom of 
wampum, and a number of their children as hostages. 

Capt. Endicot sailed from Boston on the morning of 
the 20th, when he arrived at Block.- Island, about sixty 
i] peared on the shore and opposed his landing ; 
his men soon however effected a landing and after a little 
skirmishing drove the Indians into the wuods, where 
they cculil not be found. The English continued two 
days on the island, in which lime they destroyed 100 
wigwarms and about 50 Cannes, when they proceeded 
for the Pequot country, — When they arrived in Pequot 
harbour, Cljrt. EWHCOJ acquainted the enemy With hi* 
designs and determination to avenge the cftieluct pras> 
liced upon his countrymen— in a few momci I 
500 of the enemy colleUed upon the shores, but as soon 
as they were made acquainted with the hostile views of 

in, they hastily withdrew, and use re u 
•elves in swamps mid ledges, inaccessible to the 
—Capt. Enoicot landed his men on both sides ihe lur. 
hour, burnt their wigwarms and destroyed their tauoes, 
killed an Indian or two, and then returned to Boston 1 — 
Enough indeed had been done to exasperate but nothing 
to subdue a haughty and warlike enemy. 

StsiMtni (chid' sachem of the Pe<juota) and his cap- 
tains, wereuisiiof great and independent spirits; they 






hid conquered and gowned the nations around then 
without conlroui— they viewed the English as stranger* 
and mere intruders, who had no right to the country 
nor to conlroui its original proprietors, independent prin- 
ces atid sovereigns— they had made settlements at Con- 
neciicut without their consent, and brought home the 
Indian kings whom they had conquered, and restored to 
Ihem their authority and lands— they had built a fort, 
and were making a settlement without their apr.rob;ition 
id their very neighbor hood— indeed they had now pro- 
ceeded to attack and ravage the country j— the Pequots 
inconsequence breathed not hint; but war and revenge;' 
(hey were determined to extirpate or drive all the Eng- 
lish from New-England. For this purpose they eonceiT- 
cd the plan of uniting the Indiana generally against 
them; they spared no art nor pains to make peace with 
the Narragansets, and to engage them in the war a- 
gainst the English, to whom they represented that the 
English, who were merely foreigners, were overspread- 
ing the country] and depriving the original inhabitants 
of their ancient rights and possessions ; that unless ef> 
fcctual measures were immediately taken to prevent it) 
they would soon entirely dispossess the original proprie- 
tors and become the lords of the continent ; they insist- 
ed that by a general combination they could either de- 
stroy or drive them from the country, that there would 
be no necessity of coming to open battles, that by kil- 
ling their cattle, Bring their houses, laying ambushes on 
the roads, in the fields, and wherever they could sur- 
prise and destroy them, they might accomplish their 
withes ;— they represented that if the English should ef- 
fect the destruction of ihe-Pequols, they would alsoaoon 
destroy the Nurrsganseii. So just and politic were 
ihese rcprciet.t.V.ions, that nothing but that thirst for re- 
venge, which inflame* the savage heart, could have r«- 




1 their influence, indeed it it tail! that Tor • 
tfa« Narragansets hesitn'ed. 

The governor of the colonies, , to prevent in union be- 
tween thcic savjgc nation*, and !o •trene;l>i*n !he peace 
between the Narragansel Indiana and the colonies, dis- 
patched u messenger to invite MtAMriKom, their chief 
aachem, to Boston. — The invitation was accepted by Mi- 
Axtikonu, and while it Boston, with the Governor and. 
Council entered into n treaty, the substance of which 
Was as follows, (viz. J— That there should be n firm peace 
maintained between the English and Narragsnseli, and 
(hetr posterity : — That neither party should make peace 
with ibe Pcquots without its being first mutually assent* 
ed to : — That the Narragaoscts should not harbour the 
enemies of the English, but deliver up to tham such fu- 
gitives A3 should resort to them for safety ;— The Eng- 
lish were to give them notice wlien they went out against 
(he Pequots, and the Narragansets were to furnish 
glides. 

In February I63T, the English in Connecticut colony, 
represented to the Governor and CowlwH their desire to 
proserrute more effectually the war with the Perpiots, wtki 
wet continued to exercise tow.ird them the most wanton 
acts of barbarity.— They repreiented that on the loth 
January, a boat containing three of their countrymen was 
attacked by the enemy as it was proceeding down the 
river ; that the English Tor letm time bravely defended 
themselves, but were at length overpowered by numbers ; 
lhat the Indians, when tlicy bed succeeded in capturing; 
ihe buat'screw, ripped them up from the bottom of their 
bellies to their throats, and in like manner split them 
down their backs, and thus mangled hung them upon 
trees by the river side !— they represented that the affairs 
of Connecticut colony at this moment wore a most gloomy 
aspect— that they had sustained great losses in c.ttlc 




the preceding years but were still more V 
innate the present ; that a most dreadful and insidious 
enemy were now seeking opportunity to destroy them— 
that they could neiher hunt, fish or cultivate their fields, 
nor travel at home or abroad but at the peril of i heir lives 
—that they were obliged to keep a comiant watch by 
night and day, to go armed to iheir daily labours and to 
the houses of public worship !— and although desirous to 
prosecute the war more effectually with the common 
enemy, they were not in a situation to do it, and there- 
fore hmvbly prayed Tor assistance. 

The report of the horrid and unprovoked cruelties of 
the Pctjuots, practised upon the defenceless inhabitants 
of Connecticut colony, roused the other colonies to har- 
monious and spirited exertions ngninst ihem— Massachu- 
setts determined to send 200 and Plymouth 40 men to 
assist their unfortunate brethren in prosecuting the war. 
— Capt. Pat-hick with 40 men was sent forward before 
the ether troops, in order that he might be enabled sea- 
sonably to foim junction with the troops in Connecti- 
cut, who, notwithstanding their weak and distressed state 
had engaged to furnish yo men. 

On Wednesday the 10th May, the Connecticut troops 
proceeded for their fort at Saybrook ; they consisted of 
HO Englishmen and 70 Mohegan and river Indians— the 
latter commanded by Uncus, sachem of the Mohegans, 
and the former by Capt, John Mason, who was accompa- 
nied by the RbV» Mr, SrOHB, of llarif'ovil, as chaplam. 
The Mohegans being detached from the F.nglsh, on their 
way to Suybronk, fell in with a considerable body of the 
enemy, whom they attacked and defeated, they killed 22 
arnl '.nuk la of them prisoners. 

Among the prisoners there was one who was rerng- 
riizcd asa vierfuleousvillian ; he had lived in Hit 
the Unglisb some time before and well under:,: ... 









the commencement of hostilities with the Pec|uo»j, when 
be deserted lite garrison and joined the enemy, whom he 
terved as guide, and through whose inntrgatinn many ot" 
the English had been captured and put tndealh.— Uncos 
ant.] hii men insisted upon executing him according tO 
the custom of their ancestors, and the Lngiisii, in the 
circumstances in which they then were, did not judge i<- 
prudent to interfere— the Indians enkindled a fire, near 
which they confined the prisoner to a stake, in which si. 
luation he remained until his skin became parched with 
(he heat; the Mohegarts then violently tore him limb 
from limb, barbarously cutting his flesh in pieces, they 
handed it round from one to another, eating it, while 
they sung and danced round the fire in a manner pecu- 
liar to savages ! the bones and such parts of the unfortu- 
nate captive as were not consumed in this dreadful re- 
past, were committed to the fianius ar.d consumed to 
•sties. 

On the 15th, Capt. Mason and his men proceeded for 
Narragamel bay, at which place they safely amved on 
the 51st. — Cap;. Mason marched immediately to the 
plantation of Canonicus (a Narraganact sachem) and ac- 
quainted him with his designs, and immediately after dis- 
patched a messenger to MtAMTlHOJCl, tu inform htm 
likewise of the expedition. The next day Mm 
with his chief counsellors and warriors met the English 
— -Cspt. Mason informed him that the cause oHiis enter- 
ing his country with an armed force was to avenge the 
injuries which the Perjuots had done the English, and 
deiired a free passage to their foils, which they intended 
to attack ;— after a solemn consultation, in the lad tan 
manner, Miastinomi observed that" he highly approv- 
ed of the expedition, and would send men lo assist the 
gnglish, but that they were too few in number to light 
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the enemy— that the Pequoti were great warriors and 
iiuliiHp|l|liitrl ibe English:" 

Capt. Masok landed his men and marched to Che plan- 
tation of Miantinumi, which, by previous agreement, 
*u to be Ibe place of geveral rendezvous— in the even- 
ing an Indian runner arrived with information thai Cap!. 
P a rates:, wiltt (he men under bit command, had arrived 
at the plantation of Kcetn Williams, in Providence, 
»nd en desirous that Capt. Mason should postpone bit 
march unlit auch time as he could join him; Capt. Ma- 
•on after mature deliberation determined however not to 
trait hia arrival, ah b/iugh a junction was considered impor- 
tant ; his seen hud already been detained much longer 
than wai agreeable to their wishes, and the Mohegans 
apparently were impatient for battle. The little army 
therefore (consisting of 90 Englishmen, 60 Mohcgan and 
river Indians and about SCO Narraganaets) commenced 
their march en the 24th, and in the evening of that day 
reached Nibantiek, which bounded on the country of the 
Penuota— Nihimtick, was the seat of a Narraganset Sa- 
chem, who seemed displeased with the expedition, and 
would not suffer the English to enter his fort— Capt. Ma- 
sob, suspecting the treachery of this fellow, placed a senti- 
nel at night at the entrance of the fort, determined that 
as be could not be permitted to enter, no one should corns 
out to advise the enemy of his approach. 

On the morning of the 35th, Capt. Mason was joined 
by an additional number of the Narragaosets and a few 
of th* Nihanticks— they formed a circle, and brandishing 
their scalping knives, made protestations how gallantly 
they would fight, and what numbers they would kill ! See. 
.—Capt, Mason had now under his command near 500 
Indians, in addition to his former force, with whom he 
early reassummetl bis march for Hie head quarters of the 
enemy— Ibe day proved uncommonly warm, and the men 
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through extensive belt ttid want of proriiion, were only 
enabled by night to reacb Paucaiuck river ; where tbw 
ftamgansets began lo manifest great fear and to enquire 
ef Cipt. Masox bit real designs — he assured them that 
•' it was to attack the Pequota in their fort '." at which 
they appeared greatly surprised, and exhibited a disposi- 
tion to quit the English and return home. 

Wiquijs, a Pequot Sachem, who bad revolted from 
SasActs, was the principal guide of the English* and lie- 
proved faithful ; tie gave such information respecting 
the distance or the forts of the enemy from each other, 
and (be distance they were then from that of the chief 
Sachem's, as induced Capt. Mason lo determine to at- 
tack the latter, which his guide represented as situated at 
the bead of Mistic river— he found his men so much fa- 
tigued in marching through a pathless wilderness, wiifi 
their provision, aims and ammunition, that this resolution. 
appeared to be absolutely necessary. The littie army 
accordingly on the morning ol the 36tb, proceeded direct- 
ly for lUmrc, and at about sundown penetrated a thick 
swamp) where (imagining that they could not be far dis- 
tant from the fort) f hey pitched their tittle camp, between 
two large rocks, now known by the name of " Porter'* 
rocks," situated in Groton— the sentinels, who were con- 
siderably advanced in front of the main body of the En- 
glish, distinctly heard the enemy singing and dancing 
through the night at their fait. 

The important day was now approaching when the 
very existence of CormcTicvr, was to be determined 
by the sword in a single action ! and to be decided by the 
valour of less than 100 brave men !— About two hours 
before day the men were aroused from their slumbers 
by their officers, and after commending themselves and 
their cause to the Alhugbtt, proceeded with all pot- 
tle dispatch fsr the enemy's fort ;— when within a few- 
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TAds of tlie fort, Capt. Mason sent for Uncos and ff*> 
gi/.i.sfl, and desired them in their Indian manner to Imr- 
rangue and prepare their men for combat ; ibey replied 
that " iheir men were much afraid, and could not b« 
prevailed upon to advance any farther '." — " Go then (said 
Capt. Mason) and request them not to retire, but lo sur- 
round the lort ai any distance they please, and see what 
courage Englishmen can display !" — The day was now 
dawning, and no lime to be lost, the fort was soon in 
View— the soldiers pressed forward, animated whti the 
reflection that it was not ior themselves alone they were 
about to fight, but for their parents, wives, children and 
countrymen !— as they approached the fort within a short 
distance, they were discovered by a Periuot sentinel, who 
roared out " Owanux .'" " Qivomix .'" (Englishmen ! 
Englishmen !) — the troops pressed on and as the Indians 
were rallying poured in upon them the contents of their 
muskets, and instantly hastening to the principal entrance 
of the fort, rushed in sword in hand 1 — an important mo- 
ment this ! for notwithstanding the blaze and thunder of 
the arms of the English, the Pequots made a manly and 
desperate resistance ; sheltered by their wigwarms, and 
rallied by their sachems and squaws, they delended them- 
selves and in some instances attacked (he English with a 
resulution that would have done honor to Romans !— 
after a bloody and desperate conflict of near two hours 
continuance, in which hundredsof the Indians were slain, 
and many of the English killed and wounded, victory 
still hung in suspense !— in this critical state of the ac- 
tion, Capl. Mason had recourse to a successful expedi- 
ent— rushing into a wigwarm within the fori, he seized 
a brand of fire, and in the mean time crying out to hi* 
men " vc sr.uti burn them .'" communicated it to the 
mats with which the wigwarms were covered, by which 
means the whole fori was very scon enwrap! inflames! 
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-as the lire increased the English retired ami formed a 
circle around the fart; ihe Mohcgans and NarraganseM 
Who had remained idle spectators to the bloody conflict, 
Dow mustered courage sufficient to farm another circle 
in the rear of them ; — the enemy were now in a deplo- 
rable situation— death inevitably was their portion I— sal- 
lying forth from their burning cells, they were shot or 
cut in pieces by the English— many of iliem (perceiving 
it impossible to escape the vigilance of the troops) threw 
themselves voluntarily into the flames ! 

The violence of the Dames— the reflection of the light 
—the clashing and roar of arms— the shrieks and yells 
of the savages in the fort, and the shoutings of the friend- 
ly Indians without, exhibited o grand and awful scene ! 
in less than two hours from the Commencement of the 
bloody action; the English completed their work — eighty 
wigwarms were burnt and upwards of eight hundred In- 
dians destroyed ! — parents and children, the aaanup and 
«quaw, the aged and the young, perished in permiscu- 
ous ruin !— the loss of the English was comparitivcly 
trilling, not exceeding 25 in killed and wounded. 

Alter the termination of this severe engagement, at 
the English were proceeding to embark on board their 
vessels {which fortunately for tbcm at this moment ar- 
rived in the harbor) they were attacked in the rear by 
about 30O of the enemy, who had been dispatched from 
* neighboring fort to assist their brethren — the English 
pave them so warm a reception that they soon gave way 
and fell back to the field ot action, where viewing for a 
few moments, with apparent marks of horror and sur- 
prize, the shocking scene which i'. presented, they stamp- 
ed, bellowed, and with savage rage tore their ha:r from 
ihcir heads i and then, with a hideous yell, pur 
English as if with a deierminaiian to avenge the deaihs 
of their friends even at the expence of their lives ;— they 
E 
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pursued the English nearly six miles, icmatimes a!i»(S 
ingats distance, from behind rocks and trees, andeom«- 
limes pressing bard up-jn tliem and hazarding themselves 
in open field— tlie English killed number* of them but 
sustained no lass on their part ; when a Pequol fell, the 
Mohegans would cry out " run and letch his head !"' — 
the enemy finding at length that they discharged their 
arrows in vain, and that the English appealed to be well 
supplied with ammunition, gave over the pursuit. 

In leas than three weeks Horn the time the English 
embarked at Saybrook, they returned (with the exception 
of the few killed and wounded) in safety to their respec- 
tive habitations.— few enterprises were ever perhaps at- 
thieved with mere per sr.nal bravery ; in few have so great 
a proportion of the effective men of a whole colony* 
state or nation, been put to so great and immediate dan- 
ger — in few have a people been so deeply and immedi- 
ately interested, as were the English inhabitants of Con'* 
ueclicut at this important crisis— in these respects even 
the great armaments and battles of Europe are compar- 
atively of little importance— and it ought never to be for- 
gotton, that through the bravery and unconquerable reso- 
lution of lew than one hundred men, Connecticut was 
once saved, and the most warlike and terrible tribe of 
Indians in New-England completely exterminated. 

The Tew Pequots that now remained alive conceiving 
it unsafe to inhabit longer a country so exposed to inva- 
sion, removed far to the westward ; among whom we* 
Sassacvs, their principal sachem— On the 35th June, 
the Connecticut troops under command ofCapt. Ma so*, 
together with a company from Massachusetts, command- 
ed by Capt. Stoughtok, were sent in pursuit of them j 
they proceeded westward, and on the 27th fell in with, 
attacked and defeated a considerable body of them I tbcf 
took about 50 of tbem proouit, araoug whoa yj«re. 



wfiose fives were offered ihem 
*jf (heir serving an guides to the English. 

Th* English on their march ftwjiftmfy fell in < 
■mall detached panic* sf the enemy, whom they car 
ed or destroyed, but could not obtain any infurm 
relative to tlit main body commanded by Saisacv 
finding (tut (he two sachem prisoners would not g 
ihem the information required, tftej on the S9th behead- 
cd them at a place called Minunkatuck (uu* Guilf'uni) 
from which circumstance (he place still bears the name 
of" Sachems' head." The English on the 30ih, arriv- 
ed at Quinoipiak (now New-Haven) where they were in- 
formed by a friendly Pecjttot (hat the enemy were encamp- 
ed in a swamp, a few miles to the westward — the troopi 
pushed forward and on the succeeding day arrived at the 
Lorder of said swamp, which thev found a thicket so ex- 
tremely boggy as to render it inaccessible to any one but 
rtie natives— the English, therefore, thought it most advif 
flable to surround the swamp and annoy the enemy as op- 
portunity presented ;— the Indians, after a few skirmishes, 
requested a parley, which being granted Ihem, Thomas 
Sijxtqx (interpreter to the English) was sent to treat 
with them— he was authorized to offer We to such as h»d 
tot shed the blood of Englishmen; upon which the Si* 
chem of the place, together with about 300 of bit tribe 
came out, and producing satisfactory proof of their inno- 
cence, were permitted to retire i— but the Petjuots boldly 
declared that " they had both shed and drunk the blood of 
Englishmen, and would not upon such terms accept of 
life, but would light it out !"— The English, unwilling to 
brook the threats and insulting language ol tiie Pcrrools, 
attempted now to devise means to attack the whole body 
t»f them without further delay, the officers were however 

I in opinion as te the mode of attack— some w 
fsr setting fire lo ihe swamp, others for cutting tl 
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way through with hatchets, and others Tor surrounding 
it with a high fence or pal lis ado ; neither of which plans 
were however fully adopted — as night approached the 
lit through a part of the swamp, by which 
means its circumference was much lessened) and they 
enabled so completely to surround the enemy as to pre- 
vent their escape during the night [—early tiie ensuing 
morning the Indians perceiving themselves completely 
hemmed in by the Englishj made a violent attempt to 
break through (heir lines ; they were however driven 
back with great loss— they next attempted to force the 
line formed by the Connecticut troops, but here they met 
with a much warmer reception— the contest now became 
close and severe, the Indians, who were about 600 in 
number, appeared determined nut to yield hut at the ex- 
per,ce of their lives ; one of the most resolute of them 
walked boldly op to Capt. Mason, with an uplifted toma- 
hawk, and when about to give the fatal stroke, received 
ii blow from the latter, who with his cutlass severed the 
head of the savage Irom his body ! the enemy soon after 
made another attempt to break through the lines of the 
English, and in which, aftera violent struggle, they 6nal- 
ly succeeded ; about GO ol their bravest warriors escap- 
ed, the remainder being either killed or taken prisoners ; 
— the loss of the English, was 1 1 killed and about 30 
wounded. 

The prisoners taken were divided among the troops, 
some of whom were retained by them as servants and the 
remainder sent to the West-Indies and sold to the plan- 
ters — the prisoners reported that the whole tribe of Pe- 
ijuots was now nearly exterminated ; that in different 
engagements there had been upwards of 2000 of them 
killed and about 1000 captured, among whom were 13 
Sachems, and that b'ix yet survived, one of whom was 
Sassjcvs, who had fled with the fragment of his 
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(he country bordering on Hudson m?r, inhabited by the 
Mohawks. 

After the swamp Gght the Pequota became so weak: 
and scattered that the Mohegans and Narragansets daily 
destroyed them, and presented their scalps to the Eng- 
lish ; the few ihat fled with Sasbacu* to the westward, 
were attacked and totally destroyed by the Mohawks— 
the scalp of Sassacus was in the fall of 1638, presented 
to the Governor and Council of Massachusetts. 

Soon after the extermination of the Pequots, the Nar- 
ragansets (the most numerous tribe in New-England) be- 
ing displeased with the small power with which they 
Were vested) and the respect which the English uniformly 
manifested for Uncus, appeared disposed in break their 
treaty of friendship. Miantihomi, without consulting 
the English according to agreement, without [in 
war, or giving Ukcus the least information, raisi 
my of 1000 men and marched against him. — The spies 
of Uncus discovered the army at some distance and gave 
him intelligence— he was unprepared, but rallying about 
500 of his bravest men he told them ihey must by no means 
suffer Miantinomi to enter their town, but must go 
and give him battle on his way. The Mohegans having 
marched three or four miles met the enemy upon an ex. 
tensive plain— when the armies bad advanced within fjir 
(jow shot of each other, Uncus had recourse to stratagem, 
with which he had previously acquainted his warriors- 
he desired a parley, which being granted, both 
halted in the face of each other; Uncus g2]lan:!> . 
vancing in front of his men addressed Miantikomi to 
this effect — " You have a number of stout men « 
and so have I with me ; it is a great pity that - 
brave warriors should be killed inconsequent i 
rite misunderstanding between us two!— come 
i,ravc man, as yoa profess to be, and let us deck 



eSitpote alone, if yon kill mc, my men shall be four* ; 
but if I kill you, your men shall be mine !— ■< No 1 (re- 
plied MiAKTtHoMi) my men come lo fight, and they 
■hall fight !"— upon which Uncus falling instantly to the 
ground hi* men discharged a shower of arrows among 
the Narraganscts, and without a moment's interval, mail- 
ing opnn Ihcro in ihc most furious manner, with a hideous 
yell, pui them to flight.— The Mohegana pursued the 
enemy with the same fury and eagerness with which tiiey 
commenced the action— the Narragftnseta were driven 
down ruck* and precipice*) and chased like a doe by the 
huntsman— many of them io escape from their pursuers 
plunged into a river from rocks of near sixty feet in 
height — among others Miaktinomi was hard pushed, 
nne of the most forward of the Mohegana coming up 
with hia, twirled him about and impeded his flight that 
Uncus, their S.ichem, might alone hare the honor of 
ta«Hj-,hini; — Uncut (who was a man of great bodily 
strength) rushing forward like a lion greedy of his prey, 
seised MtANTiNosti by the shoulder, and giving the In- 
dian whoop, called up his men who were behind to his 
assistance— The victory was complete— about 50 of the 
Narragansett were killed and a much greater number 
wounded and taken prisoners; among the latter was n 
brother of Miantikomi and two of the sons of Cahoki. 
cus, whom Uncus conducted in triumph to Mohegan. 
Some few days after, Uncus conducted Miantinomi 
back to the spot where he was taken, for the purpose of 
putting him, to death ; at the instant they arrived on the 
ground, an Indian (who was ordered lo march in the rear 
for the purpose) sunk a hatchet into hia head, and dis- 
patched him at a single stroke !— he was probably unac- 
quainted with his fate and knew not by what means he 
fell— Ukcus cut out a large piece of his shoulder which 
he devoured in savage triumph ! declaring in l 



rii the sweetest meal he ever a 
his hean strong !** The Mohegans buried Miahtihou^ 
m the place ol lit* execution, end erected upon his grave 
a !>iliar oE Wanes— this memorable event gave the place 
the name of •* Sachem's Plains"— they are situated in 
an eastern comer of Norwich.* 

Tli* NarragansetB became now greatly enraged at th# 
death of their snebem, and sought means to destroy 
Ujcchs, whose country they in small parties frequently 
invaded, and by laying ambushed cut off a number of 
kis most valuable warriors. As Uncus was the avowed 
friend of the English, and had in many instances signal' 
iwrt himself as such, they conceived it their duty to aP< 
lord him all the protection possible— they dispatched 
messenger* to acquaint the Narragansetts with their tie- 
termination, should they continue to molest and disturb 
the repose of the Mohegans. — The messengers of Urn 
English met with tjuitc an unfavorable reception, to 
whom one of the Nai raganset sachems declared thai " he 
would kill every Englishman and Mohegan that came 
within his reach ' that whoever began the war he would 
continue it, and thai nothing should satisfy him but tug 
head of Uncus 1" 

The English, irritated at the provoking language of 
the ts'arraganietls, now determined not only to protect 
Uacvs, but to envade their country with an army of 300 
■ten; first to propose a peace on their own terms, bul 
K rejected, to attack and destroy them— for this purpose. 
Massachusetts was to furnish 190 and Plymouth arid 
Connecticut colonies 55 men each. 

The Narraganstit9 learning that an army was about to, 
ent;r the heart of their country, and fearful of the i*sue> 
dispatched several of their principal men to sue for 
peace, un such term* as the English should be pleased 
t» grant.— The Governor and Council demanded UiaF 
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they should restore to Uncus all Ihc captives and canoe* 
which they had taken from him, and pledge themselves 
10 maintain perpetual peace with the English and their 
allies, and to the former pay an annual tribi m of 2000 
fathom of white wampum 1— these indeed were hard 
terms, against which the Narragansets, strongly remon- 
strated, but aware that the English had already a consid- 
erable force collected for that express purpo.e of enva-" 
tling their country, they at length thought it moat pru- 
dent to acquiesce. 

During the war between the Narragansets and Uxcus, 
Ihe former once besieged the fort of the latter nntil his 
provisions were nearly exhausted, and he found that his 
men must soon perish either by famine or the tomahawk 
unless speedily relieved — in this crisis he tound meana 
of communicating an account of his situation to the Eng- 
lish scouts, who had been dispatched from the fort in 
Saybiook to reeonnoirre the enemy— Uxc us represent* 
ed the dangers to which the English would be exposed 
U the Narragansets should succeed in destroying the 
Mohegans. It was at this critical juncture, that the 
greatest part of the English troops in Connecticut were 
employed on an expedition abroad ; a Mr. Thomas Lkf- 
yiKGWELL, however, a bold and enterprising man, on 
learning the situation of Uncus, loaded & canoe with 
provision, and under cover of the night paddled from Say- 
brook into the river Thames, and had the address to get 
the whole into the fort— the enemy soon after discovering 
that Uncus had received supplies, raised the siege |— for 
this piece of service Uncus presented said Lkffincwkll 
with a deed of a very large tract of land, now comprising 
the whole town of Norwich. 

The English in New-England now enjoyed a peace un- 
til the year 1671, when they again took up arms to re- 
i jjie dculh of one of their countrymen, who had 
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been inhumanly murdered by an Indian belonging to 
the Nipnet tribe, of which the celebrated Philip, of 
Mount-Hope (now Bristol, R. I.) was Sachem.-— It was 
throught the most prudent step by the Governor and 
Council, first to send for Philip, and acquaint him with 
the cause of their resentment, and the course which 
they were determined to pursue in case he refused to 
deliver into their hands the murderer— Philip being ac- 
cordingly sent for, and appearing before the court, ap^ 
peared much dissatisfied with the conduct of the accused, 
assuring them that no pains should be spared to bring 
him to justice ; and more folly to confirm his friendship 
for the English, expressed a wish that the declaration 
which he was about publicly to make, might be commit- 
ted to paper, that he and his Council, might thereunto 
affix their signatures. The Governor and Council, in 
compliance with the request of Philip, drew up the fol- 
lowing, which after being signed by Philip and his chief 
men, was presented to the Governor by Philip in con- 
firmation of his friendly assurances :— 

11 Whereas my father, my brother, and myself, havb 
uniformly submitted to the good and wholesome laws of 
his majesty, the king of England, and have ever respect- 
fed his faitlul subjects, the English, as our friends and 
brothers, and being still anxious to brighten the chain of 
friendship between us, we do now embrace this opportu- 
nity to pledge ourselves, that we will upare tvj pains in 
seeking out and bringing to justice, such of cur tribe as 
shall hereafter commit any outrage against thevn ; and to 
xcmove all suspicion, we voluntarily agree to deliver up 
to them, all the fire arms, which they have heretofore 
kindly presented us with, until such time as they can 
aafcly repose confidence in us — and for the true perform- 
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r sacred promises, we have hereunto si 



Chief Sachem, 

Philip's X mark. 

Chief Men. 

POBKAKOKET's X mSTS. 

Uncoxbo's X mark. 
Samiaba's X mark. 
Wocokom's X mark. 



In presence of the 
Governor and Council. 



Notwithstanding the fair promises of Pbili?, it won 
soon discovered by the English, that he was playing a 
deep game, that he was artfully enticing his red breth- 
ren throughout the whole of New-England, to rise, en 
masse, against them, and drive them out of the country; 
the Narragansets, lor this purpose, had engaged to raise 
4000 fighting men— the spring of 1673, was the time 
agreed upon on which the grand blrw was to be given.— 
The evil intentions of Philip, was first discovered and 
communicated to the English, by a friendly Indian, of 
the Narraganset tribe ; foitunately for them, this Indian 
had been taken into favour by the Rev. Mr. Elliot, by 
whom he had been taught to read and write, and became 
much attached to the English— The Governor upon re- 
ceiving the important information relative to the hostile 
views of Paii.tr, ordered a military watch to be kept up 
in all the English settlements within the three colonies ; 
by some of whom it was booh discovered that the repan 
of their Indian friend wa* too well founded, as the In- 
dians of different tribes were doily seen flocking in great 
number* to the luad quarters of Philip „■ previously 
•ending their wives and children (o the Narraganset 
country, which they had ever done previous to the com- 
mencement of hostilities. 

The inhabitants of Swanzey (a small settlement **■ 
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jo-n'uig Mount Hope, the bead quarters of Puiur) were 
Use fiisl who felt the effects of this war — PsjLif, en- 

cuuragged by the numbers who were daily entitling un- 
der hit banner*, aod despairing of discovering cause that 
eould juaiiiy him in the commencement of hostilities 
against hit "friends and b -others*' as he had termed 
them, resolved 10 provoke them to war by killing their 
cuttle, firing their bains, Ice. — this plan had it* desired 
effect, as the inhabitants, determined to save their pro- 
perty or perish in the attempt, fired upon the Indiana, 
winch was deemed cauaa sufficient by the latter to com- 
mence their bloody work— the ■wsr-v>hot>p wat immedia. 
tely thereupon sounded, when the Indiana commenced an 
indiscriminate murder of the defenceless inhabitants of 
Swanzey, sparing not the tender infant at the brent ; — 
but three, of seventy-eight persons which the town con- 
tained, made their escape-— Messengers were dispatched 
with the melancholy tidings of this bloody affair, to the 
Governor, who by and with the advice and consent of the 
Council) dispatched a company of militia with nil possi- 
ble speed to the relief of the distressed inhabitants resid. 
ingnear the head -quarters of Philip ;— as soon as t bey 
could be raised, three companies mere were despatched 
under the command of Captains Huncc-iihn, Pukntics, 
and Church, who arrived in the neighborhood of Swan- 
zey, on the 28th June, where they were joined by four 
more companies from Plymouth colony— it was found 
■hat the Indians had pillaged and set fire to tbe village, 
and with their booty had retired to Mount Hope — a com- 
pany of cavalry were sent under the command of Capt. 
pBEtirics, to reconnoiter them j but before they arrived 
iit a convenient place for Ibis purpose, they were ambush- 
ed and fited upon by the enemy, who killed six of their 
number and wounded ten— the repoitof their guns alarm- 
ing the rvmaining companies of the English, they has- 



trr.ed to the relief oE the cavalry, who at this moment 

were completely surrounded by about 600 Indians, be- 
tween whom and the English a warm contest now ensu- 
ed [ (he savages Fought desperately, and more than once 
nearly succeeded in overpowering (he English, but very 
Fortuna'ely for ihe latter, when nearly despairing tif vic- 
tory, a (Venn company of militia from Boston arrived ; 
which Hanking the enemy on the right and left, and ex- 
posing Ihem to two iires, soon overpowered them, and 
caused them to seek shelter in an adjoining wood, inac- 
cessible to the English The English had in this severe 

engagement 43 killed, and 7$ wounded, many of them 
mortally — the enemy's lost was supposed to be much 
greater. 

On the 30th, Major Savage (who by his excellency 
the Governor had been appointed Commander in Chief 
of the combined English tercet) arrived with an addi- 
tional company of cavalry, who with the remaining com. 
paiiies !hn following day commenced their march for 
Mount-Hope, the headquarter! of Philip— on .their 
way, the English were affected with a scene truly dis- 
Iressitig; the Savages, nni content with bathing their 
tomahawks in the blood of the defenceless inhabitants of 
Swanzey, hod, it was discovered, in many instances de- 
tached their limbs From their mangled hodies, and affix- 
ed Ihem to poles which were extended in the air ! among 
which were discovered the heads of several infant child,- 
siren, the whole of which, by order of Maj. Savage, 
wete collected and buried. 

The English arrived at Mount- Hope about sun-set, but 
the enemy having received information oftheir approach, 
had deserted their wigwamis and retired into a neigh- 
boring wood.— Major Savags, to pursue the enemy with 
: riuw divided his men into seperatc co 
li he ordered to march in different directions, station- 






iflg 40 at Mount-Hope. — On the 4th Jut; the men omit 
the command of Captains Cannes and Hencbmaw, (ell 
in with a body of the enemy, lo the number of 200, 
whom (hey attacked ; the English being but 33 in num- 
ber) including officers, victory for a considerable length 
of time appeared much in fovor of the savages, but 
very fortunately for the former being commanded by bold 
and resolute officers, they defended themselves in the 
most heroic manner until relieved by a company ofen- 
nlry, under the command of Capt. Prentice. — Toe 
Indians now in turn finding the fire of the English too 
warm for them, fled in every direciion, leaving 30 of 
their number dead and about 60 severely wounded on the 
field of action — the English in this engagement had 7 
killed and 32 wounded, five of whom survived the action 
but a few hours. 

This action, so far from daunting the bold and reso- 
lute Capt. Church, seemed to inspire him with addi- 
tional bravery ; unwilling that any of the enemy should 
escape, he boldly led his men into an almost impenetra- 
ble forest into which those who survived the action had 
fled — the Indians perceiving the English approaching, 
concealed themselves from their view by lying flat on 
their bellies, in which situation they remained concealed 
umit the English hud advanced within a few rods of 
them, when each unperceived fixing upon his man, dis- 
charged a shower of arrows among them — this unexpec- 
ted check threw the English into confusion, which the 
Indians perceiving, rushed furiously upon them with 
llieir knives and tomahawks, shouting horribly ! — the 
English (their cavalry being unable to afford them assii- 
'lance) were now in a very disagreeable situ.' 
trees being so very large u to render it difficult to use 
their fire arms with any effect) and they were very soon 
sp encompassed by the savages, as to render almost eve- 



ry effort to defend thcmscive* useless { of 64 who en- 
tered the swamp, but 37 escaped, Among whom very 
fortunately was their valuable leader Capt. Cuubcu. 

The English finding that they could netvher bring 
their enemies 10 action in open field, or engage them 
with any success in the forest in which they were lodg- 
ed, returned hemic wilh the exception of three compa- 
nies, who were stationed by Major Savags near the 
bordera of a swamp, into which it was strongly suspect- 
ed thai Philip, with a number of hit tribe, had fled— 
this swamp w_ib two miles in length, and to the English 
inaccessible— Pomr, who hod been watching the mo- 
tion of liia enemies, perceiving the greater part of them 
tin.rcliingr.ir conjectured that their object was to obtain 
a reinforcement ; impressed with thia belief, he re so J Ft d 
to iinprore the first opportunity to escape with a few 
chosen men by water, which he with little difficulty effect- 
ed the proceeding night, taking the advantage of a low 
tide. The enemy were soon after their escape discover* 
ed and pursued by the inhabitants of Rehoboth, accom- 
panied by n party of the Mohegans, who bad volunteer- 
ed their services against Philip. 

The Rettebolu militia came up with the rear of tha 
enemy about sunset, and tilled 1 2 of them, without sua- 
Utt-trog any loss on their part ; night preventing their en- 
gaging ihe whole force of Philip, but early the succeed- 
ing morning ihey cont nued the pursuit, the Indiana hud 
however tied with such precipitancy that it was found 
impossible to oveitake them— they bent their course to 
the westward, exhorting the different tribes through 
Which they passed to take up arms against the Eagtieh, 

The United Colonies became now greatly alarmed at 
the hostile views and rapid strides of Philip— the Gene- 
ral court was constantly in silting and endeavoring to 
plan means to cut htm off before be should have an up* 






rrspt the mind* or two nuf of bit cpon- 
trymen. 

White tlie Court was thus employed, information was 
received (hat Philip had arrived in the neighborhood 
of Hrookfield (situated about 65 miles from Boston) and 
(bat a number of its inhabitants had been inhumanly 
butchered by his adherents.— Orders were immediately 
thereupon issued Tor the raising ten companies of foot 
and horse, 'o be despatched to the relief of ihe emfor- 
tunnle inhabitant cf Brookficld ; but before they could 
retch that place Phili? and his party had entered the 
town and indiscriminately put to death almost etery in> 
fiabfrant which it contained ; the few that escaped having 
taken the precaution, previous to the attack, to assemble 
together m one house, which they strongly fortified ; thai 
bouse was furiously at tatted by the savages and several 
times set on fire, and (he besieged were on tbc point of 
surrendering when Major Wu.lard happily arrived to 
their relief :— Between the English and the Indians a des- 
perate engagement now ensued, the former, by the ex- 
press command of their officers, gave no quarter, but in a 
Tcry heroic manner rushed upon the savages with club- 
bed muskets; the action continued nntil near sunset, 
when (he few Indians that remained alive sought shelter 
m the neighboring woods. In this engagement the Eng- 
lish had 32 killed atMl 75 wounded— the enemy's loss 
was 317 killed, and between 900 and 300 wounded, who, 
by way ol retaliation (lor their barbarity exercised to- 
ward the defenceless inhabitants or Brook field,) were im- 
mediately pat to death. 

The (Jorernor and Council, on learning the fate oftho 
wnfortunate inhabitans of Brookfiekl, despatched a rein- 
forcement of three companies of cavalry to Major Vti- 
S.ARO, and ordered the like number to be sent him from 
Harford, in Connecticut colony, with which be Ma di- 



reded to pursue Philip with fire and sword 
part of the country he should resnrt. 

It being discovered thit a part of Philip's forces had 
6ed to Hatfield, two companies of English, under com- 
mand of Capt. Lathhop, and Capt. Heirs, were sent in 
pursuit of them, who within about three miles of Hat- 
field, overtook and attacked them, but the force of the 
English being greatly inferior to that of the enemy, the 
former were defeated and driven back to the main body ; 
which enabled the enemy (who bad in the late engage- 
ment been detached from their main body} to join Phil- 
ip.— On the !8th September, information was received 
by Major Willabd that the enemy had successfully at- 
tacked and defeated the troops under the command of 
Capt. Lathrop ; that they were ambushed and unex- 
pectedly surrounded by 1000 of the enemy, to whom 
they all (except three, who escaped) fell a sacrifice ! — 
The defeat of Capt. Lathbop took place in the neigh- 
Lorhood of Deevfield, for the defence of which, there 
was an English garrison, which the Indians were about 
to attack when Mujor Willasd happily arrived, on the 
approach of whom, the Indians fled. 

On the lOtli October following, a parly of Philip's 
Indians successfully assaulted the town of SpringGeld, 
which they pilliged and set fire to, killing about 40 of 
the inhabitants.— On the Ulh they assultcd the town of 
Hatfield, in which two companies under the command of 
Capt. Mosklt, and Capt. Appleton, were stationed ; 
the enemy continued the attack about two hours, when 
finding the fire of the English too warm for them, they 
Bed, leaving a number of their party behind them dead. 

Philip now finding himself closely pursued by a large 
and formidable body of the English, deemed it prudent 
to bend his course toward his old place of residence, there 
to remain until the ensuing spring. 



mtniisioners of the United Ctloniti, dill? 
reflecting on the deplorable situation of their defenceless 
brethren throughout ihc country, aware that there were 
(hen a much greater number of their savage enemies 
embodied, than at any former period, who, if suffered 
peaceably lo retire into winter quarters, might prove loo 
powerful for them Ihe spring ensuing, resolved to attack 
the whole force under Paine in their winter encamp- 
ment— for the purpose of which, every Englishman ca- 
pable of bearing arms, was commanded (by Proclamation 
of the Governor) to hold himself in readiness to march at 
the thonest notice. — The lOLh of December, was the- 
day appointed by ihe Commissioners on which the de- 
cisive blow was to be given— six companies were imme- 
diately raised in Massachusetts, consisting in the whole 
of 527 men, Ls the command of which were appointed 
Captains Mossly, Gakdenes, Davknport, Oliveh, 
and Johnson— five companies were raised in Connecti- 
cut, consisting of 450 men, to the command of which 
were appointed Captains Sir lt,MasoNi Gallop, Watts, 
and Marshall— two companies were likewise raised in 
Plymouth) consisting of 150 men, who were commanded 
by Captains Kics and Coram ; — three Majors of the 
three respective division, were also appointed, (o wit : 
Major A ppl Eton, of Massachusetts— Major Treat, of 
Connecticut— and Major Dbasfobd, of Plymouth— the 
whole force, consisting of 1137 men, were commanded 
by Major Central Wimblqw, Ute Governor of the colo- 
nics.— On ihe 7th December, the combined forces com- 
menced their march for the bead-quarters of the enemy 
•-at this inclement season, it was with the utmost diffi- 
culty lliat Ihe troops were enabled to penetrate through. 
a wild and purthless wood— on the morning of the Sih 
(having travelled all ihe preceding nighi) ihey arrived at 
the border of fin extensive swamp, in which they wero 



informed by their guides the enemy were encamped to 
the number of400O. — The English (after partaking of a 
little refreshment) formed for battle.— Capt. Mosslt, and 
Capt. Davenport, ted the ran, and Major Afpi.etob, 
and Capt. Olivhk, brought up the rear of th< Massa- 
chusetts forces— General WiitsLOW, with the Plymouth 
troops formed the centre — the Connecticut troops under 
the command of their respective captains, together with 
about 200 of the Mohegans, commanded by Oheco, (thar 
son of Uncus) brought up the rear. 

It was discovered by an Indian sent for that purpose, 
that in the centre of the swamp the enemy had built a 
very strong fori, of so wise construction, that it was with 
difficulty that more than one person could enter at one 
time.— About 10 o'clock, A. M. the English with the 
aound of the trumpet entered the swamp, and when 
within about fifty rods of their fort, were met and attack- 
ed by the enemy.— the Indians in their usual manner, 
shouting and howling like beasts of prey, commenced 
the attack with savage fury ; but with a hedious noise, 
the English were not to be intimidated ; charging them 
with unequalled bravery, the enemy were soon glad to 
seek shelter within the walls or their fort ;— the English 
having closely pressed upon the enemy, ai they retreat- 
ed, now in turn found themselves in a very disagreeable 
situation, exposed to the fire of the Indians {who wera 
covered by a high breastwork) they were not even ena- 
bled to act on the defensive.— At this critical juncture 
the lion-hearted Omkco, with the assent of Gen. Wins- 
low, offered (with the men under his command) to scale 
the walls of the fort, which being approved orby the 
English commanders, Oheco, with about sixty picked 
men, in an instant ascended to the top of the fort ; where 
having a fair chance at tht enemy, they hurled their 
tomahawks and discharged their arrows with such sue- 
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«e« among them, as in a very short lime to throw (hem 
into the utmost confusion ; those who attempted to es- 
cape from the fort, were instantly cut to pieces by tba 
troops without— she enemy finding themiclves thus hem- 
tntd in, end attacked on all sides, in the moat abject 
terms begged for quarter, which was denied ibem by the 
English— a great proportion of the troops being bow 
mounted on the walls of the fort, they had nothing to do 
but load and fire, the enemy being penned up and hud- 
dled together in such a manner, thai there was scarcely 
a shot lost.— This bloody contest was of near six hours 
continuance, when the English perceiving the tort filled 
with nought but dead, or such as were mortally wounded 
of the enemy, closed the bloody conflict. 

The scene of action at this instant was indeed such as 
could not fail to shock the stoutest hearted I— the huge 
logs of which the fort was constructed, were completely 
crimsoned with the blood of the enemy, while the sur- 
rounding woods resounded with the dying groans of the . 
wounded. — The number of slain of the enemy in I Ins 
severe engagement, could not be ascertained, it was 
however immense ; of 4000 which the fort was sup* 
posed to contain at the commencement of the action, 
not 300 escaped ! among whom unfortunately was the 
treacherous tmui. 

After the close of this desperate action, the troop* 
(having destroyed all *in their power) left the enemy's 
ground, and carrying about 300 wounded men marched 
back to the distance of sixteen miles to headquarters ; 
—the night proved cold and stormy, tha snow fell deep, 
and it was not until midnight or after tn.it the troops 
were enabled ta reich their place of destination— many 
of the wounded, who probably otherwise might have re- 
covered) perished with the cold and incjnireaiencc of a 
search so fatiguing. 
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Allfeougb tfce deitruction ofsogreat a number of th» 
enemy was considered of I he greatest importance to th* 
English, yet it proved a conquest dearly bought — it was 
obtained at the expence of the lives of not only a great 
number of privates, but a great proportion of their most 
valuable officers j among whom were Captains Diriw- 
roRT, Gardkkr, Johnsom, Siklt, and Marshall— on 
enumerating their number of blaia and wounded, it was 
found sb follows :— 

Of the companies commanded by 
Captains JIlosMLr, .... 10 killed, 40 wounded. 
Olifib, • - - . 30 -•-■ 48 

Gaudier, •••11 32 

Jonxsox, IB 



J)jn 



- is - 



19 



Gallop, 28 .... 

S/Etr, ...... 32 -•-- 50 

Waits, 19 33 

JllASQX, .....40...- SO 

JIlAHSHiLt, - - 25 • • - - ST 

Coram, ....-SO'--- 41 

Sachem 0#&cq, si-... 83 

Total, 299 Total, 513 






The courage displayed during the action bjr every 
part of the army— the invincible heroism of the officers 
—the firmness and resolution of the soldiers, when they 
saw their captains falling before them— and the hardships 
endured before and after the engagement, are hardly • 
credible, and rarely find a parallel in ancient or modern 
agu '.— the sold (the day preceding the action) was ex- 
treme, and in the night of which, the snow fell so deep 
render it extremely difficult for the army to move 
Bttcextdittg ;— four hundred or the soldiers were 
so rcrnpletcly frozen as to be unfit for duly !— ihe Con- 
necticut troops were Ihe nosl disabled, having endured 
a tedious march without baiting from Stoning ton to tl.u 



Hie temJezTous — they sustained too a n 
greater lost in the action, in proportion to their nombara, 
than the troopi of the other colonies— the bold and in* 
trepid Capt. Mason (who received a fatal wound in the 
action, of which he died in about three months after) was 
the first after the Mohegam to mount the wall* of the 
fort, nor did the troops under bis command fail to follow 
the noble example. 

The loss of the troops from Connecticut was so great 
that Major T«kat conceived it absolutely necessary la 
return immediately home— such of the wounded as were 
not able to travel were put on board a vessel and convey- 
ed to Ktonington— the troops on their return kilted and 
captured about 30 of the enemy. 

The Massachusetts and Plymouth forces kept the field 
(lie greater part of the winter— they ranged the country, 
took a. number of prisoners, destroyed about 300 wig- 
-warms, but achieved nothing brilliant or decisive. 

fThe Nipnet and Narraganset tribes being by the late 
fiction nearly exterminated, the few that sutvived (by* 
the direction of Philip) fled in small parties to different 
parts of the country, improving every opportunity that 
presented to revenge the untimely fate of their brethren' 
On the loth February, 167B, about 100 of them surpris- 
ed the inhabitants of Lancaster (Mass.) a part of whom, 
as a place of greater safety, had the day previous re- 
sorted to the dwelling of the Her. Mr. Rowland ; this 
however being constructed of dry logs, was set fire to 
by the Indians, which the unfortunate English within 
being unable to extinguish, they fell victims to the de- 
vouring flames. — On the 31st the enemy attacked the 
inhabitants of Medlield, 32 of whom they killed and of 
the remainder made captives. 

On the 3d March) the Indians still continuing their 
depredations, two companies of cavalry, under the com- 



nss.ru! of Capt. Pierce, ami Capt. Watxihs, were or- 
dered out for the purpose of affording protection to (he 
defenceless inhabitants of towns most exposed to their 
incursions— on the 5th they marched to Pautuxet, near 
where there were a considerable body of Indians en- 
camped, whom on the morning of the 5th, they fell in 
with and attacked— the enemy at first appeared but few 
in number, but these were only employed to decoy the 
English! wiiu on a sudden found themselves surrounded 
by near 500 Indians, who, with their tomahawks and 
scalping knives, rushing furiously upon them, threaten- 
ed them with instant destruction 1— The English now 
acting upon the defensive, although surrounded by five 
times their number, fought with their usual spirit, and 
were resolved to set) their lives at as dear rate as possi- 
ble, they were very soon however compelled to yield 
to the superior force of their savage enemies ; but 
five escaped !— This victory, though of considerable im- 
portance to the savages, coat them a number of their 
bravest warriors, 9Z of whom were the proceeding day 
, upon the Geld of action ; there were in this 
engagement about 20 friendly Indians with the English, 
who fought like desperadoes, one of them observing Capt. 
Pilbce unable to stand, in consequence of the many 
wounds he had received, for nearly two hours bravely 
(Meotkd him ; when perceiving his own iminent danger, 
and that he could afford I he captain no further assistance, 
by blacking his face as the enemy had done, escaped un- 
noticed. 

On the 25th March, a party of Indians attacked and 
burnt the towns of Weymouth and Warwick, killing a 
great number of the inhabitants,— On the 10th April 
following they pillaged and burnt Rehobolo and Provi- 



On the 1st May a company of English and 150 Mo* 
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ficgana, under command of Capt. Clones Dxmma*, 
were sent in pursuit of a body of the enemy command* 
*<i by the aon o( Mi*ntikoMi j on the 8th they met 
With and attacked them near Groion— the Indians, q.- 
parcnlly determined on victory or death, displayed an 
unusual degree ol courage, but the English and Mohe- 
gans proved too strong for them, who after destroying 
the greater part with their muskets and tomahawks, 
drove the remainder into a neigboring river, where they 
toon perished. 

On the 33d, Cotf onchet, Sachem of the few scattered! 
remains of the Narragansets) proposed to bis Council 
that the lands bordering on Connecticut river, not inhab- 
ited by the English, should be by them planted with 
corn, for their future subsistence ; which being approved 
of by the latter, 200 of the Narragansets were despatch- 
ed for this purpose, the Governor being apprised of their 
intentions despatched three companies of cavalry to in- 
tercept them j about 100 of the Mohegans, under the 
command of Oheco, accompanied the English— the ene- 
my were commanded by Cokoncuet in person, who first 
proceeded to Seconk to procure seed corn ; it was in the 
neighborhood of ibis place that they were first met with 
and engaged by the English and Mo began a— the enemy 
with becoming bravery for a long time withstood the at- 
tack, but being but poorly provided with weapons, they 
were at length overpowered and compelled to yield to the 
■uperior power of their enemies— in the midst of the 
action Conokcbet, fearful of the issue, deserted his men 
and attempted to seek shelter in a neighboring wood, but 
being recognized by the Mohegans, they pursued him-* 
Conovcbet perceiving himself nearly overtaken by hit 
pur sac res, to facilitate his flight first threw away his blan- 
ket, and then his silver laced coat (with which he had 
been presented by the English a few weeki previous) 
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but finding ihit he could not escape from bis pursuers by- 
flight, be plunged into a river, where he was even fallow- 
ed by a half a dozen resolute Mohegaos, who laying hold 
of him forced him under water and there held him until 
drowned.— The loss of the English and Mohegans in this 
engagement was 12 killed, and 21 wounded, that of lbs 
enemy was 43 killed and about 80 'wounded. 

The inhabitants of New-London, Norwich and Ston- 
ington, having frequently discovered a number of ihe 
enemy lurking about in small bodies in ihe adjacent 
woods* by joint agreement voluntarily enlisted them- 
selves (to the number of 300) under the command of 
Major Palmkb., and Captains Dknisok and Avery* 
who with the assistance of the Mohegans and a few 
friendly Narrsganscts, in three expeditions destroyed 
near 1000 of the enemy. 

On the 8th June, the Indians assaulted and burnt; 
Bridge water, a small settlement in the colony of Massa- 
chusetts ; forty of its in habitants fell victims to savsgo 
bitrbarity. 

The Governor and Council of Massachusetts colony,- 
aware of the danger to which many of the inland settle- 
ments were exposed, by frequent incursions of ihe ene- 
my, and finding it extremely difficult to raise a sufficient 
force to oppose them in the many parts to which ilia 
fragments of the broken tribes had resorted, adopted the 
policy of sending among them, as spies, such Indians as 
were friendly and could be depended on ; which plan had 
its desired effect— these Indians representing the force of 
the English much greater than it really was, and warn- 
ing the enemy of danger which did not at that lime ex- 
ist, deterred from acting in many instances on the 
offensive,— One of the friendly Indiana returning to Bos- 
ton on the 10th July, reported as follows: — that a largo 
number of Indian! were embodied in g wood pear Lan> 



Iiich village (hey intended to attack and burn in 
a few days, that they had been encouraged to, continue 
the war with the English by Frenchmen, from the groat 
lake, who had supplied them with fire arm i and amu- 
nilmnl" 

On the receipt ol this important information, the Gov- 
ernor dispatched three companies of cavalry, under the 
cnn;mand oF Major Savace, for the defence of Lancas- 
ter, who unfortunately by mistaking the road Tell into 
an ambush of about 330 Indians, by whom they were 
instantly surrounded— the English exhibited great pre- 
tence of mind, and repelled the attack of the enemy in 
a very heroic manner ; the savages being however well 
provided with lire arms, soon gained a complete victory 
over the English, whose loss in this unfortunaie engage- 
ment was filiy. four !— the numher of killed and wound- 
ed of the enemy could not be ascertained as they re- 
mained masters of the field of action. 

On the 15th a severe engagement look place between 
a company of English cavalry and about 300 of the en- 
tmy, near Grotou — the Utter were not perceived by the 
former, until they were within a few paces of them (the 
Indians having concealed themselves in the bushes) when 
suddenly issuing forth with a hideous yell, I lie cavalry 
were thrown into confusion, but instantly forming and 
charging the enemy with great spirit, they fled in every 
direction—the cavalry, in attempting to pursue them, 
were once more ambushed ; the contest now became 
close and severe, the Indians having succeeded in de- 
coying the English into a thick wood, attacked them, 
with great lury and success.— The commander of Ihe 
English being killed, every man sought his own safety — 
of forty-five of which the company was composed, but 
twelve escaped !— the loss of the enemy was howtver 
supposed to be much greater. 
H 
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On the J3th Aagust a puny of Indians entered (ft* 
(own of Westfield, killed and Itiofc several of the i»« 
haljiianls prisoner!, I : hMHM — Three of 

them sogn af'er made iheh" appearance al a house neap 
said town and fired at the mitral hi* door, who fdl ; they 
ran towards him, and one of them stooping to scalp him, 
he was sahned by the man's wife, wiih a stroke 
Inrge hatchet, which went so completely into his body, 
(hat at three different efforts she could not disengage it, 
and the Indian RiHe o!T wiih it slicking in him ; a se. 
cond Indian also made eti attempt, when ihe by a well 
directed stroke wkh a slick she had got, laid him on the 
ground ; the third then run, and the other, as soon as It* 
had recovered his feet, followed the example, on which 
the woman look her husband tn her arms and carried 
htm into the bouse, where he soon after recovered. 

On the 17th, a party of Indians commenced an attack 
on Northampton, but there being a number of English 
soldiers therein stationed, the enemy were repulsed. 

On the 30th, a number of the inhabitants ol Spring- 
field were attacked by a party of Indians as they were 
returning from divine service, and although the former 
were provided with lire-arms, the enemy succeeded in 
making prisoners or two women and several children, 
whom they soon after inhumanly tomahawked and scalp, 
ed ; in which situation they were the succeeding day found 
by a party of English sent out in pursuit of the enemy 
—one of the unfortunate women (although shockingly 
mangled) was found still alive, and when so far recovered 
a* to be enabled to speak, gave the following account of 
the fate of her unfortunate companions, to wit : — That 
they were first conveyed by the savages to a thick wood, 
where they were severally hound with cords, that the 
Indians soon after built a fire and regaited themselves 
with what they had previously srolea from the English; 



boob afte* a warm disp'i-e arose between them, re- 
lative to the prisoner*, each claiming t lie women for ibefr 
a'jiiaws (or wives) that they at length proceeded to blows, 
and after beat-inf* each other for iodic time with clubs, 
U was agreed by both parties "(to prevent further alterca- 
ill the women should be put to death, which ihey, 
as they supposed, carried immediately into execution ; 
the unfortunate narrator received a severe blow on the 
head, which brought her senseless in the ground, and 
while in ibis situation, was scalped*and lelt for dead by 
Iter savage enemies I" 

The inhabitants of Suilbury, with a company or sol- 
diers under the command of Lieut. J.vcoas, of Malbo- 
rough, alarmed at the near approach of the enemy (who, 
to the number of about 200 were encamped near that 
place) resolved to attack them at night; accordingly 
on the 6th September they marched within view of them, 
and at night (as they lay extended around a large fire) 
approached ihem unpeiceivcd within gun shot, when 
they gave them the contents of their nmket*| many of 
those that remained unhurt, being suddenly aroused from 
Iheir slumber by the yells of their wounded brethren, 
and imagining that ihey were completely surrounded by 
the English (whom ilie darkness of the night prevented 
ibeir seeing) threw themselves into the fire which they 
bad enkindled, and there perished j but few if any escap- 
ed— in this attack the English sustained no loss. 

On the 2iih, a considerable body of the enemy attack- 
ed (he inhabitants of Marlborough, many of whom they 
killed, and set fire to their houses— a company of Eng- 
lish who had been ordered from Concord for the defence 
of this place were cut off by the savages and totally dc- 
t-iroyed— two other companies despatched from Boston, 
!.-,[■ the like purpose, met with the same fate— it appeared 
it (he Coventor, on learning the iiiuaiior. of the us- 
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fortunate inhabitants of Marlborough, despalched" to 
their relief two companies under the command or Cup- 
tains Wadswohtu and Smith, who before they aimed 
at their placeof destination, were informed that the sav. 
ages had quit Marlborough, and proceeded for Sudbury 
(!3 miles distant) which induced the English in niter 
their course and proceed immediately for the latter place 
—of this, it appeared that the enemy had been apprized 
by their runners, and bad Iain a plan to cut them off ere 
they shohld reach Sudbury, which they in the following 
manner completely effected— learning the course which 
the English would take, they within a few rods thereof 
stationed 50 or 60 of their number in an open field, who 
were ordered to retreat into a neighboring thicket as soon 
as discovered and pursued by the English ; in this thick- 
et the remainder of the Indians, to the number of about 
300, concealed them* elves by lying prostrate on tbeir 
bellies— the English on their arrival) espying the In- 
dians in the field, and presuming them to be but few in 
number, pursued and attacked them, who very soon re- 
treated to the fatal spot where their treacherous brethren 
lay concealed apd prepared to give their pursuers a warm 
if not a fatal reception; here they were closely pursued 
by the English, who too late discovered the fatal snare 
which had been laid for them ; in an instant they were 
completely surrounded and attacked on all sides by the 
savages ; the English for several hours bravely defended 
themselves, but at length were borne down hy numbers 
far superior to their own— thus fell the brave dptaln 
"Wadswohtu, and Captain Smith, as well as most of 
the troops under their command. 

The Indians bordering on the river MerMjack, fecit 
ing themselves injured by the encroachmenis&f the Eng. 
lish once more reassumed the bloody toinahdwk, which 
L-t-J bjeen buried i'ji a number of ye-rs.— On the la; Ng. 



vember they in a considerable body entered the villages 
of Chelmsford and Woburn, and indiscriminately put to 
death every inhabitant they contained, nut sparing the 
infant at the breast. On the 9th they burnt the house 
of a Mr. Eaiiks, near Concord, killed his wife and threw 
her body into the flame?, and mads captives of his chil- 
dren— On the 15lh they took prisoner a young woman 
(sixteen years of age} who, by the family with whom 
she resided, had been placed on a hill in the neighbor- 
hood ol their dwelling to watch the motions of Hie ene- 
my—the account which the young woman gave of her 
capture and escape was as follows :— that "on the morn- 
ing of her capture, the family having been informed that 
a party of Indians had the day previous been discovered 
in a neighboring wood, ahe (by their request) ascend- 
ed a hill near the house to watch their motions, and 
alarm the family if seen approaching the house; that 
about noon she discovered a number of them ascending 
the hill in great haste, that she immediately thereupon 
attempted to evade them by reiireitig into a thicket, but 
that the Indians (who it appeared had before observed 
her) found her after a few moments search, and compel- 
kd her to accompany them to their settlement, abutit 40 
miles distant — it was here ihey gave her to understand 
ahc must remain and become their squaw, and dress and 
pook their victuals— that sbe remained with them about 
three weeks, during which time they made several ex- 
peditions against the English, and returned with a great 
number of human scalps— that on the night of the 6th 
December, they returned with six horses, which they 
had stolen from the English, which having turned into 
a small enclosure they set out on a new expedition-^ 
that she viewed this as a favorable opportunity to escape, 
(o effect which, she caught and mounted one of the hor- 
fts, and making use of a atrip of bark as a bridle) tbs 






■ted ■ wild and panhlcM wood, ant! arrived at 
ncord oiaeven o'clock the morning proceeding, hit'. 
ing tvovclled all the preceding Bigbt to cvarfc the pursuit 
of the enemy '." — In like munner did one of the children 
of Mr. Lamb* (of whose capture nivution in made ii 
ihe preceding page) escape from the Indiana, although 
but ten year* of ago, ho l ravelled ttxiy mile* through aa 
uvntmhiud wasdi ■abwttiogonttKiMl 

On the IStli Docembei * party of Indiana attaaked 
nnd killed several of ihe inhabitants of Itrad lor : 
Governor of Maiiachuitetts colony, for the protection of 
the defencolcsa inhabilanta of the Merrimack, ordered 
(he raining and •quipping i>f fugr companiet of cavalry, 
lo the command ol which were appointed captaina Sill, 
Holtoxi, CUTtan and 1'hkwtick. 

On the 23d the above truaps proceeded for the bordcra 
of (he Merrimack, and on the 36th fell in with a con- 
aidcrablc body of the enemy whom they engaged and 
completely defeated— On the 41h January, IC79, Capt. 
1'aKHTiCK, detached frumthe main body, fell In with and 
engaged about too of the enemy in the neighborhood 
of Amherat, whom he likewise defeated) hut with con. 
•idersble lots on his pare 

On the 6th, a aon of the brave Captain Holvok«, of 
Springfield, receiving information that a number of the 
enemy in »mall bodies were alculking about in the woods 
bordering on that town, with tweniy resolute yuung men 
marched out lo aitack them— falling in with a consider,!- 
blcbody of them, an engagement ensued, which though 
severe terminated at length in f.ivur of the English— 
the Indiana being furniahcd with muskets, were unwil. 
ling to give ground, and would iirnbibly hove remained 
matters of the field had not the Lnglith received a rein* 
foroement which put them to flight— ihclosa of (hi 
Ibii in the engagement wa» 5 lulled and B wounded, and 



thai of the enemy 23 killed, and between SO and 40 
wounded. 

The savages were no linger confined to any particular 
tribe or place, but in parties from SO to 300, were scat- 
tered all over the thinly Inhabited pans of New-England 
—a considerable body of them were yet in the neighbor- 
hoed or Hadley, Deeifield und Northampton, where they 
were continually eommiting their wanton acts of bar- 
Larky.— Several of the inhabitants of the towns above 
mentioned, dnl? reflecting on the danger to which ihey 
and their families were daily exposed, formed themselres 
into several companies and made choice of their com- 
manders.— On the 4th February, receiving information 
that there were near 200 Indians embodied in a swamp 
in the neighborhood of Deerfield, the above mentioned 
force marched to attack them ; arriving within view of 
Ihem about day- break, they discovered ibcm in a pro- 
found sleep stretched out upon the ground around their 
are— the cavalry immediately thereupon alighted, and 
after forming themselves, npproached them within pistol 
allot before they were discovered by the enemy ; who, 
being suddenly aroused from their slumber, and aston- 
ished tit the unexpected appearance of so many of their 
enemies, fell an easy prey to the English, who, without 
the loss of a mao, killed 120 of them ; the remainder, as 
the only means of escape, having plunged, into a river r 
where probably many of them perished. 

Although the English atchicved ibis action without ant* 
lost on their part, they were on their return unhappily 
ambushed by about 400 of the enemy— the English hav- 
ing expended all their Bmmur.ition in the late engage- 
ment, find being much fatigued, were now in turn likely 
to fait an easy prey to their enemies, who, with their* 
bloody knives and tomahawks, for the space of an hour, 
attacked them with lbs greatest succssa— uot one of 



English it is probable would have survived (his bloody" 
and unexpected attack, had it not been for the presence 
of their brave commander (Capt. Holtoek,) 
■ Jul by a stratagem, succeeded in saving a part or them 
— Capt. Holtokk bad his horse killed under him, anil 
at one lime was attacked by five of the enemy, whom he 
beat off with his cutlass ;— the loss of the English in this 
unfortunate action was 51 killed and 8* wounded, many 
of the latter survived the action but a few days — the de- 
feat and destruction of the English in this engagement 
was much to be lamented, as among the slain were the 
heads of several families, who had volunteered their ser- 
vices in defence of their infant settlements. 

On the loth several hundreds of the enemy, encour- 
aged hy their late success, appeared before Hatfield and 
fired several dwelling-houses without the fortification of 
the town— the inhabitants of Hadley being seasonably 
apprized of the situation of their brethren at Hatfield, a 
number of them volunteered their services and marched 
to i heir relief— the Indians, as they were accustomed to 
So on the approach of the English, lay flat on their bel- 
lies until the latter had advanced within bow shot, when 
partly rising, tbey discharged a shower of arrows among 
idem, which wounded several of the English ; but they 
having wisely reserved their fire, now in turn levelled 
their pieces with the best effect before the savages bad 
time to recover thtir legs, about 30 of whom were in- 
stantly despatched and the remainder dispersed. 

On the I stli February] the Governor of Massachusetts 
colony receiving information that the Indians were col- 
lecting in great numbers under the immediate guidance 
of Philip, near Brookfield, despatched Capt. Hhmcs- 
iiin, with JO men to dislodge them ; who proceeding 
first to Hadley, was joined by a company of cavalry 
from Hartford — en the 20th they discovered and attack* 



] a party or Indians our Lancaster, they killed fifi? 
of them, and took between fifty ai<d sixty of their squaws 
snd children prisoners— Cap:. Henchman on his way to 
llrookfieid discovered tht dead bodie* of several of his 
countrymen hult consumed by fire, who it appeared hud 
a few d.iys previous fallen victims to the wanton barbari- 
ty of the savages. 

The scattered remains of the enemy being new so 
completely harmsed and driven from place to place by 
the English, a number of them resorted to the western 
country, then inhabited by the Mohawks ; but (he latter 
being on friendly terms with the English and Dutch, who 
were settling among them were unwilling to harbor their 
enemies, and consequently attacked a considerable body 
ol them on the 5th March ; the engjgement was a severe 
one — the fugitive Indiana being furnished with fire-arms, 
repelled the attack of the Mohawks with a becoming 
spirit, but were at length overpowered and completely 
defeated— the loss on both sides was very great. 

On the 20lh the Indians tcok a Mr. Wiliit prisoner, 
near Swanzey, and after cutting off Ins nose and cars 
set him at liberty 1— On the 23d they Blade prisoners of 
(he family of a Mr. Basnet, of Itehoboth, consisting 
of himself, wife and six children— two of the youngest 
of the latter they killed and scalped, and threw their 
mangled bodies to their dogs to devour I 

On the 28th, a negro man who had been for several 
months a prisoner among the savages, escaped from them 
and returned to the English, to whom he gave the fol- 
lowing information, to wit:— that the enemy were con- 
certing a plan to attack Taunton, and the villages adja* 
cent— that for this purpose there were then embodied 
near Worcester, 1000 of them, at the head if whom was 
Philip, and that near one hundred of them we» fur- 
rblied with Sic arm* — that a lew days previous to Uut 
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escape, a scouting party arrived ami brought in with 
them two prisoners and three human scalps !— To frus- 
trate the intention) of the enemy the Governor or Mas- 
sachusetts colony dispatched three companies of cavalry 
for the defence of Taunton, 

The English of Connecticnt colony, although but lit- 
tle troubled with the enemy since the destruction of the 
Pequols, were not unwilling to afford their brethren all the 
assistance possible in a protracted and bloody war with 
the common enemy— they accordingly furnished three 
companies of cavalry, who under command of the ex- 
perienced Major Talcott, on the 5th April proceeded 
lo the westward in search of the enemy — on the llih 
ihey lell in with Attacked and defeated a considerable 
body of them— apparently, by the sperial direction of 
divine providence, Maj. Talcott arrived in the neigh- 
borhood of Hadley in time to preserve the town, and 
nave its inhabitants from total destruction !— the savages 
to the number of 500, were on the eve of commencing 
an attack when they were met by the Major, with the 
troops under his command; this unexpected relief ani- 
mating the few inhabitants which the town contained, 
ihcy hastened to the assistance of the cavalry, who at 
tliii moment were seriously engaged with the whole body 
of the enemy— the savages having gained some signal 
advantages, victory for a considerable length of time ap- 
peared likely to decide in their favor— fortunately, the 
inhabitants of Hadley having for their defence a few 
weeks previous procured from Boston an eight pounder, 
it was at this critical period loaded by the women, and 
being mounted was by them conveyed to the English, 
which (being charged with small shot, nails, &c.) was 
by the latter discharged with the best effect upon the 
enemy, who immediately thereupon fled in eveiy direc- 
tion— thus it was thai the English in a great nature 
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e preservation or their lives to the unexampl 
of a few women ! 

TItc Governor and Council oF the United Colonies, 
biking under serious consideration the miraculous escape 
of the inhabitants of Hadiey from total destruction, and 
tha recent success of the arms of the English in various 
part* of the country, appointed the STth day of August, 
1*79, to be observed throughout the Colonies as a day 
of Puilic T7i,an/;j£:t>/«j and Aw to Almighty Cod j 
— this it may be well to observe, was the commence- 
ment of an annual custom of our forefathers, which to 
the present day is so religiously observed by theft dc? 
scendants throughout the Mew-England states. 

On the 3d September, the Connecticut troops under 
command of Major Talcott, and captaina DbnhisoW 
and Newhurt, proceeded to Narragsnset in quest of the 
enemy, who to the number of about 300 had beep dis- 
covered in a piece of wood*— the English were accom- 
panied by tber faithful friend Oheco, wltfi 100 Mohe- 
gans under bis command. — In the evening of the Sill 
they discovered the savages encamped at the fuot of a 
Bleep hill, on which Major Talcott made arrangements 
for an attack— the Mohegans were ordered by * circui- 
tous rouie to gain the summit o! the bill la prevent tttt 
(light of the enemy— two companies -jf cavalry were or. 
4ered to fbnkthem an the tight and left, while Majfrr 
Talcott, with a company of foot stationed himself in 
their rear— having thus disposed of his forces a signal 
was given by the Major for the Mohegans to commence 
the attack, which they did and with such spirit (ac- 
companied by their savage yells) that had the enemy 
been renowned for their valour, they must have been to 
the highest degree appalled at so unexpected an onset ! 
— 4i"tcr contending a few moments with the Mohegans, 

: enemy were attacked on the righ 
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aivairy, who with their cutlasses made great hovoek a- 
Wang them ; they were however unwilling to give ground 
until they had lost nearly one half their number, when 
they attempted a flight to a swamp in their rear, but 
here they were met by Maj. Talcott, with the com- 
pany of foot, who gave them so warm a reception that 
they once more Fell back upon the Mohegans, by whom 
they were very soon overpowered and would have been. 
totally destroyed had not Major Tai.cott humanly in- 
terfered in their behalf, and made prisoners of the few 
that remained alive ;— -among the latter was their leader ( 
a squaw, commonly termed the queen of Narraganget ; 
and among them an active young fellow who begged to 
be delivered into the hands of the Mohegans, that they 
might put him to death in their own way, and sacrifice 
him to their cruel genius of revenge, in which they go 
much delighted !— The English, although naturally a- 
verse to acts or savage barbarily, were not in this in- 
stance unwilling to comply with the voluntary although 
unnatural request of the prisoner, as it appeared that he 
lud in presence of the Mohegans exultingly boasted of 
having killed 19 of the English with his gun, since the 
commencement of the war, and after loading it for the 
20th (there being no more of the laiter within reach) 
he levelled at a Muhegan, whom he hilled, which com- 
pleting bis number, he was willing to die by their hands ; 
—the Mohegans accordingly began to prepare for the 
tragical event— forming themselves into a circle (admit- 
in g as many of the English as were disposed to witness 
their savage proceedings) the prisoner was placed in the 
Centre, when one of the Mohegans, who in the late en- 
gagement had lost a son, with his knife cut off the 
prisoners ears ! then his nose! and then the lingers of 
each hand !— and after the relapse of a few moments, 
dug oat bis eyes and filled their sockets with hot eio : 
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although the few English present were over- 
come with a view of a scene so shocking to humanity, 
yet the prisoner (10 far from bewailing his fate) seemed 
to surpass his tormentors in expressions of joy !— when 
pearly exhausted with the loss of blood, and unable long 1 , 
er to stand, his executioner closed the tragic scene by 
dealing out his braius with a tomahawk ! 

The few Indians that now remained in the neighbor- 
hood of Plymouth colony, being in a state of starvation, 
ihey surrendered themselves prisoners to the English ; 
one of whom being recognised as the person who had a 
few days previous inhumanly murdered the daughter ut a 
Mr. Clarke, was by order of the Governor publicly 
executed ; the remainder were retained and treated as 
prisoners of war.— -By the assistance of one of the pri- 
■oners, who served as guide, SO more of the enemy were 
tin the proceeding day surprised and taken prisoners by 
the English. 

The troops under the command of Major Bradford, 
»nd Captains Moselv and Brattle, on the ISLfa Sep- 
tember surprised and took ISO of the enemy prisoners 
near Pautuxet, among whom was the squaw of the celc. 
h rated Philip— and on the day proceeding, learning ihat 
the enemy in considerable bodies were roving about in 
the woods near Dcdham, Major Bradford despaichcd 
Capt. Bhattlk with fifty men to attack them ; who, the 
day following, fell iti with and engaged about 100 of 
them— as hatcheia were the only weapons with which. 
they were provided, they made but a feeble delence, and 
were soon overpowered by the English, who took 74 of 
them prisoners, the remainder having (alien in ihe action 
■-the loss of the English was two killed and five wounded 
.—the above parly was commanded by a blood thirsty Sa- 
chem, called Pombau, renowned for his bodily strength, 
pjiich exceeded that of nny of his countrymen ever me! 
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'Ilh— lie bravely defended himself to the last, being 
wounded in the breast, and unable to stand, he seised 
one of the ioldien white in the act of despatching him 
with the but oF his gun, and by whom he would have 
been strangled, had he not been fortunate!/ resqued by- 
one of his comrades. 

A general famine now prevailing among the enemy, 
in consequence of being deprived of an opportunity to 
plant llwir lands, numbers were daily compelled by hun- 
ger to surrender themselves prisoners to the English, 
among whom was a Nipnet Sachem, accompanied by 130 
el' hi* tribe 

On the 12th October, Cap!. Ckurcb, with fifty soldiers 
and a few friendly Indians under his command, attacked 
and defeated a party of the enemy near Providence— and 
on the day following (conducted by Indian guides) dis- 
covered a considerable body of the enemy encamped to 
aiwampnear' Pomfrel ; a friendly Indian first espying 
them, commanded ihem losurrcnder, but the enemy did 
not appear disposed to obey ; being sheltered by large 
trees, they 6rst discharged their arrows among the Eng- 
lish, and then with a terrible yell, attacked them with 
iheir long knives and tomahawks — the English meeting 
with a much wanner reception than what ihcy expected, 
gave ground, but being rallied by their old and experi- 
enced commander, Capt. Church, they rushed upon them 
With such inipctuosily that the enemy were thrown into 
confusion and dislodged from Iheir coverts— the action 
continued ^bout an hour and a quarter— the English had 
7 men killed, and 1+ wounded, among the latter their 
brave commander, who received an arrow through his 
left arm — the loss of the enemy was 32 killed and be- 
tween 60 and 70 wounded. 

On the 20th, information was forwarded the Governor 
and Council that the famous Philip (who had been foe a 






king about in the modi near Mount-: 
much disheartened by the ill successor his countrymen) 
w«» ihc morning pieccding discovered in a swamp near 
that place, attended by about 00 Seaconet Indians ; no 
which the brave Capt. Church, with lib little band el in- 
i in'-!, its were immediately despatched in pursuit or him 
— Capt. Chubch was accompanied as usual by a number 
of the Mohegans, ant! a few friendly Scaconel Indians— 
on the 2?th they arrived in the neighborhood of the 
swamp, near the border of which he stationed several of 
the Mohegans, to intercept Philip in die he should at- 
tempt an escape therefrom. Capt. Cauncn, at the head 
of his little band, now with unconquerable resolution 
plunged into the swamp, and wading nearly to his waist 
in water discovered and attacked' the enemy, — TlM In- 
dians were nearly 100 strong, but being unexpectedly at- 
tacked they made no resistance hut fled in every direc- 
tion, the inaccessible state of the swamp however pre- 
vented the English from pursuing thtm with success — 
their dependence was now upon their friends stationed 
Without — nor did it appear that those faithful fellows suf- 
fered so good an opportunity to pass unimproved— the 
reports of their muskets convinced Capt. Church that 
they were doing their duty — in confirmation of which, 
be was very soon after presented with the head of JBH 
Fuiur ! t 

Pan. if, it appeared in attempting to fly from his pur- 
suers, was recognixed by one of the English, who had 
been stationed with the Mohegans to intercept him, and 
at whom he levelled his piece, but the priming lieinj; un- 
fortunately wet and preventing the discharge thereof, the 
cunning Sachem would yet hare escaped had not one of 
the brave sons of Uncus at (his instant given him the 
contents of his musket '.— the bail went directly through 
his heart !— and thug fell by the hands of a faithful Mohe- 
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gan, (he (annas Philip ! who was the projector and in- 
itiator of a war which not only proved the cause or hir 
own destruction, but that of nearly all his tribe, once the 
most numerous of any inhabiting; New-England. 

Il was at this important instant that the English were 
made witnesses of a remarkable instance of savage cus- 
tom— Omeco, on learning that Philip had fallen by the 
hand or one of his tribe, urged that agreeable to their 
cuslomt he had an undoubted right to the body, and a 
right to feast' himself with a piece thereof! which the 
English not objecting to, he deliberately drew his long- 
knife From his girdle and with it detached a piece of flesh 
from the bleeding body of Philip, of about one pound 
■weight, which he broiled and cat, in the mean time 
declaring that « he had not/or many moons eaten any thing 
with to goad en appetite i" The head of Philip was de- 
tached from his body and sent (by Capt. Church) to 
Boston, to be presented to the Governor and Council, as 
a valuable trophy. 

The few hostile Indians that now remained within the 
United Colonies, conscious that if so fortunate as to 
evade the vigilance of the English, they must soon fall 
victims to the prevailing famine, fled with their families 
far to the westward; the English were disposed rather 
to facilitate than prevent their flight: having been lor % 
number of years engaged in a destructive and bloody 
war with them, they were willing that the few that re- 
mained alive should escape to a country, so far distant 
that there was no probability of their returning to reas- 
tume the bloody tomahawk !— impressed with this idea, 
and that the enemy were completely exterminated, they 
were about to bury the hatchet and turn their attention to 
agricultural pursuits, when by an express, they were in- 
formed that the natives in the eastern part of the countrjr 
(Province of Maine) had unprovoksdly attacked and kit- 



considerable number of the English in that qnir3 



To qoench the flame which appeared to be enkindling 
in the east, the Governor despatched four companies of 
cavalry to the relief of the unfortunate inhabitant. — The 
tnemy (who were of the Kennebeck and Amoscoggin. 
tribes) first attacked with unprecedented fury the de- 
fenceless inhabitants settled on Kennebeck river, the 
moat of whom were destroyed or dispersed by them. 

On the 2d November, about TOO of the enemy attack. 
ed with their accustomed fury (accompanied by their sav. 
age yells) the inhabitants of Newchewannick, a English 
settlement situated a Tew miles from Hie mouth of the 
river Kennebeck— before they had fully accomplished 
their hellish purpose, they were surprised by llic troops 
sent from Boston, between whom a most bloody engage- 
mem now ensued— the Indians, encouraged by their num- 
bers, repelled the attack of the English in so heroic a 
manner, that l»e falter were very soon thrown into disor- 
der and driven out of town, where they again formed, 
faced about and in torn charged the enemy with uncon- 
querable resolution 1— the contest now became close and 
severe, the savages with their terrific yells dcxteriously 
hurled their tomahawks among the English, while the 
latter with as much dexterity, attacked and mowed them 
down with their cutlasses !— each were apparently deter- 
mined on victory or death !— the English at one moment, 
unable to withstand the impetuosity of the savages, would 
give ground — at the next, the latter hard pushed by the 
cavalry, would fall back— thus forlhe apace of two houri 
did victory appear balancing between thclwocontcnding 
pauies— the field of action was covered with the stain, 
while the adjacent woods resounded with the shrieks nod 
groans of the wounded :— At this critical juncture the 
English] when °Q the very point of surrendering, were 
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providenti Ml}' preserved by a slraltgem— -in the heat f ; 
the action, Major Bhadfohd despatched a company of 
cavalry by a circuitous rotfte to attack the enemy in in; 
rear, which had the most happy effect— the enemy sus- 
pecteng this company a reinforcement of the English* 
fled in every direction, leaving the English masters of ihe 
field— thus, after two hours hard fighting, did the English 
obtain a victory ot the expense of tht lives of more than 
half their number !— their killed and wounded amounted 
to ninety-nine !— the loss of the enemy was not ascer- 
tained, it was however probably three times greater lhanr 
(hat of the English. 

The day proceeding this bloody engagement, a lieu- 
tenant with 12 men were sent by the commander to the 
place of anion to bury their dead, when they were a few- 
rods therefrom, unexpectedly attacked by about 100 of 
the enemy, who bad lain in ambush— the lieutenant or- 
dered his men to reserve their fire until they coul'i dis- 
charge, with the best effect upon the enemy, by whom 
they were soon surrounded and furiously attacked on al! 
aides; the savages yelling horribly, brandished their long 
knives in the air, yet crimsoned with the blood of their 
countrymen— the brave little band however remained 
firm and undaunted, and as the savages approached them, 
each taking proper aim, discharged with so good effect 
upon them, that the Indians, amazed at the instantaneous 
destruction of so many of their comrades, fled in every 
direction— the English sustained no loss. 

On the 5th the enemy successfully attacked the inhab- 
itants of the village of Ca&cn, 30 of whom they killed) 
and made prisoners of the family or a Mr. Brackrt, who 
onthc7lhin the following manner made their escape ; 
—the Indians on their return to their wigwarms, learn- 
ing that a detached party of their brethren had attacked 
with succcaa and plundered the Tillage of Aronsic!"j S3 



a of the spoil hastened to join them, 
the prisoners in ilie care of two old men and three squaws 
—Mr. Bracket, whose family consisted of himself, 
wife, three small children and a negro lad, viewed Ibis as 
a favourable opportunity to escape, to effect which, he re- 
quested t lie lad to attempt an escape bv flight which (being 
uncommonly active) he easily effected ; the plan of Mr. 
lifiACKET had now its desired effect, as the old men 
pursuing the negro, left him and his family guarded on- 
ly by the three squaws, whom (being intoxicated) he 
aoon dispatched and returned the day proceeding with 
his family to Casco, where the negro lad had arrived 
some hours before. 

On the I5'.h, the Indiana attacked the dwelling houses 
of a Capt. Bon it h on, and Maj. Philips, situated on 
the east aide of Casco river — ihey having seasonable no- 
lice of the hostile views of the enemy, the family of the 
former (as a place of greater safety) had resorted to the 
house of the latter a few moments previous to the attack. 
—The savages first communicating fire to the house of 
Capt. Dokithoh, next proceeded furiously to attack the 
dwelling of Maj. Philips, in which there were about 
twenty persons, by whom it was most gallantly defended 
—the enemy had their leader and a number of their 
party hilled by the fire of the English— disparing of tak- 
ing the house by assault they adopted a new plan to com- 
municate fire thereto — they procured a carriage on which 
they erected a stage, in front of which was a barricador 
rendered bullet proof, and to which long poles were at- 
tached, nearly 20 feet in length, to the ends of which 
were affixed every kind of combustible, such as birch 
rinds, straw, pitch, pine, kc— the Indians were sheltered 
by the barricador from the fire of the English while they 
approached the walls of the house with their carriage— 
llis Eitglish were now on the eve of despairing, wb.cn 
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fortunately one of lbs wheels of the carrijge' being 
brought in contact with a rock, was turned completely 
round, nhich exposed (he whole body of Indians to their 
fire!— this unexpected opportunity was improved with 
the greatest advantage by the English, who with a few 
rounds soon dispersed the enemy with no inconsiderable 
loss. 

The day following the Indiana attacked and set 5reto 
the house of a Mr. Wakelt, whom with his whole fam- 
ily they murdered— a company or English apprized of 
iheir dangerous situation marched to their relief but ar- 
rived too late to afford them assistance— they found the 
house reduced to ashes, among which they discovered 
the mangled bodies of the unfortunate family half con- 
sumed by fire. 

The savages, emboldened by their late auccess, on the 
20th attacked a small English settlement on Piscataqua, 
river, and succeeded in murdering a part and carrying 
away the remainder of the inhabitants into captivity— as 
an instanced their wanton barbarity, it should be here 
mentioned, that after tomahawking and scalping one of 
the unfortunate women of the nbore place, they bound 
to the dead body her little infant, in which situation it 
was the proceeding day discovered by the English, at- 
tempting to draw nourishment from its mother's breast ! 

The Governor and Council of the United Colonies 
conceiving if their duty if possible to put a final slop to 
the ravages of the enemy, in the east, and to prevent 
the further effusion of innocent blood, despatched Major 
Wall 13 and Major Bhadfobb, with six companies un- 
der their command, to destroy " root and branch" the 
common enemy, — On the 1st December they arrived in 
the neighborhood of Kennebeck, near where they were 
^formed the main body or the enemy were encamped-^ • 
*i the morning of the 3d they fell in with and attacked 






-the enemy, who were about 800 strong, apt 
ed disposed to maintain their ground i they fought with 
all the fury of savages, and even assailed the English 
from the tops of lofty trees which they ascended for the 
purpose ; they were possessed «f but few fire-arms, but 
hurled their tomahawks with inconceivable exactness, and 
checked the progress of the cavalry with long spears !— 
victory for a long time remained doubtful— the ground 
being covered with snow, greatly retarded the progress 
of the troops, who probably would have met with a de- 
feat had not a fresh company of infantry arrived in time 
to change the fortune of the day— these having n 
inactive as a body of reserve, ihe commander found 
himself under the necessity ol calling fur their aid— the 
enemy, disheartened at the unexpected arrival of an ad- 
ditional number of the English, fied with precipitancy 
to the woods — but very few of them however escaped, 
more than 200 of them remained dead upon the field of 
action, and double that number mortally wounded i— the 
loss of the English was 95 killed and 97 wounded— 
This engagement, which proved a decisive one, was of 
the greatest importance to the English — the great and 
arduous work was now completed— the Tew reruaimog 
Indians that inhabited the eastern country, now ckprcs* 
b;d a desire to bury the bloody hatchet and to make 
peace with tlie English— their request was cheerfully 
complied with, and tliey continued ever after the faithlul 
ftiends of the English, 

From this important period (which being the 5th day 
pf December, 1679) ought the peace and prasfitrHf of 
the now flourishing States of Nevi-England to receive 
Ihcir date — It was at this period that her hardy sons quit 
the sanguine field, and' exchanged their implements of 
death [or such as were better calculated for the culiiva. 
lion and ullage of their farm*.— The forests with which. 



f were encompassed, no longer abounded with fierce 
and untutored savages — the Indian death song and war- 
whoop, was no longer heard— the greater pari of the 
Indian* that survived (be many bloody engagement*, had 
totight peace and retirement far westward— the prison- 
ers which the English had captured were liberated upon 
condition of resorting to and remaining with them— tber 
proved faithful to their promise, they took possession of 
the country bounding on the great lakes, and in posses- 
sion of which their descendants remain to the present 
clay— a description of whose manners and customs will 
be found in the proceeding chapter. 

We shall dose this with a few remarks relative to the 
stale, customs and ludicrous opinions of the Indians, in 
JftwEnffarut, when Erst visited by our forefathers, and 
of their rapid depopulation since that period. 

We cannot even hazard a conjecture respecting the 
Indian population of New-England, at the time of its first 
settlement by the English. Capt. Smith, in a v ay age 
to this coast in 1614, supposed that on the Massachusetts 
island, there were about 2000 Indians — all accounts 
agree that the sea coast and neighboring islands were 
thickly inhabited, * „ 

Three years before the arrival of the Plymouth colo- 
ny, a very mortal sickness, supposed to have been tin; 
plague, or perhaps the yellow fever, raged with great 
violence among the Indians in the eastern parts of New- 
England. Whole towns were depopulated. The living 
I able to bury the dead : and their bones were 
found lying above ground many years after. The Mas- 
sachusetts Indians are said to have been reduced from 
30,000 to 300 fighting men. In 1633, the small-pox 
swept off great numbers of the Indians in Massachusetts. 

In 17*3, on the Island of Nantucket, in the space of 

ir months, the Indians were reduced by a mortal sick. 
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, from o?a to 85 souls. The hand of Providence i% 
c in these surprising instances of mortality among- 
i Indians 10 make room for (he whiles. Comparative- 
ly few have perished by wars ; and the descendants of 
the few thai were not driven to the westward by the Eng- 
iish, matte aiidnoulder away and in a manner unaccount- 
able disappear. 

The number of Indians in the state of Connecticut id 
1774, was one thousand three hundred and sixty-three s 
but their number h now doubtless. much lessened. The 
principal part of their population in this state is at Molie- 
gan, in the county of New-London— these are the de« 
scendar.ls of the M oh eg an s, of whom frequent mention 
is made in the foregoing pages as being very serviceable 
(under the command of Uncus) to the English, in their 
many engagements wiih the natives. — The Mo beg an i 
have ever exhibited great reverence for the descendants 
«I their royal Sachem.— After the death of Uncus, nil 
body was conveyed (by his request} to Norwich, and there 
interred in the neighborhood of one ol his forts — this 
•pot was selected by him. previous to his death, and it 
wss his dying request that the whole family of Uncus 
should be theie buried, a request which has been strictly 
complied with by (he Mohcgans ; who, although the dis- 
tance is seven milts from their own burying ground, 
hit e end continue to deposit there the descendants of 
their reverend Sachem. 

The number oT Indiana in Rhode-Island in 1783, was 
s-niy Jttt hundred and twenty-jive. More than lialf of 
these live in Charleston, in the county of Washington.— 
In 1774, the number of Indians in Rhode Island was one 
i hum and four hundred and eighty-two; so that in nine 
years the decrease was nine hundred and /i/ty seven.— 
We have not been able to aseelain the exact slate or the 
Indian population in Massachusetts, and Nc w. He. mp shire. 
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•, there was a tribe of about forty Indians at Nor* 
ridgewalk, in the Province of Maine, with some lew other 
Mattering remains of tribes in other purls ; and a number 
of (owns thinly inhabited round Cane Cod.' 

When the English first arrived in America, the Indians 
had no time or places set apart for religious worship— 
The firBt settlers in New- England were at great pains to 
introduce among them the habits of civilized life, and to 
instruct them in the Christian religion. A few years in- 
tercourse with the Indians induced them to establish sev- 
eral good and natural regulations. 

The Rev. Mr. Elliot, of Rosbury, near Boston, who. 
has been styled the great Indian cpostle, with much la- 
bor teamed the Natic dialect of the Indian languages. 
He published an Indian grammar, and preached in In- 
dian to several tribes, and in 1664, translated the bible 
and several religious books into the Indian language— 
He relates several pertinent queries of the Indians re- 
specting the Chrlstain religion. Among others, whether 
Jesus Christ, the mediator or interpreter, could under- 
Hand prayer in the Indian language ? IE the father be 
bad and the child good, why should God in the second 
commandment be offended with the child '. How the In- 
dians came to differ so much from the English in the 
knowledge of God and Jesus Christ, since they all sprang 
from one father .'—Mr. Elliot was indefatigable in his 
labors, and travelled through all parts uf Massachusetts! 
and Plymouth colonies, as far as Cape Cod. The colo- 
ny had aucb a veneration for him, that in an set of the 
General Assembly relating to Indians, they express 
themselves thus, " By the advice of the said magistrates 
and of Mr, Elliot." 

Concerning the religion of the untaught natives of 
New-England, who once held a plurality of deities, after 
the arrival of the English, supposed there were only 






ey saw people of three kinds of 
pleaions, viz— English, Negroes, and themselves. 

It was a notion preliy generally prevailing among them, 
that it was not the Bams God made ihrm who made us ; 
but that they were created after ihe white people ; and it 
is probably Ihey supposed their God gained some special 
skill, by seeing the white people made, and so made ihcm 
better; for it is certain they looked upon themselves, 
and their methods of living, which they say their God 
expressly prescribed for them, vastly preferable 10 the 
white people and iheir methods. 

With regard to a future state of existence, many of 
Itiem imagined that the efticfiung, i.e. the shadow, or 
what survived the body, would at death go southward, and 
in an unknown but curiou* place— would enjoy some 
kind of happiness, such as hunting, feasting, dancing, and 
the like. And what they supposed would contribute 
tnueh lo their happiness, was, that they should there 
never be weary of those entertainment!. 

The Datives of New-England believed not only a pla> 
rslity of Gods, who made and governed the several na- 
tions of the world ; but they made deities of every thing 
they imagined to he great, powerful, beneficial, and hurt- 
ful to mankind ; yet they conceived en Almighty Being, 
whim [hey called Kicktau, who at first, according to 
their tradition, made a man and woman cut of Stone, but 
Upon some dislike destroyed them again, and then made 
another couple out of a tree, from whom descended all 
the nations of the earth ; but how they come to be scat- 
tered and dispersed into countries so remote from one 
another they could not tell. They believed their Supreme 
God to be a good being, and paid a sort of acknowledg- 
ment to him for plenty, victory and other benefits. 

The immortality of the soul waa universally believed 
anjong them- When good men died, they laid, their 
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went to Kichtau, where they me* with 
friends, and enjoyed all manner of pleasures ; when the 
wicked died, they went to Kichtau also, but were com- 
manded Id walk away ; and so wander about in restless 
discontent and darkness forever. 

The natives of New-England in general were quick of 
apprehension, ingenious, and when pleased nothing could 
exceed their courtesy mid friendship— gravity and elo- 
quence distinguished them in council, address and bravery 
in war ; — they were not more easily provoked than the 
English, liut when once they had received an injury, it 
was never forgot ton —-in anger, they were not like the 
Lnglish, talkative and boisterous, but sullen and revenge. 
I'ul. The men declined all labor and spent their time 
in hunting) fishing, shooting, and warlike exercises. 
They imposed all the drudgery upon their women, who 
gathered and brought home theirwood, planted, dressed 
and gathered their corn— when they travelled the women 
carried their children, packa and provisions— -the women 
'submitted patiently to such treatment, this ungenerous 
usuage of their husbands, they repaid with smiles ani 
good humour. 

The cloa thing of the natives was the skins of wild 
beasts, the men threw a mantle of skins over them, and 
wore a small flap which were termed Indian breeches— 
the women were much more modest, they wore a coat 
of skins, girt about their loins which reached down to 
their hams, which they never put off in company— if the 
husband chose to dispose of his wife's beaver petticoat, 
she could not be persuaded to part with it, until he had 
provided another ot some sort. In the winter, their 
blanket of skins which hung loose in summer, was tied 
or wrapped more closely about them.— the old men in the 
several seasonsulsn wore a sort of trowsers made of akin* 
and lutened ; u ;he:r girdles, (tad QD their feet they wore 






■isrms, made of moose Icuther, amj ' 
sachems wore ou their heads a cap decorated with feath- 
ers. 

Their houses or wigwarms were at best but miserable 
call*; they we«e constructed generally like urbouis, M 
small young trees bent and twisted together, and ao CO* 
riously covered with mats or bark, that they were lolci - 
ably dry and warm — the native* made their fires in the 
centre or the house, and their was an opening at the 
top which emitted the smoke [—for the convenience of 
wood and water, these huts were commonly erected in 
groves, near some river hrook or living spring; when 
«ilher failed the family removed to another place. 

They lived 'in a poor low manner, their food was coarse 
mrl simple, without any kind of seasoning— they had 
neither spice, salt or bread— their food was principal'/ 
the entrails of moose, deer, bears, and all kinds of wild 
beasts and fowls ; of fish and snakes lliey were extreme- 
ly fond— they had strong stomachs and nothing came a- . 
miss !— they had no set meals, but like other wild crea- 
ture* ale when they were hungry, and could find any- 
thing to satisfy the cravings of nature.— they had but Jit- 
tie food from the earth except what it spontaneously pro- 
duced—Indian corn, beans and squashes, were the only 
eatables for which the natives of New- England labored. 

Their household furniture was of but small value— 
their beds were composed of mats or skins ; they had 
neither chairs or stools, but commonly sat upon the 
ground with their elbows upon their knees— a few wood. 
en and stone vessels and instruments served all the pur- 
poses or domestic life — their knife was a sharp stone, 
st. ell or kind of reed, which they sharpened in such a 
manner as to cut their hair, make their bows and ar- 
raws, Ssc. — they made their axes of stone, which tliry 
xiaped somewhat similar to our axes, but wi:li 






eir being made with a neck insle 
eye, and fastened with a withe, like a blacksmith's chis- 
bcI. 

The manner of the courtship and marriage of the na- 
tives manifested the impurity of their morals— When a 
young Indiun wished for marriage, he presented the girl 
with whom he was enamoured, with bracelets, belt* 
and cbaint of wampum— ^f she received his presents 
they cohabited together fur a time upon trial— if they 
pleased each other they were joined in marriage : but if 
after a few weeks, they were not suited, the man, hav- 
ing his presents quilted the girl and sought another mis. 
tres, aDd she another lover— in this manner they court- 
ed until two met who were agreeable to each other* 

The natives of New-England, although they consisted 
of a great number of diiVeretit nations and clans, appear 
to have spoken radically the tame language — from Pis- 
cataqvta to Connecticut, it was so nearly the same, that 
the different tribes could converse tolerably together— 
the Mohcgan or Pcquot language was essentially that of 
all the Indians in New-England— the word Mohcgan, Is 
a -corruption of Muhhekaneew, in the singular, or of 
Mulihckaneek in the plural number.— The Penobscots, 
bordering on Nova-Scotia, the Indians of St. Francis, in 
Canada, the Delawares, in Pennsylvania, the Shawaneae, 
en the Ohio, and the Chippewaus, at the westward of 
lake Huron, all now speak the same radical language. 

— *i<&«»m 



OF THE DIFFERENT TKIBES OF INDIANS IN- 
HABITING THE WESTERN COUN1 

WE shall now speak of the Indians who occupy the 
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interior of America;— They are the descendants of those 
who once inhabited the sea-coasts, and who were driven 
by the English (as mentioned in the proceeding chapter) 
far to the westward, so that but few of their descendants 
are now to be found within less than two or three hun- 
dred miles of the sea : for though many of them have 
(been instructed in the knowledge of Christianity, and dis- 
tricts of land haye been allotted them in several of the 
British colonies, where they have been formed into so- 
cieties ; yet it has been found that in proportion as they 
layby their ancient customs, and conform to the manners 
of civilized life, they dwindle away, either because the 
change is prejudicial to their constitutions, or because 
when settled among the English they have great oppor- 
tunities of procuring spititous liquors, of which botU 
sexes are in general inordinately iond ; very little care 
being ever taken to prevent those who are inclined to take 
advantage of them in trade, from basely intoxicating them, 
for that purpose : this has a powerful effect on their con- 
•titutions, and soon proves fatal, producing diseases to 
which they were formally strangers* Thus were a few- 
years ago there were considerable settlements of them, 
their name is almost forgotten ; and those who still 're- 
main, have for the most part, joined themselves to other 
nations in the interior part of the country, on the banks 
of the lakes and rivers. 

The Indians in Canada and to the south of it, are tall 
and straight beyond the proportion of most other nations ; 
their bodies are strong, but it has been observed that this 
is a strength rather suited to endure the exercise of the 
chase, than much hard labor, by which they are soon 
consumed ; they have generally supple limbs, and the 
smallest degree of deformity is very rarely seen amongst 
them. Their features are regular, their complexion 
|pme what of a copper color, or a reddish brown ; their 






titir, which is long, bUck, and lank, is as strongs* tl 
of a horse. 'I hey carefully eradicate the hair from every 
part of the body except the hear], and there they confine 
it to a tuft at the top ; whence an erroneous idea has 
much prevailed that the men of this country are natar- 
aily destitute of beards ; but it is unquestionable that it 
is only an uniScial deprivation. 

They generally wear only a blanket wrapped about 
them, or a shirt, both of which they purchase of the 
English traders ; when the Europeans first came among 
them they found some nations entirely naked, and others 
with a coat be cottui cloth, wove by themselves, round 
their waist ; but in the northern parts their whole bodies 
were in winter covered with skins. 

The Uuran Indians possess a very pleasant and fertile 
country on the eastern aide of the lake which bears the: 
same name. Hull * century ago the* were very nume- 
rous, and could raise tin or tevm hundred warriors, but 
they ha»e suffered greaily from the attacks of neighbor- 
ing tribes. They differ in their manners from any of the 
Indian tribes by which they are surrounded. They build 
regular houses which they cover with bark, and are con- 
aidcred as the most wealthy Indians on the continent, 
having not only many horses, but some black cattle and 
swine. They likewise raise much corn, so that after 
providing for their own wants, they are enabled to barter 
the remainder wi:h other tribes. Theircountry extends 
one hundred and fifty miles eastward of the lake, but is 
narrower in the contrary direction : the soil is not ex- 
ceeded by any in this part of the world : the limber is tall 
and beautiful, the woods abound with game, and abun- 
dance of fish may be obtained from the rivers and lakes ; 
so that if it was well cultivated, the land would equal that 
on any part of the aea coast of North- America. A mis- 
sionary of the order of Carthusian friars, by permission 






Canada, resides among them, 
llicm amply rewarded for his services. 

Those tribes ot Indians who inhabit the banks of 
lakes Champlain, Georgia, and Ontario, were formerly 
culled Iroquois, but have since been known Jiy the name 
ol " (he five Mohawk nations;" and •' the Mohawks of 
Canada;" the former arc called Onondagoes, Oniadcs, 
Senecas, Tuscaaovies, and Tmondock ; these fought on 
the side of the English in the contest for territory with 
Vraiice ; the Cohnawahgaiis and St. Francis Indiana 
joined the French. 

The knowledge which we have of the Indians further 
to the S. W. as far a* beyond 42° N. latitude, is chiefly 
obtained from the very worthy provincial officer Major 
Carver, who travelled into those part*, in the year 1768, 
and whose placid manners and artless sincerity could not 
[ail of recommending him to men whom nature alone 
bad instructed. He visited twelve nations of Indians, 
among which the following appear to he the most consid- 
erable ; the Chipeway, who dwell to the southwa'd of 
Jake Superior, and the Oltawas ; the Winnebags to the 
W. of lake Michigan, who with the Saukies, and OttU 
genmies occupy the whole extent of country from the 
lake to the Mississippi, below 42° N, latitude, where tho 
Ousconsin river discharges itself. The Nanddwesse, the 
most numerous and extended Indian nation, inhabit tho 
•cunlry on Uie W. of the Mississippi, on the borders of 
Louisiana. 

The Indians in general ore strangers to the passions of 
jealousy ; and the most profligate of their young men 
very rarely attempt the virtue of married woman, nor do 
auch often pot themselves in the way of solicitation, al- 
though the Indian women, in general, are amorous, and, 
before marriage. Dot less esteemed for gratifying their 
passions,— It appears to bare been a very prevalent cus- 
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tofn with the Indians of this country, before they become' 
acquainted with the Europeans, to compliment strangers 
with their wives ; and the custom still prevails, not only 
among the lower rank, but, even among the chiefs them- 
selves, who consider such an offer as the greatest proof 
cf courtesy they can give a stranger. 

The men are remarkable for their indolence, on which 
they even seem to value themselves; saying that labor 
would degrade them, and belongs solely to the women, 
white they are formed only for war, hunting and fishing ? 
it is, however, their business to make arms for hunting 
and Hues for fishing ; to form their canoes, and build 
their houses ; but they frequently make the women as- 
sist them in these, besides attending to all domestic af- 
fairs, and cultivating the land. They have a method of 
lighting up their huts with torches, made of the splinter* 
cut from the pine or birch tree* 

The Indians have generally astonishing patience and 
equanimity oi mind, with the command of every passion? 
except revenge. They bear the most sudden and unex- 
pected misfortune with calmness and composure, with- 
out ottering a word, or the least change of countenance* 
Even a prisoner, who knows not whether he may not in 
a few hours be put to the most cruel death, seems en- 
tirely unconcerned, and eats and drinks with as much 
cheerfulness as those into whose hands they have fallen* 
Their resolution and courage under sickness and pain, 
is reariy astonishing. Even when under the shocking: 
torture to which prisoners are frequently exposed) they 
will not only nuke themselves cheerful, but provoke and 
irritate their tormentors by most severe reproaches. 

They are grave in their deportment upon serious oc- 
casions, observant cf those in company, respectful to the 
old -, of a ten per cool and deliberate, by which they are 
never in haste to 9peak before they hare well thought of 
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the matter, and sure that the person who spoke before 
them has finished all that he had to say. In their pub- 
lic councils, eveiy man is heard in his tarn according 
as his years, his wisdom, or his services to his country, 
have ranked him. Not a whisper, nor a murmur is 
heard From the least, while he speaks; no indecent com- 
mendations, no ill-timed applause. The young attend 
for their instruction ; for here they learn the history of 
their nation, are animated by those who celebrate the 
warlike actions of their ancestors ; are taught what is 
the interest of their country, and how to cultivate and 
pursue it. 

Hospitality is exercised among them with the utmost 
generosity and good will; Their houses, (heir provi- 
sions and even their young women are presented to a 
guest. To those oftheir own nation they are likewise 
Very humane and beneficent. If any of them succeed 
ill in hunting, if his harvest fails, or his house is burnt, 
he feels no other effect of his misfortune, than its giving; 
him an opportunity of experiencing the benevolence and 
regard of his countrymen) who, for that purpose, have 
almost every thing in common. But 10 the enemies of 
his country, or to those who have privately offended him, 
the native American is implacable. He never indeed 
makes use of oaths, or indecent expressions, but cruelly 
conceals his sentiments, till by treachery or surprise he 
can gratify his revenge. No length of time is sufficient 
to allay his resentment ; no distance of place is great 
enough to protect the object ; he crosses the steepest 
mountains, pierces impervious forests, and traverses the 
most hideous deserts ; bearing the inclemency of the 
season, the fatigue of the expedition, the extreems of 
hunger and thirst, with patience and cheerfulness, in 
hopes of surprising his enemy, and exercising upon him 
the most shocking barbarities. When these cannot be 
M 



ecttd, the revenge is left as a legacy, trantlertd frc 
generation to generation, from father to son till an op- 
portunity offers oF taking what they think ample aati*- 
fuciion. I'o such extremes do the Indians push their 
friendship, or their enmity ; and such indeed is, in gen- 
eral, the character of all uncivilized nations. They, how- 
ever, esteem nothing so unworthy a man or sense, as a 
peevish temper, and a pronuiess to a sudden and rash 
anger. 

On the other hand, Ihey are highly sensible of the 
Utility and pleasures of friendship : for each of them, at i 
certain age, makes choice of some one nearly of the 
same standing in life to be their most intimate and bosom 
friend, these two enter into mutual engagements, by 
which they oblige themselves to brave any danger and 
run any risk, to assist and support each other. This 
attachment ia even carried so far as to overcome the fear 
of death, which they consider as only a temporary separa- 
tion, being persuaded that they shall meet and be united 
in friendship in the other world) never to be separated 
more ; and that there they shall need one another's as- 
sistance as well as here. 

It does not appear that there is arty Indian nation that 
has not some sense of a deity, and a kind of superstitious 
religion. Their ideas of the nature and attributes of 
God are very obscure, and some of them absurd, though 
Ihey conceive of him as the Great Spirit, and imagine 
that his more immediate residence is on the island of the 
great lakes. They seem to have some idea that there 
are spirits oF a higher and more excellent nature than 
man; and supposing them to be every where present, 
frequently invoke them, and endeavour to act agreeable 
to their desires. Tbey likewise imagine that there is an 
evil spirit, who they say is always inclined to mischief, 
and heirs grew iway in the Croatian ; this indeed is the 



principal object of their devotions; they generally ad- 
dress him most heartily, beseeching him to do them iw 
harm: bat supposing the others to he propitious, and 
ever inclined to do good, they intrcat those spirils to 
bestow blessing! upon them and prevent the evil spirit 
frora hurting them. Major Carver relates (hat one of 
the moit considerable chiels among the Oliawaws with 
whom he remained a night, on attending him to his canoe 
the next morning with great solemnity, and in an auda- 
ble voice offered up a fervent prayer, as he entered his 
canoe, " that the great spirit would favor him with a 
prosperous voyage ; that he would Rive him sn undmid- 
ed sky, and smooth waters by day, and that be might 
lie down by night on a beaver blanket, enjoying uninter- 
rupted steep and pleasant dreams ; and also that he 
might find continual security under the great pipe of 
peace." To procure the protection nf the good spirit, 
they imagine it necessaty to distinguish themselves, and 
that they must above all other attainments, become good 
warriors, expert hunters, and steady marksmen. 

Their priests often persuade the people that they have 
revelations of future events, and arc authorised to com- 
mand them to pursue such and such measures. They 
«Uo undertake to unfold the mysteries of religion, and to 
•olve and interpret all their dreams. They represent the 
other world as a place abounding with an inexhaustible 
plenty of every thing desirable, where they shall enjoy 
the most full and exquisite gratification of all their senses. 
—This is doubtless the motive that induces the Indian 
to meet death with such indifference and composure ; 
none of them being in the least dismayed at the news 
that he has but a few hours or minutes to live, but with 
the greatest intrepidity sees himself upon the brink nf 
being separated from all terrestrial things, and with 
great serenity talks to all around him; thus a father 



leaves his dying advice to his children, and take* a for- 
mal leave of Ml his friends. 

They testify great indifference for the productions of 
art ; when any curious piece of mechanism is shown them 
they say, " II is pretty, I like to look at it," but express 
no curiosity about its construction. Such however is not 
their behaviour when they are told of a person who dis- 
tinguishes himself by agility in running; is well skilled 
in hunting; can take a most exact aim; work a canoe 
along a rapid with great dexterity j is skilled in all the 
arts which their stealthy mode of carrying on a war is 
capable ct ; oris acute in discovering the situation of a 
country, and can, withont a guide pursue his proper 
course through a varst forest, and support hunger, thirst, 
and fatigue with invincible firmness ; at such a relation 
tli tii- attention is aroused ; they listen to the interesting 
tale with delight, and express in the strongest terms their 
•steem for so great so wonderful a man. 

They generally bury their dead with great decency 
and deposit in the grave such articles as the deceased had 
made the greatest use of and been most attached to; as 
his how and arrows, pipes, lobocco, Sec. that he may not 
be in want or any thing when he comes to the other 
country; The mothers mourn for their children a long 
time, and the neighbours make presents to the father; 
and he in return gives them a feast. 

Every band has a leader who bears the title of Sachem 
or chief warrior, and is chosen for his tried valor and skill 
in conducting war ; 10 him is entrusted all military ope- 
rations, but his authority does nut extend to civil affairs, 
the pre-eminence there being given to another, who pos- 
sesses it by a kind of hereditaiy claim, and whose assent 
is necessary to render valid all conveyances of land, or 
treaties of whatever kind to which he affixes the mark 
of the tribe- or nation. Though these military and ti.;| 
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chiefs are considered as the beads of the band, end Ihn 
latler is usually styled king, yet (he American Indians 
consider themselves as controlled by neither civil nor mil- 
itary authority : every individual regards himself as free 
and independent, and would never renounce the idea of 
liberty ; therefore injunctions conveyed in the style of a 
positive command, would be disregarded and treated with 
contempt. Nor do their leaders assume an ascendancy* 
repugnant to these sentiments, but merely advise what is 
necessary to be done, which is sufficient to produre (ho 
most prompt and effectual execution, never producing a 



Their great council is composed of the heads of tribes 
and families, with such whose capacity has raised them 
to the same degree of consideration. They meet in a 
house, built in each of their towns for that purpose, and 
also to receive ambassadors, to deliver them an answer, to 
sing their traditionary songs, or to commemorate the 
dead. In these councils they propose all such matters as 
concern the state, and which have been already digested 
in the secret councils, at which none but the head men 
assist. The chiefs seldom speak much themselves at 
these general meetings, but intrust their sentiments 
with a person who is called their speaker, or orator, there 
being one of this profession in every tribe or town j and 
their manner of speaking is natural and easy, their words 
strong and expressive, their style bold, figurative, and 
laconic, whatever is told tending cither to form the 
judgment or rouse the passions. 

When any business or consequence is transacted, they 
appoint a feast upon the occasion, of which almost the 
whole nation partakes. Before the entertainment is rea- 
lly, the principal person begins a song on the remark- 
able events of their history, and whatever may lend to. 
their honor or instruction. The others sing in their 
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turn. They also have dances, chiefly cf i martial kind i 
and no solemnity or public business is carried on without 
songs and dances. 

As the Indians are high spirited and soon irritated, that 
inost trifling provocations frequently muse ihem to arms t 
and prove the occasions of bloodshed and murder—Their 
petty private quarrels are often decided this way, and ex- 
peditions undertaken without the knowledge or consent 
of a general council. These private expeditions arc 
winked at, and excused, as a means of keeping their 
young men in action, and inuring them to the exertions 
of war. 

But when war becomes a national affair, it is entered 
upon with great dt liberation. They first call an assem- 
bly of the sachems or chief warriors, to deliberate upon 
the affair, and every thing relating to it. In this general 
congress among the northern Indians and the Five Na- 
tionii the women have a voice as veil as the men. When 
they are assembled, the chief sachem or president, pro- 
poses the affair they have met to consult upon, and tak- 
ing up the tomahuwk, which lies by him, says P Who 
among you will go and fight against sueb a nation? 
Who among you will bring captives from thence to re. 
place our deceased friends, that our wrongs may be 
reTtoged and our name and our honor maintained, aa 
long as the rivers flow, the grass grows, or the sun and 
moon shall endure f" Then one of the principal warri- 
ors rising, harrangoes the whole assembly, and after, 
ward, addressing himself to the young men, enquires 
who amongibem will go along with him, and fight their 
enemies ? When they generally rise, one after another, 
and fall in behind him, while he walks round the circle, 
till he is joined by a sufficient number. 

On such occasions they have usually a deer, or some 
other beast roasted whole ; and eacb of theut, as they 



consent to go to war, cuts off a piece and eals, sayingi 
'• Thus will I devour our enemies," mentioning the na- 
tion they are going to attack. The ceremony being per* 
formed, the dance begins, and they sing the war song, 
which has relation to their intended expedition and con- 
quest, m- to their own skill, courage and dexterity in 
fighting, and the manner in which they will vanquish 
their enemies. Their expressions are strong and pathet- 
ic, attended with a lone that inspires terror. 

Such is the influence of their women in these consul- 
tations, thai the issue depends much upon them. If any- 
one of them in conjunction with the chiefs, has a mind 
to excite one, who does not immediately depend upon 
them, to take a part in the war, she presents, by the 
hands oF some tru3ty young warrior, a string of wam- 
pum, to the person whose help she solicits, which sel- 
dom fails oF producing the effect; But when they soli- 
cit an offensive or defensive alliance with a whole natiors 
they send an embassy with a large belt of wampum and 
a bloody hatchet, inviting ibem to come and drink the 
blood of their enemies. 

The wampum used on these and other occasions tie- 
fore their acquaintance with Europeans, was only smatl 
■bells, which they picked up by the sea coasts, or. J on 
the banks of the lakes- It now consists principally of 
a kind of cylindrical beads, made of white and bla:k 
•hells, which are esteemed among them as litre* and 
gold are among us. The black they think the most val- 
uable; both of them are their greatest riches and orna- 
ments, answering all the ends of money among us.— 
They have the art of stringing, twisting, and interweav- 
ing them into their belts, collars, blankets, &c. tn ten 
tliousand different sizes, forms, and figures, so as not 
only to be ornaments for every part of dress, but ex- 
piestive of all their important transactions. They di< 






n of various colors and shades; 
are made significant of almost any thing they please, by 
these their records are kept, and their thoughts commu- 
nicated to one another, as ours aie by writing. Thus 
the belts that pass from one nation to another, in ail im- 
portant transactions, are carefully preserved in the cabin 
of their chiefa) and serve both as a kind of record or his- 
tory, and as a public treasure; hence they are never 
used on trifling occasions. 

The calmut, or pipe of peace, is of no less impor- 
tance, nor is it less revered among them. The bowl of 
this pipe is made of a kind o( soft red stone, easily 
Wrought and hallowed out ; the stem is of cane, ov a 
kind of light wood, painted with different colors, and 
adorned with the beads, tails, and feathers, of the most 
beautiful birds, &c. The use of the calmut, is to smoke: 
either tobacco or some other herb used instead of it, 
when they enter into an alliance or any solemn engage- 
:steemed the most sacred oath that 
iolation of which is thought to, be 
most infamous, and deserving severe punishment in the 
other life. When they treat of war, the whole pipe and 
all its ornaments are red j sometimes it is red only on 
one ;ide, and by the disposition of the feathers, &c. x' 
person acquainted with their customs, knows at first sight 
the intentions or desires of the nation who presents it,— 
Srrtoaking the calmut ia also upon some occasions and in 
ell treaties considered as a sacred oath, as a seal of their 
decrees, and a pledge of their performance of them, 
The size and decorations of theircalmuts are commonly 
proportioned to the importance of the occasion, to the 
fjualiiybf the persons to whom they are presented, and 
lo the esteem and regard they have for them* 

Another instrument of great importance among them 
Hike tomahawk. This is an ancient weapon, used by 



rocnt } this being < 
can be taken, the v 






en In war, before they were taught the use or iron 
or steel, since which hatchets have been substituted in 
the room of them, but still it retains its use and im- 
portance in public transactions i and like the pipe, is fre- 
quently very significant. This instrument is formed it* 
gome respects like a ha'ehet, hating a long handle; the 
head, which is a mund knob of solid wood calculated to 
knock a man down, has on the other side a point, bend- 
ing a little toward the handle; and near the centre 
where the handle pierces the head another point projects 
forward, of a considerable length, which serves to thrust 
with like a spear. The tomahawk is also ornamented 
with painting and feathers, disposed and varigated in 
many significant forms according to the occasion and end 
for which they are used j and on it is kept a kind of 
journal of their marches and most important occurren- 
ces; in a sort of hieroglyphics. When the council is 
called to deliberate on war, the tomahawk is colored red ; 
and when the council sits i< is laid down by the chid, 
and if war be concluded upon, the captain of the yuung 
warriors takes it up, and holding it m his hand, dances 
and sings the war song. When the council is over, this 
or some other or the same kind, is sent by the hands of 
the same warrior to every tribe concerned ; who wiib it 
presents a belt of wampum, and delivers bis message, 
throwing the tomahawk on the g ran nd, which is taken. 
Up by one of the most expert warriors, if they choose 
to join i if hot, it is returned with a belt of their wam- 
pum suited to (he occasion. 

Each nation or tribe has its distinct ensigns, general;* 
consisting of some beast, bird, or fish. Thus the Fife 
Nations have the bear, otter, wolfe, tortoise, und eagle ; 
by these names the tribes are generally distmj 

d the shapes of these animals are pricked and painted 
several parti or their bodies. Generally, when they 
N 
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e woods, tlicy at m 
cut (he figure of their arms on the trees, especially when 
they have had a successful campaign, that travellers may 
know that they have been there ; recording also in their 
Way the number of prisoners and sculps they have taken; 
Their military appearance is very odd and terrible.— 
They cut off all their hair, except a spot on the crown 
of their head, and uluck out their eye-brows. The lock 
left upon the head is divided into several parcels, each of 
which is stiffened, and intermixed with beads and feath- 
ers of vatious ilmpis and colors, the whole twisted and 
connected together. They paint themselves with a red 
pigment down to the eye brows, which they sprinkle over 
with white down. The gristle of their ears are slit al- 
most quite round, and hung with ornaments that have 
generally the Sgurc of some bird or beast drawn upon 
them. Their nosea are likewise bored and hung wilW 
beads, and their faces painted with various colors. On 
their breasts are a gorget or medal of brass, copper, or 
some other metal j and by a string which goes round 
their necks, is suspended that horrid weapon called the 
scalping knife. 

Thus equiped, they march forth, singing their war 
song, till they lose sight of their village ; and are gener- 
ally fallowed by their women, who assist them in carrying 
their baggage, whether by land or water, but commonly 
return before they proceed to action. 

They have generally one commander for every ten 
men ; and if the number amounts to one hundred; a gen- 
eral is appointed over the others, not properly to com- 
mand, but (o give his opinion. They have no stated 
rules of discipline, or fixed methods of carrying on a, 
war but make their attacks in as many different ways 
at there are occasions, but generally in flying partice, 
equips J for that purpose. 
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* weapon* nsed by those woo'ttfttfe with the Eng- 
lish and French are commonly a Orelbclt, a hatchet, and 
■ scalping knife ; but the others use bows, lomahawfcl 
*nd pikes. Ae the commanrler in chief governs only by 
advice, and can neither reward norpuniih, every private 
may return home when be pleases without assigning any 
Teason for it ; or any number may leave the main body, 
and carry on a- pntatc expedition, in whatever manner 
they please, without being called to account for ttait 
conduct. 

When the Indians return from a successful campaign, 
they contrive their march so as to approach their vil- 
lage till toward the evening. They then send two or 
three forward to acquaint their chief, and the whole vil- 
lage, with the moat material circumstances of their cam- 
paign. At day light next morning, they give their prison* 
ers new clothes, paiet their faces with various colors, and 
put into their hand a white staff, tasselled round with the 
tails of deer. This being done, the war captain sets up 
a cry, and gives as many yells as be has taken prisoners 
and scalps, and the whole village assemble at the water 
side. As soon as the warriors appear, lour or Eve of their 
young men) well clothed, get into a canoe, if ihcy come 
by water, or otherwise march by land : the two Gist car- 
rying each a calmut, go out singing to search the pri- 
aoncrs, whom they lead in triumph to the cabin where 
they are to receive their doom. The owner oflhht cabin 
baa (he power of determining their fate, though it is of- 
ten left to some woman who has lost her husband, brother, 
or sod in the war ; and when this is the case, she gene- 
rally adopts htm into the place of the deceased. The 
prisoner has victuals immediately given him and while 
be is at this repast, a consultation is held; and if it be 
resolved to save his life, two young men unite him, and 
tfiing turn by the hands, lead him to the cabin of the 
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i into whose feiji ily be if to be adopted) i 
be is received with all imaginable marki ofkindnesi. He 
is treated as n friend, as a brother, or at a husband, and 
I hey soon love him with the same tenderness at if he 
atoort in ibe place ol one of their friends. In short, ha 
has no other marks of captivity, but his not being suffer- 
ed to reiurn to his own nation, lor his attempting ibis 
would he pun>shrd wiih certain death. 

Out if the sentence be death, how different their con- 
dud 1 ihete people, who behave with such diiioterestcd 
affection to each other, with such ttnciernest to those 
whom they adopt, here shew that they arc truly savages ; 
the dreadful sentence is no sooner passed, than the whole 
village set up the death cry ; and, as >l there were no 
medium between the most generuu* friendship and the 
most inhuman rruehy i for the execution of him whom 
they had just before deliberated upon admitting into tliei*- 
tribe is no longer deferred, than whilst they can make the 
necosary preparations for rioting in the most diabolical 
cruelty. They first atrip himi and fixing two posts in 
ibe ground,, fasten to them two pieces from one to the 
ether ; one about too feet from the ground, the other 
■bout frre or six feet higher : then obliging the unhappj 
\ictim lommint uputi the lower cross piece, they tie hit 
Its t to it a little asunder : his hands are extended and 
tied to the angles funned by the upper piece. In this 
posture they burn him all over the body, sometimes first 
daubing him with pitch. The whole village) men, wo- 
men, and children, assemble round him, every one tor- 
turmg him in what manner they please, eack striving to 
exceed the other in cruelly, as long as he has life. But 
if nunc uf lbs bye- standee are inclined to lengthen out 
hi* torment!, he i» either shot to death, nr inclosed with 
dry l>»rk, to which they act fire; they then leave hrm on 
tee frame, and in the evening run from, cabin, to canity 



lipmtioualy striking with =mall twigs, the fomitur*, 
walls, and rools to prevent hit spirit from remaining 
there to take vengeance for the evils committed on bis 
body. The remainder of lbs day ami the night follow- 
ing is spcDl in rejoicing. 

This i> the most uiual method of murdering their pri- 
soners ; but sometimes they fasten them 10 a single 
etake, and build a fire around them ; at oiher limes Ihty 
cruelly mangle their limbs, cut off their lingers and tees 
joint by joint, and sometimes scald ihem to drain. 

What is the most extraordinaiy, if the sufferer be an 
Indian, there seems during the whole time of his cjtecui 
tion, a contest between him and his tormentors, which 
shall outdo the other, they in inflicting the most horrid 
pains, or he in enduring them : not a groan, nor a sigh, 
pot a distortion ul countenance escapes him in the midst 
of his torments. It is evrn said, that he recounts bis 
own exploits, informs them what cruellies he has inflicted 
upon their countrymen, and threatens with the revenge 
that will attend his death I that he even reproaches them 
for their ignorance of the an of tormenting ; points out 
methods of more exquisite torture, and more sensible 
parts of the body to be afflicted. 

The scalps, those dreadful proofs of the barbarity of 
these Indians, are Valued, and hung up in their houses as 
the trophies uf their bravery ; and they have certain days 
when the young men gain a new name or title of honor, 
according to the qualities of the persona to whom these 
scalps belonged. This name they think a sufficient re- 
ward for the dangers and fatigues of many campaigns, as 
(1 render* ihem rcspecttdby their countrymen, and ter- 
rible to their enemies. 

In the late American revolution, Britain had the inho- 
Buflity to reward these sons of bmbarity for depredations 
ootuwitted upon those who were snuggling in (he cause 







was through ihcir instigation I 
hatchets of the Indians were made drunk with American 
blood ! the widow's wail, the virgin's shriek, and infant's 
ucrnbiing cry, was music k in their ears. In cold blood 
ibcy struck their cruel tomahawks into [he defenceless 
head of a Miss M'Krat, a beautiful girl, who was that 
very day to have been married !— the particulars of tin 
inhuman transaction fnllow :— Previous to the late war 
between America and C real -Britain, a British officer by 
the name of Janus, an accomplished young man, resid- 
ed near Fort Edward— his visits thither became more 
frequent when tic found himself irresistibly drawn by 
charms of native worth and beauty. Miss M'Krat, 
whose memory is dear to humanity and true affection, 
was the object of his peregrinations. 

Mr. Junes had not taken the precautions necessary in 
hazardous love, but had manifested to the lady by his 
constant attention, unassembled and ingenious demean- 
or, that ardent affection, which a susceptible heart com- 
pelled her implicitly to return. In this mutual inter- 
change of passions, they suffered themselves to be trans- 
ported on the ocean of imagination, till the unwelcome 
necessity of a scperation cut off every springing hope. 
The war between Great- Britain and America commen- 
ced — a removal from this happy spot was in consequence 
suggested to Mr. Jones, as inrlispensiblc Nothing 
could alleviate their mutual horror, but duty— nothing 
could allay their reciprocal grief, so as to render a sepa- 
rate corporeal existence tolerable, but solemn vows, 
with Ibe ideas of a (inure meeting. Mr. Jos it repaired 
to- Canada, where all intercourse with the Provincials 
was prohibited. Despair, which presented itself in ag- 
gravated colours when General Burgotmb's expedition 
lit Slates was fixed, succeeded to his former 
hopes. The British array being encamped about three 






Mtlra from tbe Fort, a descent was daily projected. — * 
Here Mr. Jonta could nut but recogniae the spot, on 
which rested all lib joys. He figured to hi) mind the 
■iiiad, which his liOBlile approach must raise in the 
breast of her, whom of all others, be thought it his high- 
est interest to protect.— In spite ot atretics and com- 
mands to the contrary, he found means secretly to con- 
vey a Jsttcr, intreaiing her not to leave the town with 
the family, assuring her, that as soon as the fort should 
have surrendered, he would convey her to an asylum, 
where they might peaceably consummate the nuptial 
ceremony, I'ar from discrediting the sincerity of bint 
who could not deceive her, she heroically refused to fol- 
low the Dying, villagers.- The remonstrances of a father, 
or the tearful imreatiesof a mother and numerous frienda 
could not avail I It was enough that her lover was her 
friend— she considered herself protected by the love and 
voluntary assurances of her youthful hero. With the 
society of a servant maid, she impatiently waited the 
desired conveyance. Mr. Jokes finding the difficulty in- 
to which he was brought, at length, for want of better 
convoy, hited a party of twelve Indians, to carry a let- 
ter to Miss M'Krat, with his own horse, for the pur- 
pose of carrying her to the place appointed. They aet 
off, fired with the anticipation of their promised premi- 
um, which was to consist of a quantity of spirits, on con- 
dition that they brought ber off in safety, which, to an 
Indian was the most cogent ttimulous the young lover 
could have named. Having arrived in view of her win- 
dow, they sagaciously held up the letter, to prevent the 
fears and apprehensions which a savage knows he muit 
excite, in the sight of tenderness and sensibility. Her 
faith and expectations enabled her to divine (he business 
of these ferocious missionaries, while her frightened 
maid uttered nought but shrieks and cries. They ar- 
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rived, am) by Iheir signs convinced hep from whom thtf 
bad iheir instruction*. If a doubt could remain, it was 
removed by the letter— it was from her lover. A lock 
of hi» hair, which it contained, presented his man); figure 
to her gloomj' fancy. 

Here, reader, guess what must have been her ecats- 
cy— She resolved to brave even the most horrid aspect, 
which might appear between her and him, whom she 
considered already hers, without a sigh — sbe did not for 
a moment hesitate to follow the wishes of her lover ; and 
look journey with these bloody messengers, expecting 
»ery soon to be shielded in the arms ol legitimate affec- 
tion. A short distance only then seemed to separate two 
of (he happiest of mortals.— Ala* 1 how soon are the 
moat brilliant pictures of felicity defaced by the burning 1 
hand of affliction and woe 1 How swiftly are the halcyon 
dreams, which lull the supine indolence of thought, suc- 
ceeded by the real pangs which are inflicted by a punish- 
ing providence or a persecuting foe ! 

Having risen the hill, at about equal distance from 
the camp and her former home, a second party of In- 
dians having beard of the captivating offer made by Mr. 
Johks, delermind to avail themselves of the opportuni- 
ty. '1 he reward was tbe great object. A clashing of 
real and assumed rights was soon followed by a furious 
and bloody engagement, in which several were killed on 
each side. The commander of the firat party, perceiv- 
ing thst nought but the lady's death could appease the 
fury of either, with a tomahawk deliberately knocked her 
from her horse, mangled her scalp from her beautiful 
temples, which he esultingly bore as a trophy of lent 
to the expectant and anxious lover ! ! Here, O disap- 
pointment, was thy sting 1 It was with the greatest dif- 
ficulty that Mr. Jonas could be kept from total dchri- 
Hii horror and indignation could not be appeased ; 
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l;is remorse for having risked his most valuable treasure 
in the hands of lavages! drove him almost lo madness* 
When the particulars of the melancholy event reached 
ten. BuncovtiK, he ordered the survivors of both these- 
parlies lo immediate execution. 



CHAP. V. 
INVASION of NEW-YORK 1*9 NEW-ENGL AND" 

AND 

DESTRUCTION of SCHENECTADY, b. the 
FRENCH abd INDIANS, is 1690; 



INlhe year 1690, the Mohawks having made several 
successful expeditions against the Canadians, the Count 
Pbcntenac (to raise the depressed spirit of the latter) 
despatched several parlies of French and Indians to attack 
ier settlements of New- York and New-England. 
A detachment of nearly 500 French and Indians, under 
Ihe command of Monsieurs P. Aillebout, Da Wailkt 
and Lk WathBi were despatched from Montreal for 'his 
purpose; — they were furnished with every thing neces- 
sary for a winter's campaign — After a march of twenty- 
two days, they on the 8«h February reached Schenectady 
— they had on their march been so reduced as to harbui- 
ihouglitsof surrendering themselves prisoners of war lo 
the English; but their spies {who had been for several 
days in ihe village, entirely unsuspected) representing in 
19 strong terms the defenceless state of the inhabitants, 
M determined them lo make an Immediate attack— The f 
found the gates open and unguarded— they entered them . 
nbout eleven o'clock al night, and the belter to effect iheir 
Lcllub purpose divided their main body iuto several dis- 
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1 parties of am or seven men each!— Ihe inhabitant* 
were in profound sleep, and unalarmed until ihe enemy 
had broken open their doors and with uplifted tomahawks 
Were surrounding their bed* I — before they had time ttf 
rise, the savages began the perpetration of the most in* 
human barbarities ! — no language can express the cruel- 
lies which were committed — in less than one hour two 
hundred of the unfortunate inhabitants were slain and 
the whole village en wrapt in Barnes i— A detail of the 
cruellies committed by the barbarians cannot be read 
without horror-— They ravished, rifled, murdered ami 
mutilated the inhabitants without distinction of age or sex, 
without any oilier provocation or incitement than brutal 
lust and wantonness of barbarity !— pregnant women 
were ripped open and their infants cast into the flames or 
(lashed against the posts of the doors.' !— such monsters 
of barbarity ought certainly to be excluded from all the 
privileges of human nature, and hunted down as wild 
beasts, without pity or cessation. A few of the inhabitants 
escaped, and in their shirts (in a severe and stormy night) 
fled to Albany— twenty-fiveof the fugitives in their Bight 
perished with cold. The enemy after destroying the 
inhabitants killed all the horses and cattle which they 
could find, with lha exception of about thirty of the for- 
mer, which they loaded with their plunder and drove off. 
When the news of the horrid massacre reached Alba- 
ny; an universal fear and consternation seised the inhab- 
itants— the country became panic struck ; and many en- 
tertained thoughts of destroying the town and abandoning 
that part of the country to the enemy. 

A second party of the enemy which Count Fbontebac 
had detached from the main body at the three rivers (un- 
der command of Sieur Hahtkl, an officer of dia tin gu is li- 
ed character in Canada) on the IBth February fell upon 
Salmon Falls (a plantation on the river which divides 
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>Tew- Hampshire fram the province of Maine!— she party 
consisted of about 70 men, more t nun half of whom were 
Indians ; they commenced the attack at break of day, in 
three different places, and although the Inhabitants ueie 
surprized, yet i hey Bed to their arms and defended them- 
selves with bravery wliich even iheirenemies applauded ; 
but they were finally overpowered by numbers, end for* 
ty-lhree of them (men, wumen and children} fell victims 
to lavage barbarity. 

The depredations of the French and Indians filled the 
inhabitants of the western country with fear and alarm. 
—The Assembly of New-York conceived it necewwy ig 
make every exertion to prevent the settlement of the 
French at Albany— it was resolved that two companies 
of 100 men each should be raised and sent forward for 
that purpose. For the defence of the frontier towns in 
New-England, it was ordered that a constant waich should 
be kept in the several towns, and that all males (above 
13 and under 60 years of age) should be held i 
ne=s to march at the shortest notice. 

On the 20th March, at a proposed meeting of Com- 
fnlisioners from New-York and New-England, a plan 
was proposed and adopled lor invading Canada— 800 men 
were ordered to be raised for the purpose — 'he t|Uotas of 
the several colonies were fixed, and general rules adop. 
ted for the management of the army. A small vessel 
was sent express to England the beginning of Aprir, 
carrying a representation of the exposed state of tLe 
colonies and the necessiiy of the reduction of Canada— 
a petition was also forwarded to his majesty for a supply 
of arms and ammunition, and a number of frigates to 
aitack the enemy by water) while the colonel troops 
made an invasion by land- Joai* Wihtbsop, Esq. was 
appointed major-general and commander in chief of the 
d army) and arrived with the troops under his co; 
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d near the falls at the head of Wood Creek, early in 
(he month of August. 

When ihe army arrived at the place appointed for th» 
rendezvous of the Indians, from the Five Nations (who 
Jiad engaged to assist the English) instead of mee'.'mg 
vith that powerful body which they expected and which 
the Indians had promised, there was no more than 70 
warriors from the Moha*ks end Oneidas!— When iho 
general had advanced about 100 mile?, he found that 
there were not canoes sufficient to transport one half the 
English across the Like — upon representing to the In- 
dians the impossibility of the army's passing into Cana- 
da without a much greater number of canoes, they re- 
plied that it was then too late in the season to make ca. 
noes, as the bark would not peal— in short, they artfully 
evaded every proposal, and finally told the general and 
his officers that they looked too high and advised them 
only to attack Chambly, and the out settlements on this 
side of St. Lawrence — ilius did these Indians (who a few 
years before had so harraascd all the French and Indians 
in Canada) exhibit the greatest proofs of cowardice J™. 
the English Gliding "it impossible to cross the lake with 
advantage, returned to Albany, and thus the expedition, 
tiled. 

In the year 1693, Count FaoXTEtUc finding that he 
could not accomplish a peace with the Mohawks (who of 
all the Indians had been by lar the most destructive to 
the settlements in Canada) determined on their dcslruc. 
lion. He collected an army of about 700 French and 
Indians, and, having supplied them with every thing ne- 
cessary for a winter campaign, sent them against the 
Mohawk castles. — They commenced their march from 
Montreal on the ISth January, 1693 — after enduring in- 
credible hardships, they fell in with lite first c;istle about 
the loth February— ihe Mohawks, were unprr 
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An attack, not hating the least intimation of the approach 
of the Canadians— the enemy killed and captured about 
to of the Mohawks at this castle and then proceeded Tor 
tbe second, at which they were equalhr successful j a 
great part of the Mohawks were at Schenectady and the 
remainder perfectly secure ;— when ihey arrived at the 
third castle they found about eighty warriors collected at 
it war-danee, as they designed the next day to go upon 
an enterprise against their enemies— a conflict ensued, in 
which the Canadians, after losing about thirty men, were 
victorious and the third castle was taken. The Canadi- 
ans in their descent took near three hundred prisoners, 
principally women and children.— The brave Colonel 
Scbvtlib of Albany (receiving information of the ap- 
proach of the envmy) at tbe head of a parly of volun- 
teers of about 400 English and Dutch, pursued tin-m- 
en the 25th February he was joined by about 300 Indians, 
and with this force on the 29th fell in with th<: enemy, 
whom he found lodged in a fortified camp— the Canadi- 
ans made three successive sallies upon the colonel, and 
Were as often repulsed, he kept his ground, waiting for 
provisions and a reinforcement from Albany :— the ene- 
my at length taking the advantage ol a violent snow 
storm escaped and inarched to Canada ;— the day fol- 
lowing, Capt. Sims, with a reinforcement and a supply 
of provision arrived from Albany, and the day succeed- 
ing the colonel re assumed the punuit ; but the Canadi- 
ans luckily finding a cake of ice across the north branch 
of Hudson river, made their escape : they were however 
so closely pursued by the English and Dutch that they 
could not prevent the escape of most of their prisoners, 
who all (with the exception of nine or ten) returned in 
aafcty to (heir country. Colonel Schulyer lost 13 of 
IiU party, and had 19 wounded— according to the report 
uf the captives the enemy lost 50 men, five of whom 
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irerc Frinch officers, and two Indian guides, and had 
about 70 wounded* The Mohawks on their return found 
about 40 dtajftbodies of the enemy, which they scalped 
and devoured* jbieed so great was their hunger 1 




WASHINGTON'S EXPEDITION, 

IH 1753— AND 

DEFEAT or General BRADD0CK t 

BT THE INDIANS) IN 1755* 

IN 1753, the French and Indians began to make 
inroads on our western frontiers along the Ohio* Got* 
ernor Dinwiddie, of Virginia, was very desirous to get 
a letter of remonstrance to their commander in chief.—* 
Be had applied to several young gentlemen of his' ac* 
quaintance, but they were all so deficient in courage that 
they could not be prevailed on for love or money, to ven- 
ture out among the savages* Our beloved Washing- 
ton happening to hear of it, instantly waited on his ex* 
cellency, and offered his services* but not without being 
terribly afraid lest his want of a beard should go against 
him* However, the Governor was so charmed with his 
modesty and manly air, that he never asked him a sylla- 
ble about his age, but after thanking him for u a noble 
jouthj* and insisting on his taking a glass of wine with 
him, slipped a commission into his hand. The next day, 
accompanied by an interpreter and a couple of servants, 
he set out on his expedition, which was, from start to 
pole, as disagreeable and dangerous as any thing Hercu- 
lus himself could have wished. Soaking rains, chilling 
blasts, roaring floods, pathless woods, and mountains 
clad in snows, opposed his course ; but opposed in vain* 
The glorious ambition to serve his country imparted an 
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■■ tc lii» i.ervcs, which rendered him superior : 
all difficulties. 

Returning homewards lie waa waylaid and shot at by 
a French Indian, and though the copper colored ruffian 
was not IS Bieps. distant when lie Sred at him, yet oat 
even so much as the smell of lead passed on the clothes 
of our young hero. On his return to Virginia, it was 
found that he had executed his negotiations, both with 
the Frenr.h and Indians, with such fidelity end judgmenr, 
that he received the heartiest thanks of the Governor and 
Council for the very important services he bad done his 
country. 

He was now (in the 20th year of his age) appointed 
major and adjulant general of the Virginia forces. Soo» 
alter (his, the Indians continuing theh* encroachments, or- 
ders were given by ths English government, for the col- 
onies to arm and unite in one confederacy; Virginia 
took the lead, and raised a regiment of four hundred 
men, at the head of which she placed her darling W*si- 

1-JGT3N. 

Willi this handful of brave fellows, Col. Washikctok, 
not yet 2J years or age, boldly poshed out into the In- 
dian country, and there for a considerable time, Hanni- 
bal like, maintained the war against three times the 
number of French and Indians, At the Red-Stones he 
came up with a strong patty of the enemy, whom he 
engaged and effectually defeated, after having killed and 
taken thirty- one men. From his prisoners he obtained 
undoubted intelligence) that the French forces on the 
Ohio consisted or upwards of a thousand regulars and 
many hundreds of Indians. But notwithstanding this 
disheartening advice, he still pressed ou undauntedly 
against (he enemy, and at a place called the Little Mead- 
ows, built a fort, which he called Fort Necessity. Hera 
he waiicd, hourly and anxiously looking for aucwiura 
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from New- York and Pennsylvania ; but he looked ia 
Tain— nobody came to bis assistance. Not long alter 
Ibis bis Email force, now reduced to three hundred men, 
were attacked by an army of MOO French and Indians. 
Never did the true Virginian valor shine more glorious! /* 
than on this trying occasion. 

To see three hundred young fellows— commanded by 
asmootlvfaced boy— all unaccustomed to the terror! of 
war— f<tr from home, and from all hopes of help— abut 
up in a dreary wilderness, and surrounded by four time* 
their number of savage foes, and yet, without sign of 
fear, without thought dF surrender preparing for mortal 
combat. Oh ! it was a noble sight !— Scarcely since the 
daysof Leonidas and his three hundred deathless Spar- 
tans bad the sun beheld its equal. With hideous whoopa 
and, yells the enemy came on like a host of tygers. The 
woods, and rocks, and tall tree tops (as the Indians climb- 
ing to the tops of the trees, poured down their bullets 
into the fort) were in one continued blaze and crash of 
fire-arms. Nor were our young warriors idle, but ani- 
mated by their gallent chief, plied their rifles wiih such; 
ip'iril, that their little fort resembled a volcano in full 
blast, roaring and discharging thick sheets or liquid fire 
und of leaden deaths among their foes. For three glori- 
ous hours, Salamander like, inveloped in smoke and 
Game, they sustained the attack of (he enemy's whole 
force, and laid two hundred of them dead on the spot !•— 
Discouraged by such desperate resistance, the French 
general, the Count dc Yilliers sent in a flag to Wash- 
ington, extolling his gallantry to the skies, and offering 
him the most hotiuiable terms. Ji was stipulated that 
Col. Wasbikotuj: and his little band of heroes, should 
inarch away with all the honors of war, and carry with 
Ihcm their military stores and baggage. 

lu the Spring of 1755, Washikgtoh, while busied ip 



ilgliest military operations, was summoned h 

Bsaddock, who in the month of February, arrived 

t Alexandria, with 2000 British troops. The Assembly 

/irginia oppoinled 800 provincials to join him. The. 
ohjectof this army was to march through the country, 

the way of Will's Creek, to fort Du Quesne (now 
Pittsburgh, or fort Pill.) As no person was so well ae- 
[uainted with the frontier country as Wasbihgton, and 
lone stood so high in military tame, it was thought he 
would beinfiniicly serviceable to general Bbaddocs. as 
the request of the Governor and Council he cheerfully 
quitted his own command, lo act at volunteer aid-de- 
camp to that very imprudent and unfortunate general.— 
The army near 3000 strong, marched from Alexandria 
and proceeded unmolested within a few milts of fort 
Pitt. On the morning of the day in- which they erpecta 
ed to arrive, the provincial scouts discovered a large party 
of French and Indians lying in ambush. Washington, 
with his usual modesty, observed lo Cen, Brasjx«k 
what sort of enemy he had now to deal with. An enemy 
who would not, like the Europeans, come forward to u 
fair contest in the field, but, concealed behind rocks and 
trees carry on a deadly warfare with their rifles. He con- 
cluded with begging ihat Gen. Bhaudock would grant 
him the honor to let him place himself at ihe head of the 

I Virginia riflemen, and tight them in tlicii own way— 
And it was generally thought that our young hero and 
hia 800 hearts of hickory, would very easily have bcaun 
ihem too, for tltey were not superior to the force, which, 
(with only three hundred) lie had handled an roughly a 
twelve month before. But Gen. Braddock, who had all 
along treated the American officers and soldiers wllh in- 
finite contempt, instead of following this truly salutary ad- 
vice, swelled and reddened with moat unnunly ruge.— • 
'_' High times, by G — d !"he excliirneJ, itmuAiv^va wA 
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fro, with sur.a ckimho, " High limes! when d y.iBOg 
buckskin can leach a British general how to fight ! " — 
Washington Withdrew, biting his lips with grief and in- 
dignation, to ihink what numbeisor brave fellows would 
draw short breath that day, through the pride and obsti- 
naryofonc cpaulelted fool. The troops were ordered 

IIHJ advance in cohutml through the woods ! 1 '.— 
In a little lime the ruin which Washington bad pre- 
dicted eii'ueil. This poor devoled army, pushed oq by 
their mad-cap genera), fell into the fatal snare which was 
laid for iheiti. All at once a thousand rilles began ihe 
work of death. The ground was instantly covered with 
the dying and the dead. The British troops, thus slaugh- 
tered by hundreds, and by an enemy whom they could 
not see, were thrown irrecoverably into panic and con- 
fusion, and in a lew minutes their haughty general with 
ftOOofhta brave but unfortunate countrymen, bit the 
ground. Poor Bbaddock dossed the tragedy wilh great 
decencf. Ife was mortally wounded in the beginning 
of the sclion, and Washington h H j him placed in a 
cart ready for retreat. Close on the left, where the 

■ [ the French and Indian fire principally fell, 
Washington and his Virginia riflemen, dressed in blue, 

■■■.; the shock. At every discharge of their riflei 
i he woundtd general cried out," my l-ravf Virginia 
blvti ! Would to Cod I could iiw to reward you Jar such 
gttifantryS' Hut he died. Washington buried him in 
the road, and to save him from discovery and the scalp- 
ing knife, ordered Ihe waggons on their retreat to drive 
grave '. — O Cud I what is man .' Even a thing of 

Amidst all this fearful consternation and carnage, 
amidst all the uproar and horrors of a rout, rendered still 
more dreadful by the groans of the dying, the screams of 
ihe wounded, the piercing shrieks of the women, and the 
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jttlls of the furious assaulting savage*; W/ssikctow, 
calm and self-collected, rallied bis faithful riflemen, ted 
Ihem on to the charge, killed numbers of the ■ ■ 
Were rushing on with tomahawks, checked the:!' pl»r nit, 
and brought off the shattered remain", of the British army. 

With respect 10 our beloved Washington, wc cannot 
but mention here two very extraordinary speeches that 
were uttered abaut him at this time, and which, a* things 
have turned out, look a good deal like prophecies. A fa- 
mnus Indian warrior who assisted in the defeat of flu ad- 
jjock, was often heard to swear that Washington wu 
not born to Be killed 6> a lutlct, "for," continued he, •' / 
had \7 fair fires at him. with ijy rifle, and, a/ter all, I 
could not bring him to the ground," — And, indeed, whoever 
considers that a good rifle, levelled by a proper marks- 
man, hardly ever misses its aim, will readily enough 
conclude with this unlettered savage, that some . 
hand must have turned aside his bullets. 

The Rev. Mr. Davies, in a scrmou occasioned by 
Gen- BraddocKs's defeat, has these remarkable words— 
" 1 beg leave to point the attention of the public to that htrtOc 
youth. Col. Georgb Washington, whom t cannot but 
hope providence has preserved for some great service to th:t 
Country. 



ADVENTURES OF CAl'T. DANIEL BOON, 

Comprising an account of the WARS with tub 

INDIANS, on the OHIO, from irea to 1783. 
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signed my domestic happine 
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s, and left my family and 
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pMtceablc habitation on the Yadkin rircr In Xorth-Car* 
lina, [o wander through (he wilderness of America, in 
quest of the country of Kentucky, in company with 
Josh Finer, John Stuabt, Jostra Hold en, James 
JIumat and Willi Aa Cool. 

On the Jin June, after travelling in a western Jirec- 
lioni we found ourselves on Ked river, where John Ki»- 
ie» bad formerly been trading with the Indians, and 
from the top of an eminence saw with pleasure the 
beautiful !:Vel of Kentucky. For some time we had ex- 
peiienctd the most uncomfortable weather. We now 
encamped, mode a shelter to defend us from the inclem- 
ent season, and began to hunt and reconnoitre the couo* 
try. We found abundance of wild beasts in this vast 
forest. The baffaloes were more numerous than cattle 
en their settlements, browsing on leaves of the cane, or 
crossing the herbage on these extensive plains. We saw 
hundreds in a drove, and the numbers about the sait 
springs were amazing- — In ibfs fore*!, the habitation of 
beasts of every American kind, we hunted with great 
success until December. 

On the 22d December, Jons Stuart and 1 had a 
pleasing ramble j but fortune changed the day at the 
close of it. We had passed through a great fores!, in 
which stood myriads of trees, some gay with blossoms, 
others rich with fruits. Nature was here a series of 
Modstl and a fund of delight. Here -she displayed her 
ingenuity and industry in a variety of Bowers and fruits, 
beautifully colored, cleguttfy shaped, and charmingly Ha. 
vored ; and we were favored with numberless animals 
presenting themselves perpetually to our view. In the 
decline of the day, near Kcnujckp river, as we ascended 
the brow of u small hil', a number of Indians rushed 
nut of a thick ore brake and msde m prisoners. The 

meat «;c". 
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During this we discovered no uncatinei or d#. 
tire to escape, which made them less suspicious: but in 
(be dead of night, as we lay by a large fire in a thick 
cane brake, when sleep had locked up their senses, my 
situation not disposing me to rest, I gently awoke my 
companion.— We seized this favorable opportunity and 
departed, directing oar coarse toward our old camp, but 
found it plundered and our company destroyed or dis- 
perse f I. 

About this time, as my brother with another adventur- 
er who came U> explore the country shortly afier us, wa* 
wandering through the forest, they accidentally found 
cur camp. Notwithstanding our unfortunate circum- 
stances, and our dangerous situation, surrounded with 
hostile savages, our meeting fortunately in the wilder- 
ness, gave us the moat sensible -satisfaction. 

Soon after this, my companion in captivity, Jons Stp- 
«it, was killed by the savages, and the man who came 
with my brother (while on a private excursion) was soon 
after attacked and killed by the wolves. We were now 
in a dangerous and helpless situation, exposed daily to 
perils and death, among savages and wild beasts, not a 
white man in the country but ourselves. 

Although many hundred miles from our families in 
the bowling wilderness, we did not continue in a state of 
indolence, but hunted every day, and prepared a Tittle 
cottage to defend us bora the winter siorms. We met 
with uo disturbance duiing the winter. On the 1st uf 
May, 1770, my brother returned home for a new recruit 
of horses and ammunition, leaving me alone, without 
bread, salt, or sugar, or even a horse or a dog— I pas- 
ted a few days uncomfortably— the idea of a beloved wife 
and family, and their anxiety on my account, would have 
disposed mo to BUboafaslf if I bad further indulged the 
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undertook a lour through (he cou: 
(he diversity and beauties of nature I met with in this 
charming season) expelled every gloomy thought, Just 
it the close of the tUy, the gentle gales ceased ; a pro- 
found calm ensued; not a breath shook the tremulous 
leaf. I had gained the summit of a commanding ridge, 
and locking around with astonishing delight beheld the 
..ns anil beauteous tracts below. On one hand 
I surveyed the famous Ohio rolling in, silent dignity, and 
marking the western boundary of Kentucky with incon- 
ceivable grandeur. At a vast distance I beheld the 
mountains lift their venerable brows and penetrate the 
clouds. All tilings were still. I kindled a fire near a 
fountain of sweet water, and feasted on the line of a 
buck which I had killed a few hours before. The shades 
of night soon overspread the hemisphere, and the earth 
seemed to gasp after the hovering moisture. At a dis- 
tance 1 frequently heard the hideous yella of savages.— 
>ly excursion had fatigued my body and amused my 
mind. I laid me down to sleep, and awoke not until the 
sun had chased away the night. I continued this lour 
and in a few days explored a considerable part or the 
country, each day equally pleasing aa the first; after 
which I returned to my old camp, which had not been 
disturbed in my absence. I did not confine my lodging 
(o it, but often reposed in thick cane brakes to avoid the 
lavages, who I believe frequently visited my camp, but 
fortunately for me, in my absence No populous city 
with all its varieties of commerce and stately structures, 
could afford so much pleasure to my mind, S3 the beau- 
ties of nature 1 found in this country. 

Until the 2Tth Ju'y. I spent the time in on uninter- 
rupted scene of sylvan pleasures, when my brother, to 
my great felicity, met me, according to appointment at 
our old camp. Soon after we left the place and proceed- 
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country, and giving names lo the different rivers. 

In March, 1771,1 returned home to my family, being 

determined to bring them as soon as possible, at the rislc 

of my life and fortune, to reside in Kentucky which I e»> 

teemed a second Paradftc* 

On my return I found my family in happy circunu 

stances* I sold my farm on the Yadkin, and what goods? 

we could not carry with us, and on the 25th September, 
1773, we took leave of our friends and proceeded on our 

journey to Kentucky, in company with five more familes* 
and forty men that joined us in PowelPs Valley, which is 
V50 miles from the new settled parts of Kentucky ;— but 
this promising beginning was soon overcast wi|h a cloud 
of adversity. 

On the 10th October the rear of our company was at- 
tacked by a party of Indians ; who killed six, and wound- 
ed one man. Of these my oldest son was one that fell 
in the action. Though we repulsed the enemy, ye, t this 
unhappy affair scattered our cattle and brought us into 
extreme difficulty — we returned forty miles to the seU 
tiemen^ on Clench river* We had passed over two 
mountains, Power's and Walden's, and were approach- 
ing Cumberland mountain, when this adverse fortune 
overtook us. These mountains are in the wilderness, in 
passing from the old settlements in Virginia to Kentucky* 
are ranged in a southwest and northeast direction, are of 
great length and breadth, and not far distant from each 
other* Over them nature hath formed passes less diffi- 
cult than might be expected from the view of such huge 
piles. The aspect pf theses cliffs are so wild and horrid, 
that it is impossible to behold them without horror. 

Until the 6th June, 1774, I remained with my family 
on the Clinch, when I and another person were solicited 
by Governor Dunmorb, of Virginia, to conduct a num« 
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I surveyors to the rails of Ohio. Tim wis ■ totft 
of gno mile?, and look us sixty-two days. 

On my return, Gov. Dukmoib gave me the command 
of three garrisons during the campaign against the 
Shswancse. In March, 1775, at the solicitation of a 
number of gentlemen of North Carolina, I attended their 
treaty at Wataga, with the Cherokee Indians, to purchase 
the lands on the south side of Kentucky river. After this 
J undertook to mui k out a road in the best passage from 
the settlements through the wilderness to Kentucky. 

Having collected a number of enterprising men well 
armed, I soon began this work— we proceeded until we 
came within fifteen miles of where Boonsborough now 
stand?, where the Indians attacked us, and killed two 
and wounded two more of our party. This was on the 
32d March, I7?5 — two days after we were again attacked 
by them, when we bad two more killed and three wound- 
ed. After this we proceeded on to Kentucky river with- 
out luriber opposition. 

On the 1st April we begun to erect the fort oi Boons- 
borough, at a salt lick, sixty yards from the river on the 
south side. On the 4th the Indians killed one of our 
men. Cn the 1 4th June, having complcated the fort, 
J returned to my family on the Clinch, and whom I soon 
after removed to the fort— my wire and daughter were 
mppnsed to be the first white women that ever stood 
upon the banks of Kentucky river. 

On the 34th December the'lndians killed one or our 
men and wounded another ; and on the 15th Jcly, 3776, 
theytoukmy daughter prisoner— I immediately pursued 
them with eight men, and on the 16th overlook and en- 
gaged them, I killed two of them and recovered my 
daughter. 

The Indians having divided themselves into feveral 
panics, attacked on one day all our infant settlements 
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find firts, doing a great deal of damage— the husband* 
men were ambushed and unexpectedly attacked while 
toiling in the field. They continued this kind of war- 
fare until the 15th April 1777, when nearly lOOofthcm. 
attacked the village of Boonsborough, and killed a num- 
ber of its inhabitants. On the 19th Colonel Logan's 
fort was attacked by 200 Indians— there were only IS 
men in the fort, of whom the enemy killed two and 
wounded one. 

On the aoth August, Col. Bowman arrired with 100 
men from Virginia, with which additional force we had 
almost daily skirmishes with the Indians, who began 
now to learn the superiority of the "long knife," as ihey 
termed the Virginians ; being oot-generaled in almost 
every action. Our affairs began now to wear a better as- 
pect, the Indians no longer daring to face us in open 
field, but sought private opportunities to destroy its'. 

On the yih February, 1778, while on a hunting excur- 
sion, alone, I met a party of 102 Indians, and 2 French- 
men, marching to attack Boonsborough— they pursued 
and tnok me prisoner, and conveyed me to Old Cuctico* 
the, the principal Indian town on little Miami, where wc 
arrived on the 18th February, after an-tJncomfortable 
journey— On -the lOili March 1 was conducted to De- 
troit, and while (here was treated with great humanity by 
Governor Hamilton, the British commander at ibU 
port, and Intendant for Indian affairs. 

The Indians had such an affection for me, thai they 
refused 100/. sterling offered thera by the Governor, if 
they would consent W leave me with him, that he might 
be enabled to liberate mc on my parole. Sever Hi lingtisli 
gentlemen then at Detroit, sensible of my ail verse fortune, 
and touched with sympathy) generously offered to supply 
my wants, which I declined with many thank 
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that I never expected it would be in my power to recom* 
pcoce such unmerited generosity. 

On the lOih April the Indiana returned with me to 
Old Chelicothe, where we arrived on the 25th.— This 
was a long and fatiguing march, although through an 
exceeding fertile country, remarkable for springs and 
streams of water. At Chelicothe I spent my time as 
comfortable as I could expect ; was adopted, according 
to their custom, into a family, where I became a son, and 
had a great share in the affection of my new parents, 
brothers, sisters, and friends. I was exceedingly familiar 
and friendly with them, always appearing as cheerful 
and contented as possible, and they pot great confidence 
in me* I often went a hunting with them, and frequently 1 
gained their applause fo» my activity at our shooting 
matches. I was careful not to exceed many of them in . 
shooting, for no people are more envious than they in 
this sport. I could observe in their countenances and 
gestures the greatest expressions of joy when they ex* 
ceeded me, and when the reverse happened, of envy,— 
The Shawanese king took great notice of me, and treated 
me with profound respect and entire friendship, often 
entrusting me to hunt at my liberty. I frequently return* 
ed with the spoils of the woods, and as often presented 
some of what I had taken to him, expressive of duty ta 
my sovereign. My food and lodging was in common 
with them, not so good indeed as I could desire, but ne- 
cessity made every thing acceptable. 

I now began to meditate an escape, and carefully 
avoided giving suspicion. I continued at Chelicothe un- 
til the first day of June, when I was taken to the salt 
springs on Sciotha, and there employed ten days in the 
manufacturing of salt. During this time I hunted with 
my indian masters, and found the land for a great extent 
about this river to exceed the soil of Kentucky* 
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On my return to Chelicothe, 150 of the choicest In- 
dian warriors were ready to march against Boonsborougb ; 
they were painted and armed in a frightful manner. 
This alarmed me and I determined to escape. 

On the 16th of June, before sunrise, I went off secretly, 
and reached Boonsborougb on the 20th, a journey of 160 
miles, during which I had only one meal. I found our 
fortress in a bad state, but we immediately repaired our 
Banks, gates, posterns, and formed double bastions, which 
we completed in ten days. One of my fellow prisoners 
escaped after me, brought advice that on account of my 
flight, the Indians had put off their expedition for 3 weeks* 

About August 1st, I set out with 19 men to surprize 
Point Creek Town on Sciotha, within four miles of which 
we fell in with 40 Indians going against Boonsborough— • 
we attacked them and they soon gave way without any 
loss on our part-^the enemy had one killed and two 
wounded— we took three horses and all their baggage.-r 
The Indians having evacuated their town, and gone alto- 
gether against Boonsborough, we returned, passed them 
CD the 6th, and on the 7th arrived safe at Boonsborough* 

On the 8th, the Indian army, consisting of 444 men* 
under the command of Capt. Ducojsske, and eleven 
other Frenchmen and their own chiefs, arrived and sum- 
moned the fort to surrender. I requested twp days con- 
sideration, which was granted* During this we brought 
in through the posterns all the horses and other cattle we 
could collect. 

On the 9th f in the evening, I informed their command* 
er, that we were determined to defend the fort, while a 
man was living. They then proposed a treaty, and said 
if we sent out nine men to conclude it, they would with- 
draw. The treaty was. held within sixty yards of the 
fort, as we suspected the savages. The articles were 
»gused to and signed ; when the Indians told us it wa* 
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lt»ir custom for Iwo Indians to shake hands with ev«Cf 
while man in the treaty, as as evidence of friendship. 
We agreed to this also. They immediately grappled us 
to take us prisoners, but we cleared ourselves ut them) 
though surrounded by hundreds, and gained the fort safe, 
except one man, who was wounded by a heavy fire from 
the enemy. 

The savages began now to undermine the fort, begin* 
ningat the water mark of Kentucky river, which is 60 
yards from the fort ; thia we discovered by the water be- 
ing made muddy by the clay— we countermined them by 
cutting a trensh across their subterraneous passage. The 
enemy discovering this by the clay we threw out of the 
fort, delisted. On the 30th August they raised the seige 
during which we had two men killed and four wounded* 
We lost a number of cattle. The loss of the enemy was 
37 killed, and a much larger number wounded. We 
picked up 1 2 5 lbs. of their bulleti, besides what stuck ii\ 
the logs of the fort. 

In July, 1779, during my absence, Col. Bowman, with. 
1 60 men, went against the Shawanese or Old Chclicothe. 
He arrived undiscovered, a battle ensued, which lasted 
until ten in (he morning, when Col. Bowman retreated 
30 miles. The Indians collected all their strength and 
pursued him. when another engagement ensued for two 
hours, not to Col. Bowman's advantage. Col. Harhod 
proposed to mount a number of horses and break the en- 
emy's line, who at this time fought with remarkable fury. 
This de»perate measure had a happy effect, and the sav- 
ages tied on all sides. In these two engagements we 
had nine men killed and one wounded. Enemy's loss 
uncertain, only two scalps were taken. 

June 23d, 1780, 500 Indians and Canadians under Col. 
Bird, attacked Riddle's and Ma*tim's station, and the 
Forks of Licking river, with six pieces of artillery ; they 
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took all llie inhabitants captive, and killed one 

two women, loaded the others with the heavy baggage, 

and such as tailed in the journey were tomahawked. 

The hostile disposition of the savages, caused General 
Clark, the commandant at the falls of Ohio, to march 
with his regiment and the armed force of (he country 
against Peccaway, the principal town of the Shawane&c, 
on a branch of the great Miami, which he attacked with 
great success, took seventy scalps, and reduced tfi 
to ashes, with the loss of seventeen men- 

About this time I returned to Kentucky with my fami- 
ly ; for during my captivity, my wife, thinking mc kil- 
led by the Indiansi had transported my family ami goods 
on horses through the wilderness) amidst many dangers* 
to her father's house in North-Carolina. 

On the 6th of October, 1780, soon after my settling 
again at Boonsborougb, I went with my brother to the 
Blue Licks, and ou our return, he was shot by a party 
of Indiana, they followed me by scent of a dog, which I 
shot and escaped. The seventy of the winter caused 
great distress in Kentucky, the enemy during the sum- 
mer having destroyed most of the corn. The inhabit- 
ants lived chiefly on Buffaloe'* flesh. 

In spring, 17«2, the Indians harassed us. In May, 
they ravished, killed and scalped a *voi»ien and her tw» 
daughters near Asbton's station, and took a negro pris- 
oner. Capt. Ashton pursued them with 25 men, and 
in an engagement which lasted two hours, his piiriy Wera 
obliged to Mlrett, having 8 killed and 4 mortally wound- 
ed ; their brave commander fell in the action. 

August loth, two boys were carried off from Major 
Hov's station.— Capt. Molbkk pursued the enemy with 
17 men, who were also defeated, with the lois of 7 kil- 
led and S wounded. Our affair* hecanie more and more 
Til* savage* infested the country and do- 






(I,e whites as opportunity presented. In a field 
near Lexington, an Indian shot a man and running to 

l was himself shot irom the fort and Tell dead 
upon the ground. All the Indian nations were not* uni- 
ted tgaint «». 

August 1 5th t 500 Indians and Canadians came against 
Dai it's station, five miles from Lexington, they assault- 
ed the fart nod killed all the cattle round it ; but being 
repttlsed they retired the third day. having about 60 kit* 
ltd, their wounded uncertain. The garrison had four 
killed and nine wnpnded. 

Angus; 13th, Colonels Tcdd and Trigg, Major H*»- 
l*nd and myself, speedily collected one hundred and 
•cvcn;y-six men, well armed, and pursued the savages. 
They had matched beyond the Blue Licks, to a remark- 
able keudof the main fork of Licking River, about 45 

DO. Lexington, where we overtook them on the 
19t!i. The savages observing us, gave way, and we ig- 
their numbers, passed the river. When thef 
saw our proceedings (having greatly the advantage in 
they formed their line ol battle from one end 
of The liking to the other, about a mile from the Blue 
Licks. The engagement was close and warm for about 
fif ten minutes, when we, being overpowered by num- 
bers, were obliged in retreat, with the loss of 6T men, 
7 ol whom were taken prisoners. The brave and much 

i Colonels Todd and Tatco, Major Harlanb, 
and iny second son, were among the dead. We were 
afterwards informed, that the Indians, on numbering 

&, finding that they had four more killed than 
we, h»t of our people they had taken ware given up to 
their young warriors, to be put to death after their bar- 
barous manner. 

On nut retreat we were met by Col. Logan, who was 
hastening W joiout, with a number of well aimed men, 
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*th\& powerful assistance we wanted on the day of battle; 
The enemy said one more fire from us would have made 
them give way. 

I cannot reflect upon this dreadful scene, without great 
sorrow. A zeal for the defence of their country led these 
heroes to the scene of action, though with a few men. to 
attack a powerful army of experienced warriors. When 
we gave way, they pursued us with the utmost eagerness, 
and in every quarter spread destruction. The river was 
difficult to cross, and many were killed in the flight, some 
just entering the river, some in the water, others after , 
crossing in ascending the cliffs. Some escaped on horse- 
back, a few on foot ; and being dispersed every where* 
In a few hours, brought the melancholy news of this on* 
fortunate battle to Lexington. Many widows were now 
made. The reader may guess what sorrow filled the 
hearts of the inhabitants, exceeding any thing that I ask 
able to describe. Being reinforced, we retnrned to bury 
the dead, and found their bodies strewed every where, 
cut and mangled in a dreadful manner. This mournful 
scene exhibited a horror almost un parallelled; some torn 
and eaten by wild beasts ; those in the river eaten by 
fishes ; all in such a putrid condition, that no one could 
be distinguished from another. 

When General Clark, at the falls of Ohio, heard of 
our disaster, he ordered an expedition to pursue the sav- 
ages, we overtook them within two miles of their towns, 
and we should have obtained a great victory, had not 
some of them met us when about two hundred poles 
from their camp. The savages fled in the utmost disor- 
der, and evacuated all their towns. We burned to ashes 
Old Chelicothe, Peccaway, New Cbelicothe, and Wills- 
Town ; entirely destroyed their corn and other fruits ; 
and spread desolution through their country. We took 
seven prisoners and fifteen scalps, and Lost only jout 



in en, two of whom wer.c accidentally killed by ourselves* 
This campaign damped the enemy, yet they made secret 
incursions. . 

In October a party attacked Crab Orchard, and one of 
them being a good way before the others, boldly entered 
a house, in which were only a Woman and her children, 
and a negro man. The savage used no violence, but at* 
tempted to carry off the negro, who happily proved tdo 
strong for him, and threw him on the ground, and in tfre 
struggle the woman cut off his head With an aste— whilst 
her little daughter shut the door. The savages instantly 
came up and applied their tomahawks to the door, whett 
the mother putting an old rusty gun barrel through the 
crevices, the savages immediately went off; 

Trom that time till the happy return of peace between 
the United States and Great-Britain, the Indians did us 
no mischief* Soon after this the* Indians desired peace. 

Two darling sons and a brother I have lost by savage 
hands, which have also taken from me 40 valuable horses, 
and abundance of cattle. Many dark and sleepless 
nights have I Spent, separated from the cheerful society 
of men, scorched by the summer's sun, and pinched by 
the winter's cold, an instrument ordained to settle ttyc 
wilderness* 

DANIEL BOON. 

layette County, Kentucky* 

■*«M*JNH*^^^m^0 ^^^9 w^* ^*^^r ^"^S^»^"^™^^ 

chap. viii. 

EXPEDITION *nd DEFEAT or Gen. HARMER, 

by the Indians, ik 1790. 

ALTHOUGH a peace was happily effected be> 
tween the two contending parties, Great-Britain and A* 






trverica, in 1782, yet the Savages, Who had been pert 
rsuaded to lake a part with the former were unuilling to 
bury the bloody hatchet — they had not sufficiently bath- 
ed (hat destructive weapon in the blood of Ihe Ameri- 
cans—without any pretext whatever, they continued to 
exercise toward them 'he most wanton acts of barbarity ; 
It appeared from respectable evidence, that from the* 
year 1783, until the month of October 1790, the time 
the United States commenced offensive operations a- 
gainst the said Indians, that, on the Ohio, and the fron- 
tiers on the south side thereof, they killed, wounded and 
took prisoners, about one thousand five hundred men, 
women and children, besides carrying oFf upwards of two 
thousand horses, and other property to the amount of 
fifty thousand dollars. 

The particuiars of many of the instances of barbarity 
fcxercised opon the prisoner?, of different ages, and sexes f 
although supported by indisputable evidence, are of too 
shocking a nature to be presented to the i ublic— it is 
sufficient here to observe that the scalping knife and toma- 
hawk, were the mildest instruments of death. That in 
some cases torture by fire) and other execrable means 
Were used. 

But the outrages which were committed Upon the 
frontier inhabitants, were not the only injuries that were 
sustained ; repeated attacks upon detachments of the 
trnops of -he United States, were at different limes made. 
The following from its peculiar enormity deserves reci- 
tal.— In April 1790, Maj. Dough t* (in service of the 
United States) wus ordered to the friendly Chicasaws oft 
public business. He performed this riutr m a boat, hav- 
ing with him a parly oi fifteen men. While ascending 
the Tcnncsse river, he was met by a party of forty In- 
dians, in four canoes, consisting principally of Shawa* 
Ocbc and out cast Cherokees.— They approached under 
R 






a white flag, the well known emblem or peace. They 

came un boatd ihe Major'* boat, received liis prcsenta, 
continued with him neui ly an hour, and then departed in 
the moil friendly manner. — Cut, tboy had scarcely clear- 
ed bis oars before they {wared in* fire upon his crcw t 
which wa.'i returned a* soon as ciicumstaneca would per- 
■ most unequal combat was sustained for several 
hours, when they abandoned their design, hut not until 
they had killed mid wounded eleven out of fifteen of the 
boat's crew. 

All overture! of peace Failing, and the depredation* 
atlll continuing, an attempt at coeuion became indispen- 
sable ; accordingly, tin the 30th September, 1790, the 
President, by and with the consent and advice of the 
Congress of the United States, despatched Gen. Harmeb. 
with 330 Federal troops and 1 1 53 militia, under his com* 
mand, to attack and destroy their principal villages. 

Tim troops after seventeen days march from Miami, 
reached Ihe great Miami village, without any other mo- 
lestation than that of having a number of their pack 
horses stolen. On their arrival they found the village 
deserted, and all the valuable buildings in [lames, ut on 
fire by the Indians. After a short tarry, they proceeded 
to the neighboring villages, without molestation, and 
destroyed five of them, and a large quantity of corn, 
computed at fifteen thousand bushels, which they found 
buried in different places ; and very large tjaanitiies of 
vegitables of every kind. 

The first opposition that was met with a party of about 
150 Kentucky militia, and 30 regular troops, all under 
the command of Col. Handing, of Kentucky, were de- 
tached from the main body lying in Ihe great Miami vil- 
lage, to pursue the trail of a party of Indians, which bad 
Ihe day before been discovered. After a pursuit of about 
six miles, they came up witli, and were attacked on sut- 



131 

price by a body of Indians who were concealed in the 
thickets on every side of a large plain ; and on the first 
onset the militia without exchanging a single shot, made 
a most precipitate retreat and left the regular troops to 
stand the whole charge of the Indians ; the conflict was 
short and bloody, the troops were soon overpowered by 
numbers, and all fell except two officers, and two or three 
privates, after defending themselves at their bayonet 
points, with the greatest possible obstinacy. Ensign 
Hartshorn was one of the officers who providentially 
escaped, and his escape appeared to depend more on a 
lucky circumstance of faltering over a log in his retreat* 
and by that means screening himself from the eye of his 
pursuer*, than from any other circumstance. Captain 
Armstrong, who commanded the party, likewise made 
his escape, by plunging himself into a pound or sujinp 
up to his neck, within two hundred yards of the field of 
actions where he remained the whole night a spectator to 
the horrid scene of the war dance performed over the 
dead and wounded bodies of the poor soldiers that . had 
fallen the preceding day ; where their shrieks, mixed 
with the horrid yells of the savages, rendered his situation 
shocking. 

After this, some few skirmishes succeeded, but noth- 
ing material, until the second capital action, which hap- 
pened two days after the army left the Miami village-— 
at ten miles distance from the town, the General order- 
ed a halt, and detached from four to five hundred mili- 
tia, and about sixty regular soldiers, under the command 
of Major Wyllys and Colonel Harding, who were or- 
dered to march back to the town. On their first entrance 
there appeared a small body of Indians, who immediate- 
ly fled at the first onset, and by that means decoyed the 
whole body of the militia, by making their flight in dif- 
ferent directions, and encouraging the militia to pursue ; 
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fcy ibis stratagem ihe few regular troops were left slone, 
and the Indians had effected (heir design, Tor the moment 
they found the small handful of regular troops detached 
from the main body of ihe militia, they commenced the 
attack with their whole force, excepting the flying par- 
lies that had divided the militia ; and although they 
soon found some part of the militia returning on their 
backs, pursued ihcir object of routing and destroying the 
troops, as the only sure plan of success ; which after a 
most bloody conflict on each side, they effected. 

Nothing could exceed the intrepidity of Ihe savages on 
this occasion ; the ruiliiia they appeared to despise, and 
with all the undauntedness conceivable, threw down their 
guns, and rushed upon the bayonets of the regular sol- 
diers ; a number of them fell, but being so far superior 
in numbers, the regulars were soon overpowered, for 
while the poor solder had his bayonet in one Indian, two 
more would sink their tomahawks in his head- The de- 
feat of ihe troop* was complete, the dead and wounded 
Were left on the field of action, in possession of the savages* 

The following Is a copy of the official return of the 
killed and wounded in the expedition : — 
Killed of the federal Trooptt 

1 Major, 1 Lieutenant, 73 rank and tile— total 75 — 
Wounded — 3 rank and file. 

Killed of the Militia. 

1 Major, 3 Captains, 3 Lieutenants, 4 Ensigns, 98 

rank and file — total 108 Wounded— 2 Lieutenants, 

J Ensign, 35 rank and file— total — 28. 

The regular troops all to nine, including two commis- 
sioned officers, were killed— among the slain was Major 
Wtllvs, and a number of brave and valuable soldiers. 
The Indians, it appeared, from some cause, did not think 
it prudent lo pursue their :uccesses from the field of a 



i, as most of Ihe troops ihat were not killed or bidlf 
wounded) made their escape, which, they could not have 
effected had the enemy pursued with their usual Tory. 



EXPEDITIONS OF GENERAL'S SCOTT AND 

WILKINSON, 

lit M*r and August, 1751. 

Csm. SCOTT to the SECRETARY of WAR. 

*' S I JT, 

" IN prosecution of the enterprise, I marched 
(with 850 troops under my command) lour miles from 
Ihe banks of the Ohio on the 23d May, and on the 34tb 
J resumed my march, and pushed forward with the ut- 
most industry, directing my mute to OuiaUannan, in the 
best manner my guides ami information enabled me, 
though I found myself greatly deficient in both. 

" By the 3 1st, I had marched one hundred and tliirty- 
five miles, over a country cut by Tour large branches of 
White River, and many smaller streams with steep mud- 
dy banks : During this march, I traversed a country si. 
ternatety interspersed with the most luxurious soil, and 
deep clayey bogs from one to five miles wide, rendered 
almost impervious by brush and briars. Rain fell in tor- 
tents every day, with frequent blasts of wind and thunder 
storms. These obstacles impeded my progress, wore 
down my horses, and destroyed my provisions. 

" On the morning of the 1st instant as the army enter- 
ed an extensive praire, I perceived an Indian on horse- 
tyck a fen miles to the right i I immediately made s dc 
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tocfcment to intercept him, but he escaped* Finding 
myself discovered, I determined to advance with all the 
rapidity my circumstances would permit, rather with the 
hope than the expectation of reaching the object sought 
that day ; for my guides were strangers to the country 
which I occupied* At 1 o'clock, having marched by 
computation one hundred and fifty five miles from the 
Ohio, as I penetrated a grove which bordered on an ex- 
tensive praire, I discovered two small villages to my left, 
at two and four miles distance. 

" My guides now recognised the ground and informed 
me that the main town was four or five miles in front* 
behind a point of wood which jutted into the praire. I 
immediately detached Col. John Hardin, with 60 moun- 
ted infantry, and a troop of light horse under Captain 
M'Cov, to attack the villages to the left, and moved on 
briskly with my main body in order of battle toward the 
town, the smoke of which was discernable* My guides 
-were deceived with respect to the situation of the town { 
tor instead of standing at the edge of the plain through 
which I marched, I found in the low ground bordering 
on the Wabash, on turning the point of woods, one house 
presented in my front. Capt. Price was ordered to as* 
sault that with forty men. He executed the command 
with great gallantry, and killed two warriors* 

" When I gained the summit of the eminence which 
overlooks the villages on the banks of the Wabash, I dis- 
covered the enemy in great confusion, endeavoring to 
make their escape over the river in canoes. I instantly 
ordered Lieutenant Colonel Commandant Wilkinson to 
rush forward with the first battalion ; the order was exe- 
cuted with promptitude, and this detachment gained the 
bank of the river just as the rear of the enemy had em- 
barked : And regardless of a brisk fire kept up from a 
Kickapoo town on the opposite bank, they in a few m : ^r 



tftcs, by a well directed fire from their rifles, destroyed al¥ 
the savages with which five canoes were crowded. ' 

" The enemy still kept possession of the Kickapoo 
town. I determined to dislodge them, and for ihe pur* 
pose ordered captain's King's and Logsdon's companies 
to march down the river below the town and cross under 
the conduct of Major Bar bee . Several of the men 
swam the river, and others passed in a small canoe.— 
This movement was unobserved, and my men had taken 
post on the bank before they were discovered by the ene- 
my who immediately abandoned the village. About this 
time word was brought me that Col, Harbin was incum- 
bered with prisoners, and had discovered a stronger vil- 
lage further to my left, than those I had observed, which, 
he was proceeding to attack* I immediately detached 
Capt. Brown with his company to support the Colonel ? 
but the distance being six miles, before the captain ar- 
rived the business was done, and Col. Harbin joined me 
Rule before sunset, having killed six warriors and taken 
fifty-two prisoners. Captain Bull, the warrior who dis- 
covered me in the morning had gained the main town 
and given the alarm a short time before me ; but the vil- 
lages to the left were uninformed of my approach and 
had no retreat* The next morning I determined to de •• 
fach my Lieut. Col. Commandant with five hundred men, 
to destroy the important town of Kethlipecanunk, at the 
mouth of the Eel river, eighteen miles from my camp, 
and on the west side of Wabash* But on examination I 
discovered my men and horses to be crippled and worn 
down by a long laborious march, and the active exertions 
of the preceding day ; that three hundred and sixty men 
only could be found in capacity y & undertake the enter- 
prise and they prepared to march on foot. 

" Col. Wilkinson marched with this detachment at 
half after five in the evening, and returned to my camp 
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t day at one o'clock, having marched thirty-sbf 
miles in twelve hours, and destroyed the most important 
*tttlcmcntso( the enemy in thai quarter of the federal 
territory. 

" The following is Co!. Wilkinson's report respect- 
ing ihc enterpmei— 

" Sik— The detachment under my command, destined 

10 attack the village Kethlipecanunk, was put in motion 
at hair after five o'clock last evening. Knowing that an 
enemy whose chitf dependence is in his dexterity a* a 
marksman, and alertness in covering himself behind 
irees, stumps, and .other impediments to fair sight, 
would not hazard an action in the night, 1 determined to 
push my march until I approached the vicinity of the 
villages where I knew the country to be champaign— 
J gained my point without a halt, twenty minute* before 

1 1 o'clock j lay upon my arms until 4 o'clock, and half 
an hour after assaulted the town at all quarters. The 
enemy was vigdent, gave way on my approach, and at 
canoes crosaed Eel creek, which washed the northeast 
part of the town—The creek was not iordable. My 
corps dashed forward with the impetuosity becoming 
volunteers, and were saluted by the enemy with a brisk 
Ere from the opposite side of the creek. Dauntless they 
rushed on (o the water's edge, and finding the river im- 
passible, leiurned a volley, which so galled and discon- 
certed their antagonists, that they threw away their tire 
without effect. In Eve minutes the Indians were driven 
from their covering, and fled with precipitation. I have 
three men slightly wounded. At half past five the town 
was in flames, and at six o'clock I commenced my re* 

treat. 

"T am Sir, yours, fee. 

" JAMES WILKINSON. 

il BrigatlUr-GtncTal Starr." 
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" Many of the inhabitants of Klihlipecanunfc wer* 

French, and lived in a state of civilization ; — misunder- 
standing the object of a white flag, which appeared on 
an eminence opposite to me in the afternoon of the first, 
1 liberated an aged squaw, and sent with her a messag* 
to the savages, that if they would come in and suriender, 
their towns should be spared, and they should receive* 
Rood treatment. [It was afterwards found that litis white 
flag was not intended as a signal of parley, but was placed 
there to mark the spot where a person of distinction 
among the Indians, who had died some time before, was 
interred.] On the 4lh, I determined to descharge 16 of 
the weakest and most infirm of my prisoners with a talk 
to the Wabash tribes, a copy of which fallows. My mo- 
tives to this measure were, to rid the army of a heavy in- 
cumbrance, to gratify the impulses of humanity, to in- 
crease i he panick my operations had produced, and by 
distracting the council of the enemy, to favor the views 
u I" government. 

" On the same day, after having burned the town* 
and adjacent villages, and destroyed the growing com 
and pulse, I began my march far the rapids of Ohio, 
where I arrived the 14th, without the loss of a si, .pie 
nun by the enemy, and five only Grounded, having killed 
thirty-two, chiefly warriors ol sue and figure, and taken 
fifty-eight prisoners." 

To the various tribes of the Peanlashnvis, and all the nmiovi 
of Red People, Ihmg on the waters of the Wabash Rtvtr. 
"THE Sovereign Council of the Thirteen United 
States, have long patiently borne your dep led*: ions a- 
gainst their settlements on this side of the great moun- 
tains, in hope that you would A| your error, and cor. 
reel it, by entering into bonds oUnity and lasting peace. 
Moved by compassion, and pitying your misguided conn- 
Is, they have not unfrcquenlly addresaed you on tbiliofe* 
8 
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ject, but without effect: Ai length their patience is tt- 
hsuMctf, and they have stretched forth the arm of power 
against you* 'their mighty sour and chief warriors have 
at length taken up the hatchet, they have penetrated far 
into four country, to meet your warriors, and punish them 
for their tra regressions. But you lied before them and 
decline the buttle, leaving your wives and children to their 
mercy. They have destroyed your old town, Ouiattanu, 
and the neighboring villages, and have taken muiiy pri- 
soners. Resting here two days, to give you time to col- 
lect your strength, they have proceeded to your town or 
Kethlipecanunk ; but you again fled before them; and 
that great town has been destroyed. After giving you 
this evidence of their power, they have stopped their 
hands, because they are as merciful as strong, and tbcf 
•gain indulge the hope, that you will come to a sense of 
your trtu interest, and detcimine to make a lasting peace 
with ihirm and all their children forever. The United 
States have no desire to destroy the red people, u(| 
though they have the power to do it ; but should you de- 
cline this invitation, and pursue your unprovoked bostili- 
lies, their strength will again be exerted agaiaw yoUj your 
warriors will be slaughtered, jour wives and children 
.in captivity, and you mar be assured, that those 
who e^enpe the fury of our mighty chiefs, shall find no 
resting place on this aide the Great Lakes. The war- 
riors of the United States wish not to distress or destroy 
women and children, or old men, and although policy ob- 
liges ihcrn to retain some in captivity, yet compassion 
and humanity have induced them to set others at liberty, 
who will deliver you this talk. Those who are carried 
off will be left in the c^fthf f our great chief and warrior 
Ccn. St. Claii, nem^Vraoulh of the Miami and op- 
posite to the Licking River, where they will be treated 
with humanity and tenderness ; if you wish to recover 
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them, repair to that place by the first day of July next : 
determine with trrie hearts to bury the hatchet and smoks 
the pipe of peace, they will then be restored to you, and 
•you may again set down in security at your old towns, 
and live in peace tuid happiness, unmolested J>y the pec* 
pie of the United States, who will become your friends 
and protectors, and will be ready to furnish you with all 
the necessaries you may require. But should you fool- 
jshly persist in your warfare, the sons of war will be let 
loose against you, and the hatchet will never be buried 
until your country is desolated, and your people humbled 
to the dust/ 9 

(Signed) CHARLES SCOTT, Brl s . Gent 

imp mn ir mn • • 
GENERAL WILKINSON'S EXPEDITION. 



v. 



GENERAL WILKINSON to GOVERNOR ST. CLAIR. 

« s / *, 

HAVING carried into complete effect the enter- 
prize which you were pleased to direct against L'An- 
guille, and having done the savages every other damage 
on the Wabash, to which I conceived my force adequate, 
I embrace the first moment's recess from active duty to 
detail to your Excellency the operations of the expedu 
tion intrusted to my conduct. 

I left the neighborhood of Fort- Washington on the 
first inst. at one o'clock, and agreeable to my original 
plan, feinted boldly at the Miami villages, by the moat 
direct course the nature o^te ground, over which I 
bad to march, would permit^^Apsevered in this plan 
until the morning of the 4th H^T and thereby avoided 
the hunting ground of the enemy, and the paths which 
led direct from White River to the Wabash, levying the 
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bead waters of the Brat to my left ; I then being about 
seventy miles advanced of Fort Washington! turned 
north-west. I made no discovery until the 5th, about 9 
o'clock, A. M. when I crossed .three much frequented 
paths within two miles of each other, and all bearing 
east of north ; my guides were urgent for*cne to follow 
these paths, which betrayed their ignorance of the coun- 
try, and convinced me I had to depend on my own judg- 
ement only. In the afternoon of that day, I was obliged 
to cross a deep bog, which injured several of my horses 
exceedingly, and a few miles beyond I struck a path 
bearinj|Fnorth by west, marked by the recent footsteps of 
five' or six savages. My guides renewed their applica- 
tion to me to followthis path, but I pursued my own, 
course. I had not got clear of my encampment, next 
morning, before ray advance reported an impassible bog, 
in my froqt, extending several miles on either hand, and 
the guides asserted that the w^ole country to the Wa- 
bash was cut by such bogs, and that it would be impos- 
sible for me to proceed unless I followed the Indian paths, 
which avoided these bogs, or led through them at places 
where they were least difficult. Although I paid little 
regard to this information, as delay was dangerous, and 
every thing depended on the preservation of my horses, 
I determined to return to the right, and fell into the path 
I had passed the evening before, which varied in its 
course from N. by W. to N. E. The country had now 
become pondy, in every direction, I therefore resolved 
to pursue this path until noon, in the hope that it would 
conduct me to better ground, or to some devious trace 
Which might lead to th^^ject sought. 

At 7 o'clock I cross^^Beast branch of Calumut riv- 
er, about 40 yards widn^^id about noon my advance 
guard fired on a.small party of warriors and took a pris« 
ener, the rest run off to the eastward. I halted about * 
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mile beyond the spot where this affair happened, and on 
examining the prisoner found him to be a Delaware, liv- 
ing near the scite of the late Miami village, which be 
informed was about thirty miles distant ; 1 immediately 
reirogaded four miles, and filed off by the right over 
some rising ground, which I had oh served between the 
east branch of the Calmut river and a creek fuur or five 
miles advance of it, taking my course N. 60 W. This 
measure fortunately extricated me from the bogs and 
ponds, and soon placed me on a firm ground j late in the 
afternoon I crossed one path running from N. (a S. and 
shortly al'ier fell in with another varying from N. W. to 
N. 1 pursued this about two milts, when 1 encamped— 
but Ending it still inclining northward, 1 determined to 
abandon it in the morning* 1 resumed my march on 
the ettl at 4 o'clock, the Calumut being to the westward 
of me I was fearful I should strike the Wabash loo high 
up, and perhaps tall in with the small town, which you 
, mentioned to me at the mouth of the former liver. I 
therefore steered a due west course, and at 6 o'clock A. 
M. crossed a toad much used both by horse and foul, 
bearing due north. I now knew that 1 was near a Shsw- 
anese village, generally supposed to be on the waters of 
White river, but actually on the waters of the Calmur, 
and was sensible that every thing depended on the ce- 
lerity and silence of my movements, us my teal object 
had become manifest, I therefore pushed my murch vig- 
orously, leaving an officer and 20 men in ambush La 
watch the road, in order to intercept or bear r-ff any par- 
ty of the enemy which might casually be passing thai 
way, and thereby prevent as loo^as possible the discov- 
ery of my real intentions, fl 

At S o'clock I crossed Ca^Hr river, now 80 yard's 

wide, and tunning down N. N7W; I was now sensible 

reckoning compared with my own observations, 



tng thelaie expedition under Gen* Scott, 
information received from your Excellency and others, 
thai I could not be very far from L'Anguillc. The par- 
ty left at the road, soon Tell in with four warriors en- 
camped half a mile from the right of my line of march, 
killed one and drove off Ihe others to the northward. 
My situation had now become extremely critical, the 
whole country to the north being in alarm, which made 
me greatly anxious to continue my march during the 
night, but I had no path to direct me, and it was impos- 
sible lor me to. keep my course, or for horsemen to march 
through a thftk swampy country in Utter darkness, t 
quitted my camp on the 7th) as soon as I could see nay 
i path at three miles distance, bearing 
niles fell into another very much 
'. by N. which I at once adopted, at 
if my object, and pushed forward with 
:h. I halted at 12 o'clock to refresh 
: the men's arms and atorauni- 
tton ; marched again at half after one, and at IS min- ' 
Etea before five I struck the Wabash, at one and an 
half leagues above the mouth of Eel river, being the 
. •Jteyrjpot fuf which I had aimed from (he commence* 
'•Tnflwvof my march. I crossed the river and following 
at N. by E. course, at the distance of two and 
an hull miles, my reconnoitreing party announced Eel 
ilver in front, and the town on the opposite bank. I 
ted, ran forward, and examined the situation of 
the town as far as was practicable without exposing my- 
self, hut the whole face of the country from the Wabash 
to the margin of Eel ri ver, being a continued thicket of 
brambles, black jack^^keds and shurbs, of varioui 
kinds, it was impotsitnHK me to get a satisfactory v: 
without endangering a discovery. I immediately <k; 
lit two tympanies near the bank of thi 
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in the town, ind above Ihe ground I then ocro- 
picd lo make a detour with Major Caldwell, «»<! the 
second battalion, until I fell into the Miami User, and 
by that rout to cioss the river above, and gain the real 1 
of the town, and to leave directions with Maj. M'Dowku., 
lf h u commanded the first battalion, to lie perdue until I 
commenced the attack, then to dash through the river 
with his corps and the advanced guard, and assault the 
houses in front and upon the left* 

Jo the moment I was about to put this arrangement in- 
to execution, word was brought me that the enemy had 
taken the alarm and were fljing.— I instantly ordered a 
general charge, which was obeyed with alacrity, the men 
forcing their way over every obstacle, plunged through. 
the river with vast intrepidity. — The enemy was unable 
to make the smallest resistance'.— Six warriors and (la 
the hurry and confusion of the charge) two squaws and 
■ child were killed — thirty-four prisoners were taken, and 
an unfortunate captive released — with the loss of two 
men killed, and one wounded. I found this town scatter- 
ed along Eel river for full three miles, on an uneven 
shrubby oak barren, intersected alternately by bogs al- 
most impassable, and impervious thickets or plumb 
hazle, — Notwithstanding these difficulties, if I may credit 
ihe report of the prisoners, very few who were in 
escaped ; expecting a second expedition, their goods 
generally packed up or. buried.— Sixty warriors badci 
sed the Wabash to watch the paths leading from 
Ohio; the head chief with all the prisoners and a num- 
ber ol'familics were out, digging a root, which they sub* 
Blitute in the place of ihe potaloe, and about one hour 
before my arrival, all (he wAakrs, except eight, had 
mounted their horses and rodWP the river to a French 
a purchase ammunition.— 'Ibis ammunition bad 
#rrivcd from the Miami village that very day, ana the 
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t^iuw* informed me wis stored about two miles from 
■own* I detached Major Caldwell in quest of it, but 
he t-iled to make any discovery, although he scoured the 
country for seven or eight miles op the river. — t encamp- 
ed in the town that night, and the next morning 1 cut up 
the corn scarcely in the milk, burnt the cabins, mounted 
my young warriors, squaws and children in the best man- 
ner in my power, and leaving two infirm squaws and a 
child with a short talk (which will be found annexed) I 
commenced my march for the Kickapoo town in the 
prat re. — I felt my prisoners a vast incumbrance, but I 
was not in force to justify a detachment, having barely 
513 rank and Hie, and being then in the bosom of the 
Ouiatlanou country, one hundred and eighty miles re- 
moved from succour, and not more than one and a half 
days forced march from the Pattawamees, Shawancse 
and Dclawares. 

Ni'i being able to discover any path in the direct course 
10 the Kickopoo town, I marched by (he road leading la 
■j Ipncctnoe, in the hope of finding some diverging trace 
which might favor my design. — I encamped that even- 
ing about six mites from Kenapaeomcrjue, the Indian 
name for the town I had destroyed, and inarched next 
morning at f >ur o'clock. — My course continued west till 
about nine o'clock, when I turned to the northwest on a 
srnaii hunting path, and at a short distance I launched 
intotne boundless praries of the west, with the inten- 
tion to pursue that course, until I should strike a road 
wtu.'.i leads from the Pattawamees of Lake Michigan, 
immediately to Hie town I sought. With this view I 
pushed forward, through hog after bog, to the saddle 
•kirts in mud and wa'tjAnd after persevering for eight 
hours, I found wystir^nVrbiied on all sides with mo- 
rasses which ftubnde my advancing, and at the sam« 
iljjnc tendered it difficult fcr me to extricate my little a*- I 
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The way by which we haa* entered was so much* 
heat and softened by the horses, that it was almost im- 
possible to return by that route, and my guides pronoun- 
ced Hie morass in front impassable. — A chain of thin 
groves extending in the direction to the Wabash, at this 
time presented to my left, it was necessary 1 should gain 
these groves, and for this purpose I dismounted, went 
forward, and leading my horse through a bog to the arm- 
pits in mud and water, with difficulty and fatigue I ac- 
complished my object, and changed my course to S: by 
W- I regained the Tippecanoe road at 5 o'clock, and 
encamped on it at 7 o'clock, after a march of thirty miles, 
which broke down several of my horses. 

I am the more minute in detailing the occurrences of 
this day because they produced the moat unfavorable 
effect. I was in motion at four next morning, and at 
eight o'clock my advanced guard made some discoveries, 
which induced me to believe we were near an Indian vil- 
lage. I immediately pushed that body forward in a trot, 
and followed with Major Caldwell, and the 2nd bat- 
talion, leaving Major M'Dowkll to take charge of the 
prisoners. I reached Tippecanoe at 13 o'clock, which, 
had been occupied by the enemy, who watched my mo- 
lions and abandoned the place that morning. After the 
destruction of this town in June last, the enemy had re- 
turned and cultivated their corn and pulse, which I (byncl 
in high perfection and in much greater quantity thor, at 
L'Anguille. To refresh my horses and give time to cut 
down the corn, I determined to halt until the next morn- 
ing, and then resume my march to the Kickaport [own 
in the praire, by the road which leads from Ouiattan- 
on to that place. In the cour^sf of the day I had dis- 
covered some murmuring* and disr.on'ent among ttfo 
men, which I found on enquiry to proceed from their 
reluctance to advance into the enemy's country ; this 






d me lo oil Tor a stale or (he horses and 
fcions, when to my great mortification 270 horses were 
returned lame and tir«l, irith bare)]' five day's provision 
ivr Hie men. 

Ur.dcr these circumstances I was compelled lo abas* 
don my designs upon the Kiekapoos of the prairie, and 
with a degree of anguish not to be comprehended but 
by li.oie who have experienced similar disappointments ; 
I marched forward to a town of the same nation, situate 
about three leagues west of Ouhtanc.n— as I advanced 
lo the town, the enemy made some shew of fighting 
me, but vanished at my approach- I destroyed this 
town, consisting of thirty houses, with a considerable 
quantity of corn in the milk, and the surat day I mo v. 
cdon to Ouiattanon, where J forded the Wabash, and 
proceeded to the site of the villages on the margin or 
the prairie where I encamped at seven o'clock. At thil 
town and the village destroyed by Gen. Scott in June, 
«t fonnil the corn had been re-planted, and whs now in 
Jiigli cultivation, several fields being well ploughed, all 
which we destroyed. On the 12th, I resumed my march, 
and ftHing into Cen. Scott's return iraee, I arrived 
. iBttrfll accident ot the rapids of the Ohio, on 
tit. after a march, by accurate computation, of 
451 miles from Fort Washington. 

The services which I bave been able to render fall 
abort of tny wishes, my intention and expectation— but» 
Sir, when you reflect on the causes which checked my 
career, and blasted my designs, I flatter myself you will 
t'elieve every thing lias bc<n done which could be done in 
rny circumstances ; I have destroyed the chief town of. 
(he Ouiatunon nation, and made prisoners the sons and 
tisier* of the king ; I have burnt a respectable Kickapoc* 
village, and cut down at least 430 acres of corn, chiefly 
i» the milk. The Ouiattanona left without horses.ho.ie 



0t provision, must cease to war, and will find active 
jcraploy to subsist their squaws and children during the 
impending winter. 

Should these services secure to the country which I 
immediately represented, and the corps which I had the 
honor to command, the favorable consideration of govern- 
ment, I shall infer the approbation of my, own conduct, 
which, added to a consciousness of having done my duty, 
will constitute the richest reward I can enjoy. 

With the most perfect respect, I have the honor to be 
your Excellency's obedient and most humble servant. 

JAMES WILKINSON; 

.Gov. St. CLjLty} -; 



4 Talk from, Coh Wilkinson, to the Indian Native* living 

en the river Wabash* 

" THE arms of the United States are again ex* 
£rted against you, and again your towns are m flames, 
pnd your wives and children made captives— again you 
are cautioned to listen to the voice of reason, to sue for 
peace, and submit to the protection of the United States, 
who are willing to become your friends and fathers ; but, 
£t the same time, are determined to punish you for every 
injury you may offer to their children. Regard not 
those evil councellors, who, to secure to themselves the 
benefits of your trade, advise you to measures which in- 
volve you, your women and children, in trouble and dis« 
tress. The United States wish to give you peace ; be- 
cause it is good ic the eyes of the Great Spirit, that all 
his children should unite and live like brothers ; but if 
you foolishly prefer war, their warriors are ready to meet 
you in battle, and will not be the first to lay down .the 
JtftcljeU You may find your squaws and your children 



iiuiier the protection of our great chief and warrior 
General St. Clair, at Fort Washington ; to him you 
will make all application! for an exchange of prisoner*, 
p: for peace. 

JAMES WILKINSON. 1 ; 



DEFEAT OF GENERAL ST. CLAIR, 
*r y fl fi INDIANS, 1791, 

Gsn. St. CLAIR to the SECRETARY or WAR, 

« /n« Washington, JVw. 9, 179I, 

« YESTERDAY afternoon the remains of the 
array under my command got back to this place, and X 
have now the painful task to give an account of a warm* 
and as unfortunate an action as almost any that has been 
fought, in which every corps was engaged and worsted, 
except the first regiment, that had been detached upon a 
service I had the honor to inform you of in my last des- 
patch, and had not joined me. 

On the 3d ins!, the army had reached a creek about 
twelve yards wide running 10 the southward oi west, 
which I believe to have been the river St; Mary, that 
empties into the Miami of the lake, arrived at the village 
about 4 o'clock in the afternoon, having marched near 9 
milei, and were immediately encamped upon a very com- 
manding piece of ground in two lines, having the above 
mentioned creek tn front, the right wing composed of 
BuTfiii's, Clarkl's, and Patteksgh's battalions, com. 
manded by Major-Gcneral Buti.b t>, I'uujicd the Grit line, 
teft wing consisting of lliDtNasa's and Ga-. 



kber's battalions, and the second regiment commanded 
by Co!. Drake, formed the second line, with an interval 
between them of about se ? enty yaids, wliich was all [be 
ground would illoir. 

The right Bank was pretty well secured by the creek, a 
steep bank, and Fairkedbr's corps, some of the cavalry 
and their piquets covered the left Bank ; the militia were 
thrown over the creek and advanced about one quarter of 
a mile, and encamped in the same order j there were a 
few Indians who appeared on the opposite aide of the 
creek, but, fled with the utmost precipitation on the ad- 
Vance of the militia ; st this place, which I judged to be 
about 15 miles from the Miami village,! had determined 
to throw up a slight work, the plan of which was con- 
certed that evening with Maj. Fxbguson, wherein to 
have deposited the men's knapsack?, and every thing eUc 
that was not of absolute necessity, and to have moved on 
(o attack the enemy as soon as the first regiment was 
come up, but they did.not permit me to execute either ; 
for on the <th, about half an hour before sun -rise, and 
when the men had been just dismissed from the parade, 
(tor it was a constant practice for to have them all under 
arms a considerable time before light,) an attack was 
made upon the militia ; those gave way in a very little 
time, and rushed into camp, through Maj- Butler's bat- 
talion, which, together with part of Clark's they threw 
into considerable disorder, and which notwithstanding 
the exertions of both these officers, was never altogether 
remedied, the Indians followed close at their heels ; the 
fire however of the frontline checked them, but almost 
instantaneously a very heavy attack began upon that line, 
and in a tew minutes it was extended to the second like- 
wise ; die' great weight of it was directed against the 
cunire of euth, where the artillery was placed, and from 
»h:ch the i^en were repeatedly driven with great staugh- 



ttr; finding no great effect from the fire, and confutes 
beginning to spread [rum the great number of men who 
were Ullcn in all quarter*, it became necessary io try 
what could be done by the bayonet* 

Lieut. Col. D>mit, was accordingly ordered to males 
a charge, with a part of [be second line, and to turn ibe 
left flank nflhe enemy. '1 bis was executed with great 
spirit. The Indians instantly gave way, and were driven 
back three or four hundred yard* : but for want of a suf- 
ficient number of ft He men to pursue this advantage, they 
soon returned and the troops were obliged to give back in 
their return. At this moment they had entered our camp 
by the left flank, having pursued back the troops that 
veie posted there. 

Another charge was made here by the second regi- 
ment, Butlbr's and Clark's battalions, with equal 
effect, and it was repeated several times, and always with 
success— but in all of them many men were lost, and 
particularly the officers, which, with some raw troops* 
was a loss altogether irremediable. In that I just spoke 
of made by the second regiment and Butlbr's battalion, 
Haj- Buti.ib was dangerously wounded, and every offi- 
cer of the second regiment fell except three, one of which, 
Capt. Greaton, was ahot through the body. 

Our artillery being now silenced) and all the officers 
killed, except Capt. Ford, who was badly wounded, more 
than half of the army fallen, being cut off from the road 
It hi came necessary to attempt the regaining it, and to 
make a retreat if possible. To this purpose the remain* 
of the array was formed as well as circumstances would 
admit, towards the right of the encampment ; from 
which, by the way of the second line, another charge was 
made upon Ibe enemy, as if with the design to turn their 
riitbt Hank— but in fact to gain the road : this was effect- 
ed ; and as soon as it was open, the militia took along lt t 









fcllowed by ilic iroops— Mi-j-n < 
covering the rear. 

The retreat in those eircun i ■ may ha 

sure a precipitate one— it w;;: The camp 

and the artillery were abandoned, but that was unavoida- 
ble, for not a horse was left alive t» have drawn it off had 
it otiitrwiue been practicable. I«it Uie meet disgraceful 
part of the business is ih.it the (trratest part of the men 
threw away their arms and accouiremtnts, even after tho 
pursuit (which continued about four miles) had ceased. 

I found the road strewed with them for many miles, 
but was not able to remedy it ; for having had all my 
horses killed, and being mounted upon one that could 
not be pricked out of a walk, J could not get forward 
myself, and the orders I sent forward, either to halt the 
front, or prevent the men from parting with their arms, 
were unattended to. 

The route continued quite to Fort Jefferson, twenty* 
nine mi!es, which was reached a little after sun-setting. 
The action began about half an hour before sun rise, and 
the retreat was attempted at half an hour afier n'.na 
o'clock. 

I have not yet been able to get returns of llie killed 
and wounded ; but Major General Butlks, Lieu!. Col. 
Oldham, of the militia, Major Ferguson, Major Hart, 
and Major Clark, are among the former. 

I have nowi Sir, finished my melancholy tale— a tale 
that will be felt, sensibly felt by every one that has sym- 
pathy for private distress, or lor public misfortune. I 
have nothing Sir, to say to lite charge of the troops but 
their want ot discipline, which, from the short timo they 
bad been in service, it was impossible they should bate 
acquired, and which rendered it very difficult, when lltcy 
Were thrown into confusion, to reduce them again to or- 
<Jer, and is one reason why the loss has fallen sobcuy 
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• lioilid every thing in their power to' 

cfiVcl it—Neither wvl"e my own exertions wanting, but 
worn down will) illness, and suffering under s painful 
unable cither to tnounl or dismount a horse 
without assistance, they were not so great as they other* 
wise would, or perhnju ought to hate been. 

We were overpowered by numbers ; but it is no more 
than justice to observe, that though composed of so ma- 
ny different species of troops, the utmost harmony pre- 
vailed tUrough the whole army during the campaign. 

At Fort Jefferson I found the first regiment, which 
had returned from the Service they had been sent upon, 
viLhrjut cither overtaking the deserters, or meeting the 
convoy of provisions. lam not certain, Sir, whether £ 
might to consider the absence of iliis regiment from the 
field of. action as fortunate or otherwise* I incline (a 
think it was fortunate ; for I very much doubt, whether, 
had it been in the action, the fortune of the day had been 
turned, and if it had not, the triumph of the enemy 
would have been more complete, and the country would 
hate been destitute of means of defence. 

Taking a view of the situation of our broken troops at 
Fort Jefferson, and th.it (here was no provisions in the 
fort, I culled on the field officers for their advice what 
would lie proper further in be done j and it was their 
unanimous opinion, that the addition of the first regi- 
ment unbroken as it was, did not put the army on so re- 
spectable a fouling as it was in the morning, because a 
great part of it was now unarmed : that it had been 
found unequal to the enemy, and should they come on. 
which was probable, would be found sr> again ; that the 
troops could not be thrown into the fort, both because it 
was too small, and there was no provision in It, • 

That provision were known to be upon the road at ths 
distance of one or at most two marches ; that there. 
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fore it would be proper to move without loss of time tc, 
meet the provisions, when the men nvghl have the soon- 
er an opportunity of some refreshment, and ihat a prop- 
er detachment might be sent back with it, to have it 
safely deposited in the fort. 

This advice was accepted, and the army was put in 
motion again at ten o'clock, and matched ail night, and 
the succeeding day me! with a quantify of flour, part of 
ii was distributed immediately, part taken back 10 sup- 
ply the army on the march to Fort- Hamilton, and the 
remainder, about fifty horse loads sent forward to Fort 
Jefferson. 

I bave said Sir, io the Former part of my communica- 
tion, that we were overpowered by numbers ; of that 

1 have no other evidence, buttfuewei 
lire which was always a moat deadly one and gent rally 
delivered from the ground, few or the enemy shewing 
themselves on foot, except when they were charged and, 
that in a few minutes our whole camp which extended B" 
hove 350 yards in length, was entirely surrounded and 
attacked on all quarter*. 

The loss, Sir, the public has sustnined by the f.iil of 
io many officers, particularly General Cutlkh, and Ma- 
jor Ferguson, cannot be too much regretted j but it is 
a circumstance that will alleviate the mil fort use in some 
measure, that all of them fell most gallantly doing their 
duly, I have the honor to be, Sir, youl naosl i 
eervant, AUTHUR ST. CLA1H," 

"Hon. Secretary of War." 



THE defeat of Gen. St. Ctiie took place within six 
miles of the Miami village. The loss on this occasion 
Was about aix hundred killed and wounded {said to be 
Mfttly equal to £baddock'& defeat) with seven pieces ol 
U 
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artillery, and all the stores. Gen St. ClaiIel had abort 
1200 men, had reason to expect an attack and kept hia 
men under arms all night, drawn up in a square. The 
attack commenced about dawn of day, on all the lines, 
but principally on the rear lines, which was composed 
of the militia* Trie Indians gave one fire and rushed 
on tomahawk in hand. The militia gave way to the 
centre ; and before the artillery could be brought into 
action, the matrosses were all killed and it fell into thfc 
hands of the enemy. 

It was retaken but was useless for want of men to 
manage the pieces. The action was continued obstinate- 
ly until 9 o'clock, when the troops gave way. St. Clair 
rallied his men, and brought them off in tolerable order, 
with most of the wounded to Fort Jefferson, 30 miles ih 
the rear of the action. The enemy pursued five miles. 

The following is a copy of a return of the officers killed and 
wounded in the engagement :— 

Killed.— i Major*Genera1, 1 Lieut. Colonel, 4 Ma- 
jors, 1 1 Captains, 10 Lieutenants, 9 Ensigns, 1 Surge- 
on.— Total 37. 

Wounded.— 2 Lieut. Colonels, 1 Major, 11 Captains* 
6 Lieutenants, 6 Ensigns, 1 Surgeon*-— -Total 27. 

Besides the above, there was about 550 privates killed 
and many more wounded— few officers of distinction ea- ..> 
caped except Gen. St. Clair, who had many narrow 
escapes, eight balls passed through his clothes. The 
attack was "conducted with astonishing intrepidity on the 
part of the Indians— in a few moments the General's 
tent was surrounded : however, he was rescued by a 
party of regular soldiers, who repelled the enemy with 
, fixed bayonets. There was a party of the Chickasaw 
nation on their way to join Gen* St. Clair, but did 
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titit arrive in season-r-there was but one fellow only <sf 
that nation in the action, who killed and scalped eleven 
of the enemy with his own hands, and engaging with 
the twelfth, he fell, greatly lamented by the the Ameri- 
cans: 

Major-General Butler was wounded and carried to a 
convenient place to have his wounds dressed, but an In. 
dian having discovered the place to which he was con- 
veyed, broke through the troops who attended him, and 
tomahawked and scalped the former before he was kil- 
led by the troops.— [|C7* See Plate.'] 

Agreeable to the statement of the Indians, they kil- 
led 650 of the American troops, and took seven pieces 
of cannon— 200 oxen and a great number of horses, but 
no prisoners— and that their loss was only fifty-six warri- 
ors killed.— They stated that they were 4000 strong, 
and were commanded by one of the Missasago Indians, 
who had been in the British service in the late war j that 
he planned and conducted the attack, which was even 
contrary to the opinion of a majority of the chiefs— and, 
that after the Americans began their retreat, he told 
the Indians they had killed enough, and that it was prop- 
er to give over the pursuit, and return and enjoy the 
booty they had taken— he was six feet in height, abont 
45 years of age, of a very sour and morose countenance, 
and apparently very crafty aod subtle— his .dress was In- 
dian hose and moccasons, a blue petticoat that came half 
way down his thighs, and European waiscoat and surlout ; 
his head was bound with an Indian cap that hung half 
way down his back, and almost entirely filled with plain 
silver broaches to the number of more than two hund- 
red ; he had two ear-rings to each ear ; the upper part 
of each was formed of three silver medals about the 
size of a dollar ; the lower part was formed of quarters 
pf dollars, and fell more than 12 inches from his ears; 






cne from each Mr over his breast— the other ftter hit 
back ( he had ihrce very large nose jewel* of ailver that 
Were curiously painted. 

The patiy of friendly Chickaiaws, who were on IheiJ 
way to join the American troops arrived at Fort Jeffer- 
son two days after the bloody action.— They were com- 
manded by Piomingo, or the Mountain Leader— On 
their way they discovcied that the troops had been de- 
feated, but saw but one of the enemy, who, mistaking 
Piomikco's party for some of his own comrades, mad« 
tip to them ; he perceived his mistake, but too late to 
retreat ; he was accosted by Piomingo, with " Rascal 
you have bee* hiling white men." He endeavoured to ex- 
culpate himself, but Piomingo ordered two of his war- 
riors to expand his arms, and a third, an old man (fo» 
fays Piomingo, " none of my young men shall disgrace 
themselves so much as to kill a wretch like thee") to 
ahoot him through the heart, which fias accordingly tit- 
ecu led j Ihey afterwards took off his scalp. 

During Si. Clair's bloody engagement, Adjutant 
Burgess received two wounds, the second of which 
proved mortal : nficr the receipt of the first, he contin- 
ued lo fight with diitinguished gallantry j the second 
unfortunately stepped li'i progress; faint with the loss 
of blood, he fell : a woman, who attended him and was 
particularly attached to him, raised him up, and while 
eupporting him in her arms, received a ball in her breasti 
Which put an inimeilijte end to her existence ! 

Soon after Ensign Wilson (a much lamented youth) 
fell, one of the savages attempted to take off his scalp, 
•Which Col. Dabkk perceiving, he hastened to the apot, 
and with hia aword stubbed the miscreant thi 
body. 



INDIANS DEFEATED. 

A few weeks after the defeat of the troops tinder Get]. 
St. CiAia, Gen. Scott despatched fromthe men under 
his command two spies to reconnoitre the enemy, who, 
when they arrived at the distance of a few miles (mm 
the fatal spot where the bloody actios was fought, they 
discovered a large party of Indians diverting and enjoy- 
ing themselves with the plunder they had taken, tiding 
the bullocks, tec. and appeared to be mostly drunk— list: 
men returned and communicated the important informa- 
tion to Gen, Scott, who immediately thereupon divided 
bis troops into three divisions, advanced and fell on the 
enemy by surprise— the contest was short but victorious 
on the pari of Hie American troops ; two hundred of 
the enemy were killed on the spot, &1! the cannon and 
■lores in their possession retaken, and the remainder of 
the savage body put lo flight.— Gen. Scott loaiag but 
six men, returned lo headquarters in triumph, with most 
of the cattle, stores, &c. 

Gen. Scott gave the following affecting account of 
the appearance of the field on which the bloody ac'ioii 
between the American troops, under Gen. St. Clair, 
and the savages, was fought :— " The place had a very 
melancholy appearance— nearly in the space of 8S0 yards 
lay 300 skull bones— 300 of which were hurird by my 
men while on the ground ; from thence for live miles on, 
and from the roada through the wooda, was strew td with 
ikeletons, muskets, he 



DEFEAT OF MAJOR M'MAHON. 

On the 39ttiof July, 179*, Maj. M'Makoh marched 

^iih 80 ri'kmcn, under the command of Capt. IUhts- 



vorv, and 50 dragoons under the command of Caper 
Taylor ] for Fort Recovery, as an escort to 300 pack- 
horses loaded with flour for that garrison : on the morn- 
ing following after they had deposited their loading, and 
v ere preparing to set out on their return, they were at- 
tacked by an army of 1300 Indians ; Capt. Hartshorn* 
who had advanced with the riflemen about a quarter of * 
mile into the woods, immediately took post on a very 
strong commanding piece of ground near the garrison, 
and with unparalleled bravery, maintained the unequal 
fight, till Maj. M'Mahon, who had put himself at the 
head of the cavalry, was killed, as was Capt. Taylor, and 
Cornet Terry, and many of the men wounded. The 
enemy now put their force against Capt. Hartshorn 1 , 
end in the moment when they were pushing to cut off 
his communication with the garrison, Lieut. Dabke, and 
Ensign Dod, sallied out, at the head of 20 brave fellows, 
who turned out voluntarily on the occasion, and joined 
him, after beating the enemy back at the point of the 
bayonet ; at this instant the brave Capt. Hartshorn re- 
ceived a shot which broke his thigh. Lieut. Craig was 
killed, and Lieut. Marks taken prisoner. Lieut* Dark it 
now. ordered a retreat, and in endeavoring to hold the en- 
emy in check, so as to give the men time to save. CapU 
Hartshorn, he received a shot in the groin. The ene- 
my now pressed so hard as to compel the men to leave 
their captain. 

Great numbers of the Indians must have been killed, 
as they came forward in solid columns, up to the muzzle 
of the guns. Lieut. Michael^ who was with Captain 
HARTSHORNy but whom he had detached with a few active 
men to the flank of the enemy, was now missing ; and 
while their companions in the fort were deploring their 
fate and had given them up as lost, they saw him and * 
Lieut. Marks rushing through the thick of the enemy 



M opposile directions, and though number* of guns Were 
filed at tttcm they got in safe, Lieut. MicajiL lost every 
man or his party except three, and Lieut. Masks got off 
by knockitiR down the Indian who took him. 

The Indians were observed to carry off great numbers 
tit" killed arid wounded on pack horses— the loss of (he 
Americans was 25 killed, and about 40 wounded— the 
party commanded by Capt. HutisaoRS brought in ten 
scalps of the enemy. 



DEPREDATIONS OF THE INDIANS ON THE 
FRONTIERS is 1731, 1793 and 1793. 



ON the 10th December 1791, as two men and 
three boys were fishing on Floyd's fork of Salt River, 
they were suddenly attacked by a party of Indians, who 
killed the two men and made prisoners of the boys.— 
Soon after they liberated one of the lads, first presenting 
him with a tomahawk, which they desired him to carry- 
to his friends and inform them what had become of hit 
companions! 

About the 20th, a party of Indians attacked the house 
of a Mr. Cf/EHoifiiE, situated near the mouth of the 
Wabash, they killed and scalped two of his children 
and tomahawked and scalped his wife, whom they left 
for dead — Mr. C. (who had his arm broken by the fire 
of the savages) with the remainder of the family roads 
their escape.— A sick daughter who was confined to her 
chamber, and who during the bloody affray had been for- 
gotton by her father, remained ignorant of the horrid 
irtassnerc until the succeeding day ; when, no one of the 
family coming to her assistance, she succeeded la crawl- 
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jftgdown stairs, where she was inexpressibly shocked *i 
the sight of a beloved parent stretched upon the floor, 
almost lifeless, and beside of whom lay the 'mangled! 
bodies of her dear brothers. Forunately, her unhappy 
father returned the succeeding day to the house, and con* 
Veycd the two surviving members of his family to th* 
house of a friend, where they finally recovered. 

On the 24th, a party of Indians attacked the dwtK 
ting house of a Mr. Job* Mbrril in Kelson county,' 
(Kentucky.) — Mr. Mbrril, who was first alarmed by 
the barking of his dog, hastened to thfe door to discover 
the cause, on opening of which, he received the fire of the 
Indians which broke his right leg and atfm— the Indiana 
now attempted to enter the bouse, but was prevented by 
the doors being immediately closed and secured by Mrs. 
MMRRiL~ihd her daughter— the Indians succeeded in 
hewing away a part of the door, through which passage 
one of them attempted to enter, but the heroic mothers in 
the midst of her screaming children and groaning hus- 
band, seized an axe and gave the ruffian a fatal blow ; af- 
ter which she hauled hira through the passage into the 
house !— the others (unconscious of the fate of their com- 
panion) supposing that they had now nearly succeeded in 
their object, rushed forward, four of which Mrs. Mbrril 
in like manner despatched before the others discovered 
their mistake. — The remaining Indians, after retiring for 
a few moments, returned and renewed their efforts to enter 
the house— despairing of succeeding at the door they got 
on the top of the house and attempted to descend the 
chimney, to prevent which Mr. Mbrril directed his lit- 
tle son to empty upon the fire the contents of a feather- 
bed, which had the desired effect, as the smoke and heat 
^caused thereby, soon brought down rather unexpectedly 
"two of the enemy : — Mr. Mbrril exerting evefy faculty 
it this critical moment, seiaed a billet of wood with; 
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frhich he soon despatched the two half smothered IridiansJ 

Wile in the mean time his heroic wife was busily engag- 
ed in defending the door against the efforts of the only 
remaining one, whom she so severely wounded with an 
axe thai he was soon glad to retire* 

A prisoner who escaped from the enemy soon after & 
the transaction, informed that the wounded savage abov« 
mentioned was the only one that escaped of the party, 
which consisted of eight— that on his return being asked 
by the prisoner " what news," he answered " bad news 
for poor Indian 9 me lose a son, me lose a brother— ih» 
squaws have taken the breach clout and fight worse than 
the " Long Knives V\ 



«- .- "•'■.' , •» 



Copy of a letter from a gentleman residing at the west* 
ward to a friend in New York, dated, 

Marietta, February 1, 1792. 
" Ocr prospects are much changed.— Instead of peace 
ind friendship with our Indian neighbors, a horrid savage 
War stares us in the face ; the Indians, instead of being 
humbled by the destruction of the Shawanese towns, and 
brought to beg for peace, appear determined on a gener- 
al war, in which our settlements are already involved— 
On the evening of the second instant, they fell on a set- 
tlement about forty miles up the Muskingum, surprised 
& block- house, killed fourteen persons, and carried off 
three others. The persons killed are, John and Philip 
Stacy, sons to Col. William Stacy, from NewSalem, Ez- 
ra Putnam, son to Major Ezra Putnam, from Middle- 
town, in Massachusetts, John Camp, from the same 
place, Jonathan Farewell, and James Cash, and Will&m 
Patton, from New-Hampshire, Zebulon Throop, from 
Baare, William James, from Connecticut, Joseph Clark, 
from Rhode-Island, * man by the name of Meeks, with 
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and children, from Virginia. These were all" 
ml at the block-house. Francis and Isaac 
im Lancaster, and one SbiWi who kept atahut 
about 50 rods from the btock house, was itol found by the 
party that went out, and it is hoped that they are prison- 
er: — What number nflhdnuil were concerned in this, 
' r from what tribe, we know not, but from those 
Indiana who till lately used to visit our settlements every* 
day, withdrawing themselves entirely from our sight, ever 
since the expediiion against the Shawanese, there ii little 
lemon to doubt bm the Dele waves and the YVianddes. aav 
Well as other*) have had a hand in this nefarious business. 
" It a impossible for me to give a just idea oflhe 
distress into which this event has thrown the inhabitants, 
especially those of the out settlements. For my own 
pin I have for some time been of opinion, that the spring 
would open with a general attack on the frontiers, in which 
event I did not expect we should escape, unless govern- 
ment should timely send troops for our protection, which. 
We was in hopes would be Hie case. But it seems the 
enemy are determined to lake advantage of our deltnce- 
less situation, I consider this event as the forerunner of 
other attacks ofa more serious nature, and which may 
involve us in complete ruin, unless prevented by govern- . 
ment immediately taking measures for our protection. — 
To their protection I conceire we always had an indispu- 
table claim, which claim, if possible, is increased by the 
circumstances that have brought us under the resent* 
ment of the Indians) and at least, in some measure pro* 
duced the mischief that we are fallen into." 



Copy oT & letter from a gentleman in Kentucky to hi» 
friend in Philadelphia, dated ' 

March 3, 1798. 
"As to the Indians, they hare been troublesome all 



wnitM-. 6ince October last, 60 persons bave fee«n killt 
wiibin the limits or this district, besides a number des- 
troyed on ihc Uhio; among whom is our old 
tance, Mr. John Mat, late of Botetuute, whose exit de- 
serves notice, because lie was actuated by motives of hu- 
inanily. The affair is thus related by a captive that has 
lately made his escape from the Indians, who was a spec- 
tator, and an unwilling instrument in the tragedy. 

Mr, Mat, in descending the Great Kanhawa and Ohio, 
about the 20th of February last, discovered on the western 
shore of the latter, near the mouth of ScJotia, a white 
man, who, with a plaintive voice, was calling, for God's 
■ate, to come and take a poor prisoner on board, that was 
endeavoring to escape from the savages. This had the 
intended effect. Mr. Mat ordered the boat towards the 
shore, and did not discover his mistake until the Indians 
rose up from their ambush, Tired, shot liim dead, and 
wounded some others of the pas^ngers- on board, wh» 
immediately endeavored to make off; but being told i a 
Ibe English tongue, they should have good quartet*, sur- 
rendered without resistance. The Indians, however, on 
boarding the boat, massacred all, without discrimination. 
Two days after, the same party attempted to decoy three 
large boats ashore that were coining down from fort Pitt, 
but luckily they were discovered in time, and our people 
aheered off. The enemy, being prepared, mai 
of iheir-boats with about 30 warriors, and gave cbasc. 
The crews of two of the boats, fearing they might be 
overtaken, quilted ihem>and went on board the best sailor, 
where they threw overboard all the horses, and some 
heavy articles, and plied ull their oars to cfflct their es- 
cape. The Indians also exened theimelvcs in the pur- 
suit, keeping on a steady course for about SO miles, not- 
withstanding 24 well armed white men were on baard. 
the American boat, with one of our Colour's of Militia* 
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Thus, for want of a little resolution and skill! a favof* 
able opportunity was lost, to destroy a number of the vile 
enemies to the human race* The Indians, on their re* 
turn, took possession of the two boats thai were abandon* 
ed, and found in them 17 horses, 5000 dollars worth of 
merchandize, and considerable property, belonging to the 
emigrants. 

Fort M'Intosh, on the Ohio, was a short time since 
attacked by a party ol Indians — they secreted themselves; 
near the fort and. succeeded in killing the centinel on du- 
ty, they then rushed into the fort and discharged their 
pieces on those within, but one man was wounded, who, 
in endeavoring to escape, was tomahawked by an In* 
dian. One ball just grazed the temple of Capt. Forbes, 
who commanded the' guard, and four others struck the 
log above his head, the splinters and bits of which cut 
his face, and left it as if scarified. The garrison consist* 
ed of twenty men and there were about forty of the 
enemy. 

Thus, sir, we find that Indian treaties do not secure 
our country from the depredations of the savages ; our 
last hope now is that the President of the United States 
will, ere long, adopt such measures as will prove the 
efficiency of the Federal Government, to protect the citi* 
sens of the United States, however remotely situated 
from the seat of government;" 



Copy of a letter from a gentleman in South-parolina to a 

friend in New York, dated 

" Charleston, August 6, 1792. 

i€ An express arrived from Gen. Pickens and Colonel 

Anderson, which brings advices to the Governor, stating, 

that a general Indian war on the western frontiers of the 

southern states seems inevitable ; that by intelligence from 






ihe country or I he Creeks, all Ihe tribes except ihe Cut- 
are determined for war ; urged by Galmuh, the 
of M'Gi'.livrat ; and that ihey have already 
enced hoslilues within ihe Carolina line, a pally of 
them having killed and scalped a man on Tugaloo. We 
hear his excellency has ordered one third of ihe miliiia, 
in the Upper district! lobe drafied, and held in readiness 
■ diaW service, aliould ihe savages make further 
depredations on the frontiers. 

" Yesterday evening a genrteman arrived here from 
Augusta, in Georgia, who informed us, that six of ihe 
Creek towns, with a number of Cherokees, had declared 
waroijuifiKt the United States, and were actually march- 
ing under the command of Bowles and Gau-iun to at- 
tack the frontiers. 

On ihe 22d tilt, the Indians, 37 in number, came <o 
the house of a Mi 1 . RicuA'm Tbki'.shivii, in Augusta, 
and iiied upon and k.lled Mr. Thrbsheh, two children 
and a negro women ; Mrs. Thresheh, to avoid if possi- 
ble the fate with which she was threatened, ile.l with an 
inijnt oI'Jjoih five or six weeks old in her arms, and 
leaped into the river ; the Indiana pursued, shot her 
iliroui;!! each thigh and right breast, subbed her in the 
left brtasl with a knife, cut her left arm nearly off, and 
then scalped her. In this horrid situation she remained 
until the neighbors could assemble in suflicicnl numbers 
to crow the river and pursue the Indians. As the first 
canoe was crossing s'le had strength enough to call for 
iisfcismiice, tliey went, found her hanging by a bush ia 
waicr nearly uji to her chin, her infant at the bottom of 
the river, a lew yards Irom her. She lived 2* hours, and 
wrieh informed by tier physician 'hat it was impossible 
for tier to survive much longer, she with a fortitude that 
is rarely to be met with, cabled her fi lends around her, 
BlllD but prthdic manner, gave her hand to eacli 
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•ec, wilting thera a Letter late than had beFalten herself 
And family ; and when alter her speech railed, as neigh- 
bors were constantly coining in, the continued to give 
her Sand until about Eve minutes before she resigned her 
brca'.ii, which was without a groan. 

" Mrs. 1'ngesaia was about twenty five years of age, 
of a respectable family and elegant person, and possessed 
an unco mm tin education* 

" On Thursday the 24ih two men were killed in F;-ank« 
tin, and 40 hones carried off; and since the accounts 
above received, all the inhabitants on the frontiers have 
retreated into fori*, withuut arm* or ammunition.— At 
one meeting of near 40 persons they could only muster 
five old muskets ; in heighten the horror or their condi- 
tion, the Indians were momently expected. 

" As similar murders are daily committed, it called up 
the spirit of SOU gallant fellows, who marched last week 
agairji.t the lavages, determined to revenge the cruellies 
perpetrated on the infant, the mother, and the defenceless* 

" To see the country all in forts, breaking up, leaving 
their fatnrs, their houses and corn burnt up, is truly dis- 
tressing. At this time nearly half the country arc in forts. 

" Captain Kkkton with about 35 men, who went up 
the Ohio in order to intercept the Indians who took Mnr. 
gan's station, lull in with a trail of a party of Indiana on 
the waters of Point Creek, coming ip to the setilement. 
He followed them, and at night observing he was near 
MQt forward Mow spies to discover their files; 
. rhe spies fell in with their camp, and before they 
discovered it the Indians were alarmed by a dog who 
flow out at the spies ; upon which the Indians fired on 
ibctn ; 'he spies returaed the fire ; upon hearing the fir- 
ing the whole of the party cume up, and the Indians re* 
treated) leaving their baggage, among&t which was a 
quantity ol powder, lead) and blankets. Kkstoii bad 



c"tie roan killed. I< i* supposed two Indians were k 
and carried off. from some discoveries that were made 






€opy or a letter from Fort Washington, dated 
20th, 1792. 
" On Tuesday morning the Gth inst. Major Asmh, 
with ISO mounted volunteers from Kentucky, having 
charge of 4 large number of pack-horses laden with pro- 
visions, destined for the advanced posts, was most dar* 
ingly attacked by nearly fin equal party of Indians, al- 
though under cover of fort St, Clair— notwithstanding 
which, and that our people fought desperately, (he In- 
dians drove them into (he fort, and carried oft" all the 
provisions and horses (both pack and cavalry) save about 
twenty killed and four wounded, and stripped the camp 
of every thing; carrying the whole off with irosl au- 
dacious insult and triumph. Hut as soon as the party 
were resupplled with ammunition from the garrison; 
Uiey sallied forth near a quarter of a mile from the ene* 
tny i but too late to recover [he booty which the Indians 
had made. The courage and daring spirit of these peo- 
ple were particularly conspicuous on this occasion, us 
they fought almost under the guns of the Fort, Our 
toss was one captain and leu privates killed, and some 
wounded, besides horses and provisions estimated at fi. r - 
teen thousand dollars. Two of the unemy were found 
dead a short distance from the Geld of action. If these In- 
dians had writer* among ihem, what honorable testimo- 
ny and eulogy might they not give of the noble spirit 
and heroic bravery of the native American character, 
rather than depreciate it as the Europeans do. Two of 
our men have lately made their escape from the Miami 
villages and arrived here — they give account of a mock 
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fight late! j exhibited to amuse the numerous Indians as* 
fcerabled there, And to divert their squaws and children*. 
It was in ridicule of General St. Clair's disposition o£ 
his troops on the 4th November last, and of his flight 
before the Indians, who pursued him and his army 
whilst the other plundered his camp ; they have given 
6ut that they mean to celebrate this event annually, by a 
like sham fight and a great dance to be called General 
St. Clair's fight and dance*. It is to be hoped we yet 
shall have an opportunity to retaliate, and to teach our 
enemy to amuse themselves at our cxpence in a less lu- 
dicrous manner.' It setms Gen. St. Clair's field of ac- 
tion was on a branch of the Wabash, twenty four leagues 
from the Miami towns, which are now inhabited by the' 
hostile Indians.' 

" A letter from a correspondent, on whose veracity 
we can rely* in the territory of the United States souttt 
of the river Ohio, dated the lTth tilt, states that everjf 
thing wears, a gloomy aspect on the western frontiers ; 
that about the last of December, the Cherokees sent iri 
peace talkers to Governor Blount, which were only 
intended to facilitate the commission of further depreda- 
tions by them, when the guards from our out-posts wero 
Withdrawn ; that from the 16th to the 26th of January, 
the Indians killed and wounded 19 persons in Cumber- 
land, among whom was Ewin Shelbt, brother to the 
Governor of Kentucky ; that four of the Chtckaraoggac 
towns and the upper Creeks have declared war ; that the 
Creeks had killed a family in the county of Georgia ; that 
the barbarity exercised by them in this massacre, was 
enough to make human nature shudder at the bare reci- 
tal.— They butche:td them like so many dogs, caught 
their blood and bowels, exposed them to view, and then 
gave the whole to a tame btar to devour ; that the Chero- 
kees had killed two Creeks,. wounded several} and take* 
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ifco prisoners ; that the Creeks threaten to retaliate, ana 
cut them all off; that the inhabitants of the territory are 
waiting with impatience for the general government to 
Afford them succour and protection, that treaties with the 
savages will avail nothing, as, what promises they make 
to day they will not hesitate to break to-morrow*" 



Copy of a letter from Mr. John Corblt % (a baptist mi- 
nister) to his friend in Philadelphia, dated 

" Muddy Creek t (fenn.j Sept. l, 1792 # 
^ Dear Sir y 

" The following are the particulars of the de* 
struction of my unfortunate family by the savages—On 
the 10th May last being my appointment to preach at 
one of my meeting houses, about a mile from my dwel- 
ling house, I sat out with my loving wife and five chil- 
dren, for public worship. Not suspecting any danger, 
I walked behind a few rods with my bible in my hand, 
meditating. — As I was thds employed, on a. sudden, I 
was greatly alarmed by the frightful shrieks of my dear 
family before me—I immediately ran to their relief with 
all possible speed, vainly hunting a club as I ran— when 
within a few yards of them, my poor wifeobsetvfrigme 
cried out to me to make my escape—at this instant an 
Indian ran up to shoot me, I bad to strip and by so doing 
out run him. My wife had an infant in her arms which 
the Indians killed and scalped, after which they struck 
my wife several times, but not .bringing her to the ground, 
the Indian who attempted to shoot me approached her 
and shot her thiough the body, after which they scalped 
her !— my little son, about six years old, they despatched 
by sinking their hatchets into his brains ! — my little 

daughter, four* years old, they in like manner killed and 
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scalped! My etdctt daughter attempted an Nvtpa l>y 

concealing herself in ■ hollrtiv (ree, about six rod* Tram 
the fatal scene or action— observing the Indians retiring 
(at she supposed) she dchbeia'ely crept from ihe place of 
her concealment, when one of the Indians, who jet re- 
mained on the ground, espying her, ran up to her and 
wiih his tomahawk knocked her down and scalped her !— 
but, blessed be God, she yet survives, as does her little 
sister whom the savages in like matxier tomahawked and 
tcalped — they are mangled to a sharking degree, butlhs 
doctors think there are some hopes of their recovery. 

When I supposed the Indians gone I returned to see 
what had become of my unfortunate family— whom, alas 
I round in the situation above described : — No one, m» 
dear friend, can form a true conception of my feelings at 
this moment— a view of a scene so shocking lo humanity 
quite overcome me — I fainted, and was unconsciously 
borne oil' by a friend who at the instant arri.-ed lomy relief. 

Thus, dear sir, have I given you a faithful though a 
short narrative of the fatal catastrophe — and amidst 
which my life is spared, but for what purpose the Great 
Jehovah best knows— oh, may 1 spend it to the praise 
and g'ory of his grace, who worketh all things after the 
council of his own will— the government of the world and) 
the church is in his hands, I conclude with wishing you 
every blessing, and subscribe myself your affectionate 
though afflicted friend, and unworthy brother in the gos« 
pel ministry. JOHN CORDLY." 



On the 27ih September, 1T92, as fire gentlemen 
(Messrs. Jacobus Tallkh, Isaac Abnold, James Ste- 
wart, Danibl Babclat, and Isaac Vam Alstine.) 
were on their way to Detroit, at a place called the river 
lturdel, oil Lake Erie, they were suddenly attached by 



f«ur Managua or Delaware Indians farmed with i 
fccts anil tomahawks) who fired on them and killid Mr, 
Talles and Mr. JUhclai dead an the apt t, afuj wounds' 
ed Mr. Abvold— thsy then rviihed on wilp Ujejr toma- 
hawks— one attached .Mi', ^rmoin, who, after a binart 
Struggle, in which he received several wounds in lir& bea<', 
disengaged himsell, and having a musket at the imtaot 
presented him by Mr. Steiv.iit, snapped it (It t;nfnrtu. 
lately not being charged) at the Indian, who immedialf-if 
thereupon with the three others lied to the woods. A* 
soon as they had disappeared, Mr. Arnold and his com- 
panion hastened to the shore of tiie lake, in which they 
launched their batteau, but when about thirty rods from 
the there, they were hailed by M. Van Alstvnz, who 
during the bloody contest had secreted himself in ih* 
bmhes — lie begged of his companions to return and lake 
him on board, on which Mr. Aknolu requeued him to 
proceed a few rods down the lake to a point of land. 
where he could more conveniently take him in— Mr. V*n 
Alsttns, it was supposed, misunderstanding bis friend, 
proceeded directly up the lake, to the very* spot where 
the Indians were then assembled, who with tbei 
hawks instantly despatched him ; after winch tbi 
cd the two survivors, in an old canoe, two or Ih'ee miles 
down the lake, but being unable to overhaul tbeiu, i 
discontinued the pursuit. 
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Copy of a letter from n gentleman in Marielta to 
friend in Washington, dated 

*• Marietta, March 4, 1793. 
" About eight weeks since, two brothers by the name 
or Johnson, one 12, the oilier 9 years old, were playing 
on (he western bank of Short Creek, about twelve miles 
iron) Wee ling, skipping stones in the water, 






Ilscovered two men, who appeared 
tier*, being dressed with coats and hats. — These men to 

amuse and deceive the children (as ibey even shewed) 
engaged in the same sport, advancing towards the boy*, 
tit) ay degrees they got so near that the children discov- 
ered them to be Indians ; but it was then too late to make 
their escape. The Indians seized and carried them six 
miles into the woods, where they made a tire, and took 
up their lodgings for the night ; their riflels and toma- 
hawks Ihcj rested against a tree, and then laid down, 
each bdbn with a boy on his arm. The children aa 
may be supposed kept awake— the eldest begun to move, 
and finding his Indian sound asleep, by degrees disen- 
gaged himself, and went to the fire, which had then got 
low and stirred it up ; the Indian not waking, he whisper- 
ed to hia brother, who likewise crept away, and both of 
them went to the fire. The oldest boy then observed to 
his brother, « I think we can kill these Indians) and get 
■way from them"— the youngest agreed in the proposal 
of attempting it- The oldest then took one of the rtiies, 
itnd plated the muzzle, which he rested on a small stick 
that he found for the purpose, close to the head of one) 
of the Indians, and committing the execution of this part 
of the business to his brother, ordered him to pull tbc 
trigger at the moment he saw him strike the other In. 
dian with one of the tomahawks. The oldest gave the 
signal ! the youngest pulled trigger— the rifle shot away 
the lower part of the Indian's face and left him senseless; 
he then told his brother to lay on, for he had done for 
bis ; after which he snatched up the gun and ran ; tkp 
boy with the tomahawk gave the stvoke with the wrong 
end, the Indian started on his seat— Hie boy found tiic 
mistake, and turning the tomahawk in Ins hand] g«fe 
him another blow which brought him to the gicund ; he 
repeated his strokes until he had despatched him, ami 
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then made the best of his way after his brother; When 
the boy* had found the path which they recollected to have 
travelled before, the oldest fixed his hat on a bush, as a 
directory to find the scene of action the next day. The 
tomahawked Indian was found near the place where the 
boys had left him. The other was not there ; but was 
tracked by his blood, and although so weakened by his 
wounds, that he could not raise his rifle to fire at his pur- 
suers (the whites) they suffered him to* escape ; but it is 
supposed he must have died of his wounds. These two 
Indians were sent out to reconnoitre the best place for an 
attack} which was to have been made by a body of war- 
riors, waiting in the neighborhood* 



Copy of a letter from Colonel Robertson, to General 

Washington, dated 

Nashville, February 1, 1793. 

<f Sir— By accounts received from the Chickasaw na- 
tion of Indians, we are informed that at a grand council 
of their warriors, it was unanimously determined to com- 
mence active operations against the whites ; the Chero- 
kees they expect will join them. The white inhabitants 
in this quarter are drawing together, and are doing every 
thing possible for their defence, but I fear without some 
timely assistance we shall all fall a sacrifice to the wan- 
ton barbarity of our savage foes, who we expect are now 
pn their way to this place, to the number of one thou- 
sand. Major Hall and his eldest son fell a sacrifice to 
tiAr fury two days ago, near Bedloe's Lick. They have 
killed about twenty- four persons in the course of a few 
months in this settlement) besides a great number more 
pear it. 

Erom Burke county we learn that on the 1 1th instant, 
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i, a woman, and bcr little daughter, were vc* 1 ?. 
«d >< William's Swamp, on the Ogechcc rim, by ■ par. 
ly of IndJani— Hie link girl (to deter them from (Iioir 
eiqtl design) held out a bottle o( honey, telling ibem it 
was rum, begging them in the mean time la spire her 
life— (bey told her they did not want rum, but her hair I 
they knocked her dowa and scalped bcr, but we are bap* 
py to learn she is in a fair way of recovery. 

By a letter from Kentucky, I am informed that the 
Indacii have done more mischief in thai elate the pte- 
WW > far, than lor at least four yean past. Scarce a 
bo*', can [jaw below Limestone but what is attacked by 
ihem ; six or teven have been captured, some with very 
»alu»ble lading— by a prisoner wbo escaped from them a 
abort time since, we are informed that the Indians have 
procured a boat, or rather a kind of Boating battery, with 
the tides built high and rendered bullet proof ; this boat 
is stationed near the mouth of the Great Miami. They 
u few days since captured a boat in which were a Capt. 
Askut and his family— a son of the captain having 
been very spirited in the opposition* the savages imme- 
diately put him to death, cut out his heart and broiled it 
which they afterwards devoured in the presence of the 
unhappy father, who has since made bis escape from 
them— a proceeding eo barbarous as this, I have never 
heard of being practised by the savages before." 



Copy of a letter from General Clarke, lo hii Excellency 

the Governor of the State of Georgia, dated _ 

" Long Crtii, Sept, 2*, I T93, 

—I had certain information that a man was killed 

on the lith near Creensborough, by a party of six or 

seven Indians ; and that on the 16th Col. Batman, with 

irty was waylaid by 50 or 60 Indians, by whom 



three of his party were killed. ThEi, together witi _ 

Variely of oilier accounts equally alarming, determined' 
me lo raise what men I could in the course of 24 hour* 
and march with them lo protect the frontiers, in which 
space of lime I collected 162 men, chiefly volunteers, 
and proceeded to the place where Col. Dauber had been 
(■Hacked, Where 1 found the bodies of the three men 
mentioned above, mangled in a shocking manner, and 
after I had buried them, proceeded on the trail of the- 
murderers as Tar as the south fork oF the Oakmulges, 
where, finding I had no chance of overtaking them, I 
left it and went up the said river, until I met with a fresh 
trail of Indians coming in towards our frontier settle- 
ments ; r immediately turned and followed this trail un- 
til the morning of the 21st, between 1 1 and 13 o'clock, 
when I came up with them. They had just crossed ■> 
branch, called Jack's Creek, through a thick cane brake, 
and were encamped and cooking on an eminence. My 
force then consisting of 130 men, 30 having been sent 
back on account of their horses being tired and lost. I 
drew up my men in three divisions, the right command- 
ed by Col. Fbekmak and Major Clarke, who were or- 
dered lo surround and charge (lie Indians, which they 
did with such dexterity and spirit that they immediately 
drove them from their encampment back into the cane 
brake, where, finding it impossible for them to escape, 
they obstinately returned our fire until half past four 
o'clock, when they ceased, except now and then a shot. 

" During the litter part of the action they seized eri> 
ry opportunity of escaping by small parlies, leaving the 
rest to shift for themselves. About sunset I thought k 
roost ad viseable lo draw off, as the men had suffered fop 
want of provisions nearly tiro days, and far want of wa- 
ter during the action, but more particularly to take < 
of the wounded) which amounted to eleven, nod »i 
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■ i i 
JedJ From every circumstance I am certain there wetftf 

tot less than 25 Indians killed, and probably double that 
number wounded.— In short they were totally defeated* 
with the loss of their provisions, cfoathing, &c consist* 
ing of the following articles : 4 muskets, 32 brass ket- 
tles, and 100 large packs, containing blankets, match* 
coats, boots, moccasons, tomahawks, pipes, upwards of 
100 halters and bridles, Sec* from all which I judge their 
number was fully equal to ours. Col. Freeman and 
Major Clarke distinguished themselves, and from the 
spirit and bravery with which the whole of my little party 
acted during the action, I do not believe that had wi 
met them in the open woods, we should have been more 
than five minutes in destroying them all. 

" While I was on this excursion two skirmishes hap- 
pened near Greensboro'ugh, in one of which one man 
was wounded, and in the other six stand of arms were* 
lost, being guarded by only two men, while the rest of 
the party were gathering fodder. 

" I am, Sir, with the utmost respect, your Excellency's 
most obedient} and very hun.ble servant, 

" B. CLARKE, Brig. Gen. 

" Bis Ex* George Mathews % Governor of Georgia." 



Copy of a letter from an officer in the service of the Xj* 
nited States to his friend in New- York, dated 

" Buffaloe Creek, Sept. 27, \793. 
" I left Fort Franklin the 3d instant, and arrived here 
the 11th in the evening, at the house of Mr. Winney, 
who informs me that upwards of four thousand hostile In- 
dians were now assembled at the Miami villages, and that 
their number was daily increasing— Captain Powel and 
several other gentlemen of the British army dined with 
cce yesterday, and from their conversation I am perfectly 
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convinced that the Indians arc supported by the British ii 

the war satins' us — indeed, Captain Powkl told me, that 
all the intentions ofthe Indiana w;s well known to them, 
and the Indians were their allies, and of course they must 
support them— lie also informed me that ten scouts of 
hostile Indiana were then out to strike on the frontiers, 
and that they would soon strike the Six Nations. Some 
of the chiefs of the hostile Indians passed here about live 
days ago on their way to Canada, but what their businesa 
is I cannot learn." 



DEFEAT OF THE INDIANS BY GEN. WAT. 
August 20th, 1794. 

Gjtx. WAYNE To rue SECRETARY o.» WA 



" IT is with infinatc pleasure that I announce to 
you the brilliant success of the Federal army under my 
command, in a general action with the combined force of 
the hostile Indians, and aconsiderable number of the vol- 
unteers and militia of Detroit on the 20th August, on 
the banks of the Miamis, in the vicinity of the British 
post and garrison at the foot ofthe Rapids. 

The army advanced from Fort Washington on the 15th, 
and arrived at Roach Deliuut on the 18th, and the 19th, 
we wete employed in making a temporary post for the 
reception of our stores and baggage, and in reconnoitre- 
tng the position of the enemy who were encamped b thine! 
a thick bushy wood and the British fort. 

At 8 o'clock on the morning of the 30th, the array 
Ijaitt advanced in columns agreeable to the standing 






iVrofrtiemnrCn, the fcgwi on tht right, its rignt flarifc 1 
covered by the Miami* — one brigade of mounted vDtun- 
tcen on the left Bad* -■' To no, and the 

other in ihe rear under Brigadier General Bak«ic. A 
select battalion, of mounted volunteers moved in front of 
the kgation, eoamai PfttcXi who was di- 

rected to keep sufficiently atlvu need, and to give timely 
notice for the troops to form in ease of action, ii being 
yet undetermined whether the Indium would decide for 
peace or war. 

After advancing about five mi k«, Major Prick's corps- 
received so severe a fire from the enemy, who were se- 
creted in the woods and high gr^ss, as lo compel them to 
retreat. 

The legion was immediately formed in two lines, prin- 
cipally in a close thick wood which extended for ml left 
en our left and for a very considerable distance in front, 
the ground being covered with old fallen limber, probably 
occasioned by a tornado, which rendered it impracticable 
for the cavalry to act wiih effect, and afforded the enemy 
the most favourable covert for their mode of warfare; the 
Savages were formed in three lines within supporting 
tfittnoc of each other, and extending lor near two miJes 
at riijht angles with the river. I soon discovered from 
the weight of the fire and extent of their lines, that the 
enemy were in full force in front, in possession of their' 
favourite ground, and endeavouring to turn our left flank j 
I therefore gave orders tor the second line to advance to 
support the first, and directed Major General Scott to 
gain and turn the right flank of the Savages, with the 
Whole of the mounted Volunteers by a circuitous rouie ; 
at the same lime 1 ordered the front line to advance and 
charge with trailed arms, and rouse the Indians from 
tlitir coverts at the point of the bayonet, and when up lo 
deliver a close and well directed lire on their backa, M- 
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fowtAby a brisk charge so as not to give them time to 
4oad again, or to form their lines. 

I also ordered Cap*. M. Camj>brll, who commanded 
the legionary cavalry, to turn the left flank of the enemy 
next the river, and which afforded a favorable field for 
that corps to act in— all those orders were obeyed with 
spirit and prqpntiUide ; but such was the impetuosity of 
the charge by the first line of Infantry that the Indians 
jand Canadian militia and volunteers were drove from all 
their coverts, in so short a time, that although every 
possible exertion was used by the officers of the second 
line of the legion and by Generals Scott, Wood, and 
jabber, of the mounted volunteers to gain their proper 
jpositions, but part of each could get up in season to par- 
ticipate in the action, the enemy being drove in the 
course of one hour jpaore than two miles, through the 
thick woods already mentioned by less than one half their 
jiumber. 
v From every account the enemy amounted to two thou* 
^•and combutants* the troops actually engaged against 
.them were short of nine hundred,—- This horde of Sava- 
ges, with their allies, abandoned themselves to flight, 
and dispersed with terror and dismay, leaving our victo- 
rious army in full and quiet possession of the field of bat- 
tle, which terminated und^r the influence of the guns of 
the British garrison* 

The bravery and conduct of every officer belonging 
to the army, from the Generals down to the Ensigns, 
jpaerit my approbation. 

Lieutenant Covington, upon whom the command of 
the cavalry devolved (capt. Campbell being killed) cut 
down two Savages with his own band, and Lieutenant 
Webb one, in turning the enemy's left flank. 

The wounds received by Captains Slough, Pr?ob, 
y*9 JUnselap* and Ratlins, and LieuicA^fU* .34?* 
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JCewvy and Smith, bear honorable testimony of their 
bravery and conduct ; in fact every officer and soldier 
who had an opportunity to come into action displayed 
that true bravery which will always insure success ; and 
here permit me to declare that I have never discovered 
more true spirit aud anxiety for action than appeared to 
pervade the whole of the mounted volunteers, and I aits 
well persuaded, that had the enemy maintained their 1 
favorite ground for one half hour longer Chey would have 
most sevtiely felt the prowess of that corps* 

But whilst I pay this just tribute to the living I must 
not neglect the gallant dead, among whom we have to 
lament the early death of those worthy and brave officers, 
Capt. Campbell and Lieut. Towles, who fell in the 
first charge* 

The loss of the enemy was more than double to that 
of the federal army—the woods were strewed for a con- 
siderable distance with dead bodies of Indians and their 
white auxiliaries, the latter armed with British muskets 
and bayonets. We remained three days' and nights on 
the banks of the Miamis, in front of the field of battle, 
during which time all the houses and cornfields were 
consumed and destroyed for a considerable distance above 
and below the garrison, among which were the house*, 
stores and property of Col. M'Kee, the British Indian 
agent and principal stimulator of the war now existing 
between the Uniled States and the savages. 

The army returned to head quarters on the 37th, by 
ea*.y marches, laying waste the villages and cornfields fob 
about fiftv miles on each side of the Miamis. It is not 
improbable but that the eneiny may make one desperate 
effort against the army, a* it is said a reinforcement was 
hourly expected at Fort Miamis from Niagara, as well 
as numerous tribes of Indians living on the margins and 
islands of the lakes. This is an event rather to be wish* 
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cii for than dreaded whilst the army remains in fc 
their numbers will only tend to confuse the savages, and 
the victory will be the more complete and decisive, and 
which may eventually insure a permanent and happy 
peace. 

The following is a return of [he killed and wounded and 
missing of the federal army, in the tale action, to wit :— 

Killkd — I Captain, I Lieutenant, 3 Sergeants, 2B 
privates— Tolal 33. 

Woundkd— 4 Captains, 2 Liculenants, 1 Ensign, 4 
Sergeants, 3 Coporals, - Musicians, 84 privates— loUl 
100. 

1 have the honor lo be, yotr most obedient and very 
bumble servant, 

ANTHONY VVAVN 

« T„ the Secretary aj War.- 






The following circumstances, which took place pre* 
vloua to and during Gen. Wayne's engagement, are 
worthy of record. 

At the instant Cant. Cumpbhll was attempting to 
turn the left Dank of the enemy, three of them plunged 
into the river— two friendly negroes being on the opposite 
Side, and observing the Indians making lor the shore, 
Ihey placed themselves on the bank behind a log, and us 
ftOOD M Hi* Indians approached within shot, one of the 
negroes fued and killed one or (he Indium ; the other two 
got hold of him to drag bin otil, when the other negro 
tired and killed another ; the remaining Indian got luild 
of both those dead lo pull iham asliuie, when the negro 
who killed the fust having again reloaded fired and killed 
Ilic third, and they all Boated doWR the liver. 

Auothci ciicutnstance >s also rchted, *iz> A soldier, 
loon alter the conclusion of the action, proceeding some 
(liaUiice Iron the camp, met an Indian j tlicy altacke 
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£*ch other, the soldier with his bayonet, and the loduup 
with his tomahawk ; some of the soldiers passiog by tm>t 
Way two days after, found them both dead, the soldiep 
with his bayonet in the body of the Indian, and the In> 
dian with his tomahawk in the soldier's head* 

The following circumstance took place previous to tho 
fiction :— A Mr. Wells, who, when very young, was ta* 
ken prisoner by the Indians, and had resided several years 
among them, had made his escape and was employed by 
Gen, Wayne as a spy.— The day before the action h? 
was taken by the Indians, who determined to put him to 
death. Finding it impossible to escape, he informed 
them that Gen. Wayne had not 500 men under hi* 
command and did not expect an attack* On hearing 
this, the Indians attacked Gen. Wayne with a confidence 
inspired by their (supposed) superiority of numbers, and 
were repulsed as before mentioned* After the action, 
Maj. Campbell, (in whose custody the Indians had left 
Wells) enquired his motives for deceiving them ; be 
answered, " for the good of my country »,"— For this he- 
roic action, he was unfeelingly .delivered to the Indians, 
in whose hands it is supposed he experienced every 
torture that savage barbarity could invent or inflict.— The 
circumstances respecting Mr* Wells, were related by a 
British drummer who deserted from the fort to General 
Wayne. 

A council of Indians was held a lew days after their 
defeat by Gen. Wayne, in which British Agents en* 
deavorcd to persuade them to risk another action, but 
this they refused to do, expressing a willingness je bury 
the bloody hatchet and return to their homes'— their Iqss 
they declared to be 200, and that their whole force at the 
commencement of the action amounted to 1500 Indiana 
and 80 Canadians. The body of the Collector of Niagara 
was found among the slain* 
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CONCLUSION. 

INNUMERABLE were the instance* oF S»*a_ 
fjarbuiiy esrrtited toward the defenceless inhabitants of 
the frontiers, from the year 1783 10 thai of 1793 — we 
time recorded but a small number of them, bat a i.udc 
ber sufficiently large, we prcs-jme, to convince the read- 
*r or tlieir enormity — not until those unfortunate peoplo 
had repeatedly solicited Ihe aid of Government, did the 
latter consent to take up arms for the protection of their 
defenceless brelhrcn i— when every pacific measure fail- 
ed — when every proposal of peace, however just and 
equitable, was rejected and treated wi!h disdain— human- 
ity dictated that recourse should he had to more c fleet u* 
al measures to put a stop to [he murderous career of an 
unnatural enemy.— Hente ihe commencement of hostili- 
ties by the Americans, and hence the expedition! of 
Generals Harm em, Scott, Wilkinson, St. Clair and 
W*tne j— and allhough two of. the former were defeat- 
ed with no inconsiderable tuaa, the glorious victory of ihe 
latter brought about the desirable event— the enemy were 
taught thereby the superiority of the whiles, even in 
their favorite mode of warfare— they buried the hatchet 
and sued for peace, and a Treaty (satisfactory to both 
parlies) soon followed, to the articles of which, thef 
have ever since and continue faithfully to adhere. 

The following list of names of the various Indian na- 
tions in North. America, ia 1794, with the number of 
their fighting men, was obtained by a gentleman (Mr, 
Bkntamik HaWxihs) employed in the above mentioned 
Treaty s 

The Clioctaws or Flatheads, 4S00— Natches, 150— 
Chickasaw*, 750— Cherokees, 2jC0— Calabas, 150— P:- 
antes, a wandering tribe, 300— KisMjgorgr*s, SCO— IUi 
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kashaws, 350— Ough tenons, 400— Kikapous, 300— Dei* 
awares, 300— Shawanesc, 300— Mianaies, 305— Uppct 
Creeks, Middle Creeks and Lower Creeks, 4000— Cowi^ 
tas, 700 — Alibomas, 600— Akinsawa, 200— Ansau's, 200O 
— Padomas, 500— white and freckled Pianis, 4000— Cau- 
ses, 1600-Osages, 600— Grand Saux, 1000— Missouri, 
3000— Saux of the Wood, 1800 — Blances, or white In- 
dians with beard, 1500— Asinboils, 1500— Christian Cm« 
set, 3000— Ouiscousas, 500— Maacolins, 500— Lakes, 
400 — Muherouakes,. 250— Folic Avoines, or Wildoats, 1 
350— Puans, 700— Powatamig, 350— Missasagues, wan* 
dering tribe, 2000— Otabas, 900— Chipewas, 5000— Wi« 
ando'% 300— Six Nations, 1500— Round Heads, 2 500— 
Algoquins, 3000— Nepisians, 400— Chalsas, 130— Ami- 
testes, 550— Muckniacks, 700 — Abinaguis, 350— Cena- 
way Hurins, 200.— Total, 58780. 
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APPENDIX. 



'ON's engagement with the Savages en the 
Wabath, November 7, 1811. 



"VVE should have been extremely happy to have 
closed, as we anticipated, the list of Savage barbarlliea 
with the last chapter ; but, after a cessation of hostilities 
on their part of more than sixteen years, we find ihcrn 
once more collecting in a formidable body on our fron- 
tiers, and (instigated by a blood-thirsty savage, of the 
Shawanoe tribe, termed " The Pbophkt") commencing 
•ii unprovoked attack on the American troops stationed 
thereon. , 

The conduct of the Wabash Indians, becoming suspici- 
ous to our government, in consequence of their many 
thievish excursions and hasty preparation for an offensive 
attack, Gov. Harrison, with 1200 men, (350 KgullM * 
aud the remainder militia) were ordered to proceed from 
the neighborhood of Vincennes to the line, and demand 
or the Prophet the object of his real intentions. The 
troops commenced their march on the 26th September, 
and nothing important occurred until their arrival on the 
line, where ihey remained near a month, and built a strong 
fort, which in honor to the commander in chief, was cal- 
led Fort Hark i son. —The Indians in a friendly manner 
almost every day visited camp, and held councils with the 
Governor, but Would not accede to his terms, which were 
that their leader (the Frophkt) should give up the pro- 
perty stolen from the Americans, and send all l heir war- 
f ion to their different tribes ;— the Governor therefore 
determined on attacking them* On the 39t!i October the 
(roopi kit Fort Harrison and look up their line of march 
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(or the Prophet'* town, where they arrive*! < 
November. When within about half a mile of the town 
the troop* formed the line of battle, which th« Indian* 
perceiving, sent three of their chief* with a flag of truce, 
begging that their lives might be ■pared, pledging 
■elves that they would not take up the tomahawk against 
the troops, and that if i hey would encamp near the town, 
in the morning they would come to such terms as tlic 
Governor should propose. — Thin lolled the troops into 
•ecuriiy, and they encamped about half a mile back of the 
ftten minutes bufore 5 o'clock the next morning 
the -...vage* commenced a furious attack on the left flank 
•f the troops— but a single gun was fired by the centii 
or the guard in that direction, which made not th 
resistance, but abandoned their officer and fled into 
and the Brat notice which the troop* of that flank bi 
the danger, was from the yells of the savages within * 
abort distance of the line— but even under those circum- 
stances the men were not wanting to themselves or to the- 
occasion. 5ueh or idem as were awake, or were easily 
awakened, seized their arms and took their stations a 
others which were more tardy, had to contend with the 
enemy in the doors of their tents. The storm first let! 
upon capt. Barton's company of the 4th U. S. regiment, 
and capt. Geigcr's company of mounted riflemen, which 
formed the left angle of the rear line. The fire upon 
these was excessively severe and they suffered eonstde- 
rably before relief could be brought to them. Some few 
Indians passed into the encampment near the angle, and] 
one or two penetrated to seme distance before they were 
killed. 

Under all these discouraging circumstances, the ti 
(nineteen twentieths of whom had never been in i 
before) behaved in a manner that can never be too 
applauded. They took their places without noise 
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:fc less confusion thin could nave been expected Fran ve- 
ttrans placed in a similar siiuation. As ant) as fls* Ctam* 
»j«\could mount his horse, he rode to the angle thai *at 
attacked— be found that Barton'* company had suffered 
severely and the left of Geiger's entirely broken. He 
immediately ordered Cook"* company and (he la!e captain 
Went worth's, under lie ut. Peters, to be brought up liora 
the centre of the rear line, where the ground was much 
more defensible, and formed across the angle in support 
of Barton's and Ceiger'a. His attention was there en- 
gaged by a heavy Bring upon the left of the front Unti 
where were stationed the small company of Uniied Slates 
riflemen (then however armed with muskets) and lb* 
companies of Bacn, Snelhng, mid Prescoll of the 4th re- 
giment. He found major Davci^crming the dragoons 
in the rear of those companies, and understanding that 
the heaviest part of the enemy's Gre proceeded from 
some trees about fifteen or twenty paces in [rant oi these 
companies, he directed the major to dislodge them with. 
* part ol the dragoon*. Unfortunately the major's gal- 
lantry determined him to execute the order with a smal- 
ler force than was sufficient, which enabled the enemy 10 
•void him in front, and attack his flanks. The major 
was mortally wounded and his party driven bade Tits 
Indians were however immediately and gallantly dislodg- 
cd from their advantageous position) by captain Snellmg 
»t the head of his company. In the course of a few 
minutes after the commencement of the attack, the fire 
extended along the left flank, the wltole of the front, the 
right flank, and part oF the rear line. Upon Spencer'*. 
mounted riflemen, and the right of Warwick's a 
which was posted on the right of the rear line, it was ex- 
cessively severe : captain Spencer and Ins first and *e- 
•ond lieutenants were killed, and captain Warwick was 
portal!/ wounded— those companies however still brave!/ 






led their posts, but Spencer had sulTert 
*erely, and baring originally too much ground to occupy, 

■ iJer reinforced them with Robb's company of 
riflemen, which had been driven, or by mistake ordered 
from their position nn the left flar.k towards [he centre of 

!i and Tilled (he vacancy thai hud been occupied 
by RoUh with Present's company of the «Ui United Statea 
regiment. His great object was to keep the lines entire, 
lo prevent the enemy from breaking into the camp until 
which should enable them to make a ger.cral 
and effectual rhargc. With ihis view he bad reinforced 
of (he line (bftt had suffered much ; and at 
soon as ilic approach of morning discovered itself) be 
withdrew from ihe front line, Sneliing's, Posey's (under- 

■ ;hl) andfkMt'i, andfiom the rear iint, Wil- 
aon's and Nun ib's companies, and drew them up upon lb» 
left flank, and at ibesame time ordered Cook's and Baen'a 
COmpin!e*i ihc former from the rear and the latter from 
the front line, to reinforce ihe right flank ; foreseeing that 
at these points Ihe enemy would make their last efforts. 
Mejnt Wells, who commanded on the left flank, not 
knowing his intentions precisely, had taken ihe command 

companies, had charged the enemy before he 
had formed the body of Dragoons with which he meant 
•o support the infantry ; a sninll ticiaihmcnt of these 
wire however ready and proved amply sufficient lor the 
purpose. The Indians were driven by the infantry at the 
point of the biyonet, and the dragoons pursued an 
ed lliem into a marsh, where (hey could not be i 
Cap*. Cook and Lt. Larebre had marched LheiV compa- 
nies to ihe right flank, bad formed ihem under ! '■■■ 
the enemy, and being then joined by Hie riflemen oi that 
flank, bad charged the Indian I, killed n number, and put 
Ihe rest to a preciplla ■ 
The action was maintained with the greatest o : 
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penetrance by both parties. The Indians minifcM- 
ed a ferocity uncommon even with them— to their aavaga 
lory our troops opposed that cool nnil deliberate falor 
which is characteristic of the christian soldier: 

Capt. Spencer was wounded in the head— he exhorted 
his men to fight valiantly— he was shot through both 
thighs, and Tell, still continuing to encourage them— he 
want raised up, and received a ball through his bod". 
which put an immediate end to bis existence- Captain 
Warwick was shot immediately through the body -, being 
taken to the surgery to be dressed, as toon as it was over 
(being a man of great bodily vigor and atill able to wall;) 
lie insisted upon going back to head his company, al- 
though it was evident that he had but a few hours to live. 

There were about 179 of the tropps killed and wound- 
ed { it was supposed the enemy were ab^ul 7i 
and that they lost about 400 in the cngj^enient. The 
day proceeding the action the troops act fire to their tonti - 
and destroyed every thing valuable, and the noon 
Bring struck their tenia and commenced (heir iwarcii f if 
Vincennei, where they in safely arrived after a most fj. 
tiguing campaign of SS days, tad n;arclm-,j the disunce 
ol' 330 milet. 

The fallowing it a list af the kitted and vjouniUd ^f the army, 
in the engagement.—* 
Killed— One Aid de-Camp, one Caplain, two Subalterns, 
one Sergeant, t«o Corpr,rnls, thi'iy privates. 

Wmmded. since dead— One Major, two Captains, twenty, 
two ornate*. 

IViwidid — Two Lieu). Colonels, one Adjutant, one Sur- 

Kcr.u's Male, two Captains, three Subalterns, nine Ser- 

Eve Corporah, one Musician, one hundred und 

Total of killed and wounded— 183. 
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A * 31/ 1 ef Ofiiert kilitd and wewtdtd, aj fieri 
Coics/ Staff. 
— Col. Abraham Oven*, ttiudecamp to tlic com-' 
una dci- in chief. 

fjrfj on./ Staff. 
Wounded— Lieut. Col. Joseph llartholemew*, command. 
ana militia infantry ; Lt. Co!. Luke Docker, < 
ilc- M»j. Joseph II. pavit-ta, since dead, commanding a 
arruadron of dragouni ; D >rior Edward Scull, of the In- 
diama militia ; Adjutant James Hunter, of mutinied ri 
men 

Ciuttd StattJ Infantry, inehding the late Capl, 
r'iftt company, 
Wsmded — Cnpf. W. C. Bean, acting mejor, since dead a 
tic«t George P. Peter* ; Lieu!. George Gooding j Etn 
lif,a Henry Bun listi-ad. 

Colonel Dnier'i detachment of ladiana militia, 
Wovndcd — Captain Jacub Warrick, since dead. 

Major Kcdmon's detachment of Indiana mtlttiat 
Wawdtd — Capt- John Nori j». 

M«jor Wells' i detachment of mtuntcd fifiemeit. 
Wounded— r...(ir. Frederick: Ginger; 
Cc/«. Spencer's company, tnclud.ng Lt. Berry's ditaehm 
mounted riflemen. 
Ki/'ed— Captain Spier Spencer ; Firit L'tettl. Ricbl 
MeMahan ; Lieut. Thomas Berry. 



Copy of a letter from Govornor Harmsow to the 1 
Secretary of War, a few weeks after the action, dat 
Vinccnnes, Dec. *, 1311 
" Si* — I have the honor to inform you that two p 
eipal Chiefs of the Kickapooa of Ihe Prairie arrived b 
bf tfJllg ■ U*S> <"> 'be evening btlure iuU They ;; 
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t they came in consequence of a Message from iha 
Chief of that part of the Kitkapoos which had joined 
the Prophet, requiring them to do so, and that the 
uai.i chief is to be here himself in a day or two. The 
account which they give of the late confederacy under 
the Prophet is as follows t 

" Tbe Prophet with his Shawanoea is at a small Htrroa 
tillage about twelve miles from his former residence, on 
this side the Wabash, where also are twelve or 6fieed 
Hurons. The KickApoos are encamped near the Tippi- 
canon. The Potawaliroies hate scattered and gone to 
different villages of that tribe. The Winebogcea had all 
aet out on their return to their own country excepting 
one chief and nine men who remained at their former 
0tage. The latter had attended Tecurnaeh in lira tow 
to the southward, and had only returned to the Prophet** 
lown the day before the action. — The Prophet had sent* 
Message to the Kickapoos of the prairie, to request that 
he might be permitted to relire to their town— this wm 
positively refused, and a warning- icnt 10 hint not tocntnw 
there. He then sent to request that four of his men 
might attend the Kickapoo chief here— this Was also re- 
fused. These chiefs say on the whole, that all the tribe* 
who lost warriors in the late action, attribute their mis- 
fortune to the Prophet alone. That they constantly re- 
proach him with their misfortunes, alid threaten him 
with death— that they are all desirous of making their 
peace with the United States— that the Prophet's follow- 
ers were fully impressed with a belief, that they could 
defeat uS with ease— that it was their intention to faava 
•Hacked its at Fort Harrison if we had gone no higher— 
that the attack made on our centinefo at Fort Harrison 
was intended to shut the door against accommodation-— 
that the Winebagoes bad forty warriora killed in the ac- 
tion, and the Kickapoos eleven and ten wounded— ib«? 
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hate never heard bow many Potawafamies and othr: 
tribes were killed— ihat the Potawatomie chief left bf 
me on the battle ground ia since dead of his wound?, 
but that he faithfully delivered my speech to the different 
tribes and warmly urged them to abandon the. Prophet 
and submit to my terms.'* 

I cannot say, Sir, how much of the above may be de« 
pended on. I believe however, that the statement made 
by the chief is generally correct, particularly with re« 
gard to the present disposition of the Indians. It is cer- 
tain that our frontiers have never enjoyed more profound 
tranquility than at this time. Before the expedition not 
a fortneight passed over without some vexatious depre* 
dation being committed. The Kickapoo chiefs certainly 
tell an untruth, when they say that there was but eleven 
of this tribe killed and ten wounded* It is impossible to 
believe that fewer were wounded than killed. They ac« 
knowledge, however, that the Indians have never sustain- 
ed so severe a defeat since their acquaintance with th£ 
White people. I have the huuur to h& % &£~ 

\VM. HENRY HARRISON- 
Boa* vr«i EvsTXS) Secretary of JVgr.". 
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